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many students he taught because they are very many. The 
famous among them are Al-Zarkashi, Al-Hafiz Al-Iraqi and 
others. 


WRITINGS : 


There are many books that he has written. If all of them are 
available to the Muslims they would gain much from these books. 
We name some of them: 


Sirah Umar bin Abd Al-Aziz. pp As op pt te 
Ahadith Tawhid Wa Al-rad Ala ahl Al-shirk. 
Si pales Sti fal deo Wyte § Cull 
There are niany more. 
DEATH : 


He died on a Thursday, 26th Sha'ban 774 AH at the age of 
about 74 Years. He is buried next to his Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn 
Taymiyyah. U,de ti, (MayAllah have mercy on them). 


% Al-Bidiayah Wa An-Nihayah. AY, Wai 

% Tafsir Al-Qur'an Al-Karim. eS ola as 
% Mawlud Rasul Allah & . BB Sp SN Wy 
Ww 

we 


OX ¢ 


» @ A 2@ Mi , 
BG eee 


In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


INTRODUCTION 


All praise belongs td Allah, the First and the Last, the 
Manifest and the Hidden, who is Aware of all things. He is the 
first and there was nothing before Him. He is the Last and there 
will be nothing but He. He is the Manifest and there is nothing 
above Him. He is the Hidden and there is nothing besides Him. 
He is the Eternal, the Ever-Living with perfect attributes. He will 
remain always without end. He knows the crawling of the black 
ant on the solid rock in the dark night, and the number of dust 
particules. And He is the Exalted, the Great, the High Exalted, the 
Mighty, the Magnificent. 


6-677 i os raed 


(EV OG ,d) 1s 05455 sis JS Ge” 
He created everything and then He ordained for it a measure. (25:2) 


(VR ssej) “are ». ~ opti a5} APG) 
He raised up heavens without any Pillars. (13 : 2) 
And He adorned them with the stars and the planets. 


orb o-26 29, “ee 


(NVA: OG Aly “Ve U5 Gleel ae Leas aor 9” 


And He set among them a lamp (the sun) and an illuminating 
Moon". (25 : 61) 


And above them He established His mighty throne 
(¥"). It has solid foundations and the noble angels carry it. The 
chiefs of the angels-or, the near ones (to Him) among 
them-surround it, May blessing and peace be on them. 


The heavens are loaded with the angels and every day 
seventy thousand of them visit al-Baytal-Mamur on the fourth 
heaven but do not return to it again, occupying like the others in 
tahlil, tahmid, takbir and invocating blessings. 


And Allah put the earth on the stream of water. 
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ATR en OOO AT na AYA (Rog 2 sr PAE Oe 
aes) Cob Usd gil Ugad 515g gad Sg Ga gd oe Clg) Lad roe 9” 
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And He set therein firm mountains high above it, and blessed it, 
and He ordained therein its diverse sustenance in four days. (41: 10) 


This He set before He created the heaven. Therein, He 
created two pairs of everything, and a substance for every- thing 


the slaves would need in winter and summer, the animals and 
beasts. 


£ 
? 
Wie 


(VAN: Bly “ob on oy! gle 1355 


And He began the creation of man fromclay. (32: 7) 
(ARV: timed) “ogee oe ML 5 Ls fa” 
Then He made his progeny of an extract of despised fluid. (32 : 8) 


He placed it in a safe receptable, and made him able to hear 
and see, though he was not anything worth mention. And He 
honoured him with knowledge. 


With His sacred hands, Allah created Aadam ->—i«—1-+ , the 
father of mwankind. He fashioned his body and blew into it His 
siprit and commanded the angles to prostrated to him. He created 
from him his wife, Hawwa ¢>—)\_+._~ , the mother of mankind. 
Through her, He relieved him of his solitude and loneliness. He 
made them reside in His Paradise and perfected His belssings on 
them. Then, He sent them down to earth when the wise wisdom 
demanded, and He spread abroad from them into different strata 
of kings and subjects, poor and rich, free men and slaves and free 
women and captive women. He settled them on the wide earth in 
its length and breadth, and made them succeed each other and 
this, till the day of reckoning and presentation before the 
All-Knowing, the Wise. Allah subjected to them the rivers all over 
the regions which He carved into cities small and large 
depending on the needs and demands. He also caused springs 
and oceans to rise for them and sent to them the clouds and rain, 
growing for them all kinds of vegetation and fruits. And he gave 


them everything that they prayed for commensurate with their 
condition, reminding them. 
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abs- ¢ 


(TEAS: panlply Mars J aU A 194 dy” 


And if you count Allah's blessings, you will never be able to reckon 
them. (4:18) 


Ge 474 SOL 
(TEAM: pealyly "Us *6 316) Ouasyl by” 
Surely man is evil-doer, ingrate. (14 : 34) 


Indeed, without blemish is the Noble, the Mighty, the 
Clement. The greatest of His blessings and fovours on them-after 
having created them, provided them sustenance and made that 
easy for them to obtain is that He sent His Messengers and Books 
to them making clear that which is lawful and unlawful and 
spelling out His directions and commands and explaining 
everything in detail from the beginning and the intermediary 
(and the hereafter) to the Day of Resurrection. 


Hence, he is fortunate who accepts the narrations as true and 
the commands by observing them and the prohibitions by 
keeping away from them. He succeeds with blessings and is safe 
from the fate of the rejectors in Hell, the place of zaqqum and 
boiling hot water and a painful chastisement. 


I praise Allah a praise that is much, pure, blessed and that 
fills all the regions of the heaven and the erarths for ever and 
ever, for all times, till the day of requittal, every moment and 
every while, as is worthy of His Might Majesty and ancient 
sovereignity and noble Being. And I bear witness that there is no 
God but Allah, the One, He has no partner, no offspring, no 
parent, no spouse, no match, no assistant, no advisor, no second, 
no like and no division. 


And I bear witness the Muhammad is His salve and His 
Messenger, His dear friend, the chosen one from the cream of the 
Arabs, the seal of the Prophet, the owner of the pond al-kawthar, 
the intercessor on the Day of Resurrection, the bearer of the 
standered whom Allah will send to the praise-worthly station 
which every creature craves to have so musch so that the Khalil 
Ibrahim -»~i«_1-+ too and all his brothers, the Prophets and 
Messengers »»,41+. May Allah give him peace and honour and 
the purest of blessings and peace. And may Allah be pleased with 
all his companions, the noble and the chiefsof the world after the 
Prophets pi pete. 
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To proceed! In this book, I will mention with Allah's help 
and enablement the beginning of the creation. This will encom- 
pass the ctreation of the throne (arsh), the chair (Kursi), the 
heavens, the earths and what they contain and what lies between 
them, like the angels, the jinn, the devils, the creation of Aadam 
PU , the stories of the Prophets p41 9, and therafeter till 
the days of Banu Israil and the days of jahiliyah (ignorance) till 
the prophethood culminated with the days of our Porphet 
Muhammad &&. We will narrated his sirah also as it behoves him, 
cures the hearts, quenches the thirst, and removes pain from the 
sick. 

After that, we will mention (the history) till our times and 
mention the trials and commotion (al-fitn), the battles and the 
signs of the Last Hour®. Thereafter we will narrate about the 
resurrection and gathering and the torror of the Day of 
Resurrection. Then we will describe it and the happenings on that 
day, and we will describe Hell and the Gardens and the blessings 
and good therein and other things related to it. These things we 
will narrated from the Book, the sunnah, the aathar and the 
akhbar as passed on and as approved by the ulama, the heirs 
of the Prophets ¢»—),—+_ + who have taken them from the light of 
sunnah of Mustafa, may perfect blessings and peace be on him. 


We will not mention the Isra‘iliyat (Judaica) except that 
which the Prophet & has permitted us to narrate which do not 
contradict Allah's Book, the Porphet’s & sunnah and are of a kind 
which we neither confirm nor deny, we seek Allah's help to 
narrate them here. However, our reliance is merely on Allah's 
Book and the Prophet's & sunnah. We seek Allah's help and rely 
on Him. There is no power or Might except with Allah, the 
Mighty, the wise, the High, the Great. 


Indeed, Allah says: 
- 2 a) NASD PX ALD be, a, - Fe ate! Ss 
8155 GMS 25 SL 38g Goo So Lgl 3 Hie as SUS” 
(AN RY: aby 


Thus do we narrate to you some tidings of that which has gone 
before, and indeed we have given you an admonition (the 
Qur'an) from Our presence". (20: 99) 


@ Stories of the Prophets , we have already published it separately. 
@ Signs of the Last Hours, Nihayatul Bidayah wa an-Nihayah). We have 
published it separately. 
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Allah has narrated to His Prophet& the past news and 
traditions of the creatures and of the ummahs (umam) that have 
gone by, of the fate of His friends and of His enemies. And the 
Prophet & them mentioned them to his ummah lucidly. In every 
chapter, we shall narrate what we have learnt from him after 
citing the verses (of the Qur'an). We shall include whatever is 
necessary but exclude whatever is superficial and whatever in 
which the scholars and historians have erred, or differ. In these 
cases, we shall be brief and make a passing reference. 


Amr ibn al-Aas narrated that the Prophet & said, "Convey 
from me, even a verse (of the Qur'an). And narrate from the Banu 
Israil there is no harm in it. And narrate from me, but do not 
forge a lie aganinst me. He who forges a lie against me 
deliberately, must occupy his seat in the fire"®. This bears out 
that we should observe silence concerninng the Israiliyat 
(Judaica) and we should neither confirm mor reject them, but we 
are permitted to narrate them to deduce a lesson. This is what we 
shall do in this book. Those for which we find a confirmation on 
our shari'ah, there is no harm in narrating them, but those which 
our sahri'ah declares as fake, they are rejected and it is not 
permitted to narrate them, except to announce their rejection and 
falsehood. When Allah praise belongs to Him has favoured us 
with our Messenger, Muhammad, over all the shari'ahs, and 
with His Book over all Books we should not go for that which is 
corrupted and confused, false and invented, distorted and 
changed. Besides, all of it is abrogated. 


We are dependent on what our Messenger&# has explained 
to us. So let him who recognises it, do so and who perfers igno- 
rance, do so. This is as Ali ibn Abu Talib said, "In Allah's Book 
there are news of those who preceded you, tidings of those who 
will succeed you, and commands for you that are definite but no 
jest. He who abandons it, is exterminated by Allah, but he who 
seeks guidance from others is led astray by Allah".@ 


Abu Dharré narrated that Allah's Messengers died not 
without informing us of every bird that flies with its wings. 


Umar ibn Khattab 4 narrated, "Allah's Messenger 
stood up among us and told us about the beginning of the 
creation up to the time when the inhabitants of Paradise will enter 


@ Bukhari # 3461, Tirmidhi # 2419, Ahmad 2/158,159,202,214. 
@ Tirmidhi # 2906, Darami # 3331. 
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their abodes and the inhabitants of Hell will enter theirs. Those 
who could, remembered that and those who could not, forgot"9. 


Abu Zayd Ansari narrated, "The Prophet offered the 
salah of fajr with us. Then he went up the pulpit and spoke to us 
till it was time for the zuhr. Then he stepped down and offered 
the salah of zuhr. Again, he went up the pulpit and addressed us 
till it was time for the ast when he got down and offered the salah 
of asr when he went up the pulpit till the sun set. He narrated to 
us what had happened and what was to happen. We learnt that 
and remembered that.® 


SECTION 
Allah says in His Book. 


~~ Sie Ses a ese DAE D 7 ee 
CYR 3) OS 5c JS Me 5G gt JS Se “al” 
Allah is the Creator of everything and He is the Guardian of 
everything. (39 : 62) 


Hence everything besides Him is a creation belonging to 
Him. He is the Originator and Organisor who brought them into 
existence after their nothingness. As for the throne it is the ceiling 
over the creatures as for as beneath the soil and everything 
between them. And His angels and mankind are under his 
dominance and power and subject to His will. 


4- 4d Ld Dn OS ARAN he - QE 
Se cp i GGL; PING lpi De” 
(oA ANI: 06a) “pall 


He created the heavens and the earth and whatsoever is betwen 
them in six days, then mounted He the throne. (25 : 59) 


se oe - LY 25 wD EF AIP 3 a 244. Atde 
ON Se Sp CIS oN ab hi” 
(YAM Ley Cg ces 
He knows that which goes down into the earth and which comes 


forth from it and that which descends from the heaven and that 
which ascends thereto. (34 ; 2) 


@ Bukhari # 3192, Abu Dawud # 4240, Tirmidhi # 2191, Ahmad 2/466. 
@ Muslim # 25 (2892), Ahmad 5/341. 
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And He is with you wheresoever you may be. And Allah is Seer of 
whatever you do. (57: 4) 


The ulama agree that Allah created the heavens and the 
earth and whatever is between them in six days as is obvious 
from the Quran. However, they differ on the nature of the days: 
are they like these, our days? or is every day like a thousand 
years of your count? Also, was anything else created before those 
six days? We will speak on these questions shorty, as we have in 
our exegesis against this verse. While some say that there was not 
any creation before these two were created and that they were 
created from nothingness, others cite the following verse to show 
that there was a creation before the heavens and the earth. 


e4ar eos o oie 2 08, 7, 8 Pte ech) cae 
At OWS y oll dee (3 oy VIy Olan Gl GU 55 
CV 9298) ie Sesh ple 


He is (Allah) Who created the heavens and the earth in six days and 
His throne was upon the water. (11 : 7) 


Imran ibn Husayn 4 narrated that there was Allah and 
there was nothing that preceded Him. His throne was upon the 
water. He in scribed everything on the Preserved Tablet, and then 
created the heavens and the earth. 


Where was Allah: 


Abu Razin (or Ruzayn) Lugit ibn Aamir Ugayt narrated that 
he asked. "O Messenger of Allah, where was our Lord before He 
created the heavens and the earth?" He said, "He was in ama 
(.L.£), there being no air above Him and no air below Him. Then 
He created His throne over the water.® (The word ama’ is said to 
be: a vaccum, fine cloud, something in comprehensible to men). 


The first thing created : 


The ulama differ on what was first created. Some say that 
the pen was created before all these things. Ibn Jarir and Ibn Jawzi 


© Bukhari # 3190, Tirmidhi # 3951, Ahmad 4/426, 341. 
@ Tirmidhi # 3109, Ibn Majah # 182, Ahmad 4/11, 12, the name ob > is 
pronounced either way Abu Razin or Abu Ruzayn. 
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and others have this opinion. Ibn Jarir said that, after the pen, 
fine cloud was created. Ubadah ibn Samit narrated that Allah's 
Messenger & said, "The first thing Allah created was the pen. 
Then He said to it, "write!" So, at that very moment it began to 
write what was to transpire till the Day of Resurrection. 


However, the majority concur with Hafiz Abul Ula Hamdani 
and others (That the arsh, throne, was a creation before it). This is 
what Ibn Jarir 1+ tii, reported from Ibn Abbas 4 . Abdullah 
ibn Amr ibn Aas, 4 narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger & 
say, “Allah recorded the destiny of the creatures before He 
created the heavens and the earth by fifty thousand years. 
And His throne was on the water".® This is the destiny that the 
pen wrote down. Thus, it is established that the throne preceded 
the pen. It is possible that the pen was the first creation in this 
universe, and we have support for it in the hadith narrated by 
Imran ibn Husayn 4» that the people of Yaman said to Allah's 
Messenger &%, "We have come to you to attain comprehension of 
the religion and to ask about the beggining of the creation". He 
said, "There was Allah and there was nothing before Him".® 
Next, "Then He created the heavens and the earth". Since they 
had asked about the beginnings of the creation of the heavens 
and the earth, he told them only what concerned them and did 
not speak the creation of the throne, as he infromed in the 
preceding hadith of Abu Ruzayn (or, Abu Razin). Ibn Jarir 
aie ii», asserted that some others say,"’Rather, Allah created the 
water before the throne”. Suddi transmitted it from Abu Maalik 
Ibn Abbas, Ibn Masud and some sahabah p>—+—+.9 Ibn Jarir also 
reported from Muhammad ibn Ishaq who said, "The first thing 
that Allah, the Mighty, the Glorious created was the light and the 
darkness. Then he differentiated between them, making darkness 
into night (of) pitch dark, and making light into day (of) bright 
visibility”. Ibn Jarir atc dia-, also reported that it is said, “Surely, 
our Lord created-after the pen-the kursi (chair). Then-after the 
kursi-He created the arsh (throne). Then, after that, He created the 
air and the darkness. Then He created the water and placed His 
throne on the water". Allah, Glorious and Exalted, knows best. 


@ Tirmidhi # 2155, Ahmad 5/317, Abu Dawud # 4700. 
@ Muslim # 16. 

© Bukhari # 3190 3191, Tirmidhi # 3951, 4/426. 

© Bukhari # 3190 3191, Tirmidhi # 3951, 4/426 


SECTION 


Description of the Throne 
and the Chair 


Allah, the Exalted, says : 
Pe a eM a ea | git <4 OE) 
(V0 Yi: je) sow PA 93 5D a5 
The Exalter of ranks is He, Lord of the throne. (40: 15) 
A ~ Jot oer, Ae 
i SS HSS AMOS GAS tachi“) bs” 
CVA VA: Oy $y 
So exalted be Allah, the True King! Ther is no God but He, the Lord 
of the Noble Throne. (23 : 116) 
YU: fost) 7b ball BRAN) 
( > jal — 7 wv ) O*? 


There is no God but He, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. (27 : 26) 
here a prostration is called for) 


(OVE: cay Loach pial 93-3559) ppasllgag 


And He is the Forgiving the Loving, Lord of the Throne, the 
Gorious. (14:15) 


(°:4Yi:aby _“ Sisal all ie 5 ee 
The Compassionated, who is established on the Throne. (20: 5) 


(TRY: ip) pal Le yeti 
Then mounted He the Throne. (10:3 in more than one verse of the 
Qur'an) 
«2 bse 5 “we C2 Berd oer 7% Ie “25H” 
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Those who bear the Throne, and those who are around it glorify the 
praise of their Lord and believe in Him and ask forgiveness for 


those who believe (saying), "Our Lord!. You embrace everything in 
mercy and knowledge. (40: 7) 


* 237 23S 


(\VAV: Blut) “FNS et 93 rp SE) pe Los” 


And eight of them shall carry above them the Throne of your Lord. 
(69 : 17) 


pty ey SAL pall OS S SSE ST 65” 
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And you will see the angels thronging round the throne, glorifying 
the praise of their Lord. And judgement will be passed between 
them with truth, and it will be said, "All praise belongs to Allah the 
Lord of the world. (39: 75) 


Prayer in distress : 
There is a supplication which is made in distress : 


WY iS) pics WMS « asi tech ab aT” 
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There is no God but Allah, the Mighty, the Clement. There is 
no God but Allah, the Lord of the mighty throne. There is God 
but Allah, the Lord of the heavens, the Lord of the earth and the 
Lord of the Noble Throne.® 


Abbas ibn Muttalib» narrated : We were sitting with Allah's 
Messenger & when a cloud passed overhead and he asked us, 
“Do you know what it is?” We said, "The cloud". He said, "The 
muzn the white, rain cloud". So we repeated, “The white cloud”. 
He said, "And the inan or anan (meaning, the cloud)," but we kept 
quite. He asked, Do you know how much distance there is 
between the heaven and the earth?” We said that Allah and His 
messenger # know. He said, “Between them is a distance of five 
hundred years and between every two heavens is a distance of 


five hundred years and the opening of every heaven is a distance 


@ Bukhari # 6345, Muslim # 83(2730), Tirmidhi # 3496, Ibn Maja # 3883. 
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of five hundred years. Above the seventh heaven is a sea between 
the heaven and the earth, whose surface and floor is like between 
the heaven and the earth. Beyond that are eight (angels like) 
mountain goats between whose hoofs and haunches is like the 
distance between the heaven and the earth. Above that is the arsh 
(throne) between whose bottom and top is as the distance 
between the heaven and the earth. And Allah is above that and 
nothing is hidden from Him of the deeds of the children of 
Aadam pide . © 


Jubayr ibn Mut'im 4% narrated that a villager came to Allah's 
Messenger & and said, "O Messenger of Allah, people are in 
distress, the families are hungry, the properties are exhausted and 
the animals are perishing. Do pray to Allah to give us rain for, 
we place you as an intercessor with Allah, and Allah as an 
intercessor with you". Allah's Messenger & said, "Woe to you. 
Do you realise what you say?” And he glorified Allah and 
kept glorifying Allah till that was obvious on the faces of his 
sahaba. Again he said, "Woe to you! Allah is not sought as an 
intercessor for anyone of His creatures. His state is greater than 
that. Woe to you! Do you realise what (mighty) Allah is? His arsh 
(throne) is over His heavens like this and he showed with his 
fingers something like a dome-and it squeaks because of Him like 
the squeaking of a saddle because of the rider".@ 


Ibn Bishar narrated in his Hadith, "Surely Allah is above His 
heavens,” and (narrated the hadith) to the end. However Ibn 
Asakir «dia, has composed a booklet rejecting this hadith and 
questioned Muhammad ibn Ishaq for narrating it, but these 
words are narrated also through other lines of transmission and 
cited by Abu ibn Humayd and Ibn Jarir in their tafsirs, and Ibn 
Abu Aasim and Tabarani in their broks on the sunnah. Bazzar in 
his musnad and Hafiz Diya Maqdizi in this Mukhtar transmitted 
from Umar ibn Khattab 4 that a woman came to the Prophet & 
and requested him to pray to Allah that He admit her to Paradise. 
He extolled Allah and said, “His kursi (chair) extends over the 
heavens and the earth and it squeaks as squeaks the new saddle 
under the weight (of the rider).® However there is doubt on the 
reliability of a sub-narrator. 


@ Abu Dawud # 4723, Ibn Majah # 193, Tirmidhi # 3320, Ahmad 1/206. 
@ Abu Dawud # 4726, Nasai # 1528, Ahmad 3/256. 
© Ibn Jarir Tabarani in Jami-ul-Bayan 3/10. 
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The Propheti said, "When you ask Allah for Paradise, ask 
Him for the Firdaws, for it is the highest of Paradise and its 
centre, and above it is the throne of Ar-Rahman.® According to 
some aathar, "The people of the Firdaws will hear the squeak of 
the arsh (throne). That will be its glorifying and extolling Allah". 
They will hear it because of their nearness to it. The Prophet & 
said, "The throne of Ar-Rahman (The Comassionated) shook with 
pleasure) on the death of Sad ibn Muadh #".@ 


Adornment of the arsh : 


Hafiz ibn Hafiz Muhammand ibn Uthman ibn Abu Shaybah 
described the Throne in his book sifat ul-arsh. He cited some 
predecessors as saying”. The Throne is created from red rubies 
and its diameter is of five hundred thousand years from end to 
end. We have explained the verse 4 of surah al-Ma’arij that the 
ascent of the angels and the souls is as a distance of five hundred 
thousand years and so is the journey of the angels and the soul to 
earth. 


View of scholastic theologians : 


Some of them say that the arsh is a sphere and encompasses 
the universe from all sides. This is why it is called, "The ninth 
heaven or falak atlas or falak athir. But this does not agree with 
Shari'ah which says that the angels bear the thorne which has 
pillars while the sky has no pollars and is not carried by anyone. 
Besides, the arsh is above Paradise which is above the heavens 
and has a hundred degrees each of which is as distant from the 
other as the heaven and earth. Thus the distance between the arsh 
and the Kursi has no bearing on the distance between two 
heavens. 


Literal meaning of arsh : 


The word arsh is a throne used by kings ; as is evident from 
the words of Allah. 


(KT AM: Jad) abe aie Gly” 


And she has a mighty throne. (27 : 2 3) 


@ Bukhari # 7423, Ahmad 2/235. 

@ Bukhari # 3803, Muslim # (2466) 124, Tirmidhi # 3849, Ibn Majah # 157, 
Ahmad# (3/209,4/352), 3/296,349. The Throne was pleased on his ascent to 
the heaven. 
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It is not falak or sky, neither do the Arabs understand it to 
mean that. The Quran, when it was revealed, made it clear that it 
is a throne with stands or pillars borne by the angels and it is 
dome-shaped over the universe and a ceiling over the creation 
Allah says: 


a2 Bae ds 60 9 GD SOCSE IF S00 sere 
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Surah al-Ghafir, 40:7 - tanslated earlier. 


According to the hadith narrated already, they are eight in 
number who carry the arsh on their backs. 


Allah says: 


27 9353 


QVAS: Bld) “WS ing 9 AL) EI 
Translated ahead, al-Haqqah. (69 : 17) 


Shahr ibn Hawashab 4 narrated that the bearers of the arsh 
(throne) are eight, four of them pray: 


Glory be to You, O Allah, and with your praise. All praise belongs 
to you for your clemency in spite of Your knowledge. 


The other four say : 


OG IG day gic dhe dems OU Stoo 5 bil Jeo” 


Glory be to You, O Allah and with Your praise. All prasie belongs 
to You for Your forgiveness in spite of Your power. 


Ibn Abbas» narrated that Allah's Messenger confirmed 
Umayyah ibn Salt as true, when he said in his poetry. 


s ny s 7? DU s 275 p95 be 
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The Prophet & said, "He spoke the truth", and he 
continued : 


| 
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The Prophet & said again, "He spoke the truth". 


Since he asserted that four angels carried the throne and the 
Porphet & confirmed him, it follows that the arsh is carried by 
four angles in turns. Even if we concede to this explanation, the 
numbers are not contradicted. 


Jabir ibn Abdullah narrated that the Prophet & said, "I 
have been permitted to narrate about an angel among the angels 
of Allah who bear the arsh that between his ear-lobe and his 
shoulder is a distance of seven hundred years journey.® 


The Kursi: 


Hasan Busri«—1+ «tii, said that the Kursi (chair) is the arsh 
(Throne).© But this is not correct. Rather Hasan Busri «te div, as 
also the Sahabah 4 and the tabi'un have asserted that it is 
something other than the arsh. 


Ibn Abbas 4 and Sa'eed ibn Jubayr«te iii, said in explain- 
ing the verse. (2 : 255) 


(Yoo aS : i) “te oMNs AGI Toh oe . 
That it (kursi) is His knowledge. Ibn Abbas also narrated 
that the kursi is the foot rest and as for the arsh, none can esteem 


its vlaue and dimensions except Allah.O But this is mawquf at 
Ibn Abbas 4é. 


Abu Maalik «+ <iiz_-, said that the kursi is under the arsh. 
Suddi said that the heavens and the earth are within the kursi 
which is before the arsh. Ibn Abbas 4 said, "Where the seven 
heavens and the seven earth to be spread out and then folded into 
each other, they would not match the largeness of the kursi 
except as a circle in the wide wilderness".® 


Ibn Zayd narrated on the authority of his father that Allah's 


Messenger & said, "The seven heavens are to the kursi like seven 
Dirhams cast into a shield".© Abu Dharr # narrated that he 


@ Ahmad # 1/256. © Abu Dawid # 4727, Ibn Abu Hatim. © IbnJarir. 
© Maalik in Mustadrik. @ Ibn Jarir Tabari, Ibn Abu Hatim. 
© Ibn Jarir Tabari in Jami al-Bayan 3/10 
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heard Allah's Messenger & say, "The kursi is nothing before the 
arsh except as a ring of iron thrown between two desert lands (or 
battle fields)".® Abu Dharr Ghifari 4+ narrated that he asked 
Allah's Messenger # about the kursi and he said, "By Him who 
has my soul in His hand, the seven heavens and the seven earths 
relative to the chair are not but a ring thrown in a desert. And the 
excellence of the arsh over the kursi is like the excellence of the 
desert over that ring”.@ 


Abu Dharr 4% narrated: I entered the Masjid al-Haram and 
found Allah's Messenger %& sitting all alone I sat down by him 
and asked, "O Messenger of Allah, which of the verses revealed to 
you is the most excellent?" He said, "The ayat ul-Kursi (2 : 255) is 
like the excellence of that desert over that ring”.® 


Sa‘eed ibn Jubayr said that Ibn Abbas was asked about 
Allah's words sLi les, oS (and His throne was upon the 
water) (11 : 7), then, on what lay the water? He said, "On the body 
of (solid) wind, and the heavens and the earths and everything 
there in were surrounded by the occeans and all that by the 
haykal (framework) and that by what is called the kursi.0 Wahb 
ibn Munabbih reported the like of it, and he explained the haykal 
(framework) as a thing around the heavens surrounded by the 
earths and the oceans as ropes of large tents. 


Some of the astronomers imagine that the kursi stands for 
the eight fixed firmament that is called the heaven of fixed stars. 
It is thought to be greater than the seven heavens. However, 
this suggestion is baseless. The kursi is not used for the heaven. 
The kursi is as many have narrated, before the arsh like a ladder 
to it, and anything like that cannot be a heaven. Besides, they 
have no evidence to support their suggestion that stars are fixed 
therein. 


The Lawh Mahfuz : 


Ibn Abbas 4 narrated that the Prophet & said, “Surely Allah 
created the Lawh Mahfuz from white pearl. Its papers are red 
rubies. Its pen is light and its writing is light (illuminous). There 
are in it for Allah three hundred and sixty moment, everyday, 
when He creates, provides sustenance, causes to die and gives 
life, and gives honour and digraces and does what He will".® 


Olbid  @lbn Marduwiyah in his Tafsir. 
@lbn Abu Shyabah in Sifat ul-arsh. | QIbn Jarir Tabari. OTabarani. 
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Ibn Abbas # narrated that in the center of the Lawh is 
(written) e4> 5 a Via NY (There is no God but Allah). His religion is 
Islam and Muhammad & is His slave and His Messenger. 
He who belives in Allah and confirms his undertaking and 
follows His Messengers will enter Paradise. He siad, "The Lawh 
Mahfuz is made up of white pearl and its length is like the 
heaven and eardth and its breadth like the distance between the 
east and west. Its coverings are pearl and rubies and its leaves are 
of white rubies. Its pen is light and its words are tied to the arsh. 
Its original is in a rock".® Anas ibn Maalik and others said 
that the Lawh Mahfuz is in the lips of Israfil >». . Mugatil said 
that it is to the right of the arsh. 
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© Ishaq ibn Bishr 


CHAPTER 


ABOUT THE CREATION OF THE 
HEAVENS AND THE EARTH AND 
WHAT IS BETWEEN THEM 


Allah, the Exalted, says: 
mide 43 WAR pe Oq Ne rita 2a L 4 
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All praise belongs to Allah who created the heavens and the earth 


and made darkness and light. Yet those who disbelieve hold (other) 
as equal to their Lord. (6: 1) 
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He created the heavens and the earth and whatsoever is between 
them in six days. (25 : 59) 


There are other verses of the Qur'an to this effect. The exegetes 
differ on the length of the six days. Most of them hold that they 
are like these our days. Ibn Abbas, Majahid, Dahhak and Ka'b 
Ahbar held that each of those days was like a thousand days ‘by 
your count’. Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abu Hatim reported this and Imam 
Ahmad ibn Hanbal also prefered this opinion in his book in 
which he rejected the Jahmiyah, as Ibn Jarir and some of their 
successors. We will see what leads them to this opinion. Dahhak 
ibn Muzahim and others gave the names of these six days as: 
Abjad, hawwaz, hutti, Kalaman, sa'fas and qarashat.® There are 
three views on the first of these days. Muhammad ibn Ishaq 
said that the people of the Torah hold that Allah began the 
creation on Sunday, the people of the Injil (Bible) say that it was 
on Monday while we the Muslims, say on the basis of what 


© Ibn Jarir. 
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comes to us from Allah's Messenger &, “Allah began the creation 
on Saturday".® We will see a hadith of Abu Hurayrah#s on this 
subject about the creation on Saturday or Sunday. Ibn Abbas, 
Ibn Mas'ud <= and some other sahabah #% including Abdullah 
ibn Salaam also narrated ahadith on this subject, beginning the 
week on Sunday and ending it on Friday which the Muslims 
regard as their Eed (festival) of the week, we will see more on it 
soon, Insha Allah. 


Allah, the Exalted, says : 
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He is (Allah) Who created for you all that is in the earth. Then He 
turned to the heaven and fashioned it as seven- heavens. And He 
is the Knower of everything. (2 : 29) 
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Say, "Are you indeed those who disbelieve in Him who created the 
earth in two days, and do you set up rivals to Him? That is the 
Lord of the worlds". And He set therein firm mountains high above 
it, and blessed it, and He ordained therein its diverse sustenance in 
four days, alike for (all) seekers. Then He turned to the heaven 
when it was smoke, and said to it and to the earth, "Come both of 
you willingly or unwillingly”. They both said, "We come willingly". 
Then He ordained them as seven heavens in two days, and revealed 
in every heaven its command. And we adorned the lower heaven 
with lamps, and made it guarded. That is the decree of the Mighty 
the Knower. (41 : 9 -12) 


@ Ibn Jarir from Ahmad 2/327: "Allah created the dust or earth on Saturday”. 
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This is evidence that the earth was created before the heaven 


because it was like the base for the canopy Allah says: 
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Allah is He who made for you the earth a resting-place and the 
heaven a canopy, and He fashioned you, and fashioned your forms 


so well, and He provided you with the good things. Such is Allah 
you Lord, so blessed be Allah, the Lord of the world. (40 : 64) 


Watts “1564 Jal Wye aoy jars el 2 
Have We not made the earth a cradle, and the mountains as pegs. 
(78: 6-7) 
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And We built above you seven strong firmaments, and we 
appointed (the sun) as a dazzling lamp. (78 : 12-13) 
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Have not those who disbelieve considered that the heavens and the 
earth were closed up, then we clove them asunder. And we made 
from water every living thing. Will they not then belive? (21 : 30) 


The winds blew, the rains fell, the springs and rivers began 


to run and the animals came to life. 


And Allah says: 
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And We made the heaven as a roof well-protected, yet they trun 
away from it signs. (21: 32) 
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He created in it the fixed stars, the wandering stars, the 
bright planets and other heavenly bodies, being obvious 
evidences of His wisdom. 

He says: 
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And how many a sign there is in the heavens and the earth which 
they pass by, and they turn away from it. And most of them believe 
not in Allah, but that they are associators. (12 : 105 -106) 


However, He has also said: 
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What are you the harder in creation or the heaven He built? He 
raised up high its canopy and perfected it. And darkened its night 
and brought forth its bright moon. And after that He spread out the 
earth. He brought out therefrom its water and its pasture, and the 
mountains, He firmly fixed, a provision for you and for your cattle. 
(79 : 27- 33) 


Some people deduce from these verses that the heaven was 
created before the earth. They contradict the clear evidence of the 
earlier verses (Fussilat, 9: 12) and do not understand this verse. 
Only the earth was spread out and water and pasture were 
brought out after the creation of the heaven (the creation of earth 
had preceded). That was in measure and sustenance as Allah 
says: 
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And blessed it, and He ordained therein its diverse sustenance. 
(41: 10) 


This means that the places of cultivation and of springs and 
reivers were laid out. 
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When the structure of the top and bottom of the universe 
was perfected, the earth was spread out and its deposits were 
brought out, the springs and the rivers flowed, cultivation and 
fruit grew. The spreading of the earth is described as the 
springing out of the water and pasture and the raising of the 
mountains. This is asserted in the verses of an-Nazi'at. (79 : 30-32) 


Allah says: 
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And the heaven We have built it with night, and We are Extenders 
(of it). And the earth We have spread it out, how excellent spreader 
are We! And of everything We have created pairs that you may be 
admonished. (51: 47- 49) 


The words in the text are ".....We have built it with hands......” 
and ‘hands’ stands for 'night’. And Allah has extended them every 
heaven extends over and beyond that which is below it. This is 
why the kursi (chair) is above the heavens and spreads out 
beyond all of them and the arsh (throne) is greater than that and 
the earth as a floor, a cradle, for peace and comfort. It is a blessed 
spreading. As for the 5/5’ waw, ‘and’ it does not imply sequence, 
but merely gives information and observes the language. 


A Hadith : 


Imran ibn Husayn 4 narrated the he went to the Prophet & 
and tied his she-camle at the doorsill. Then some men of Banu 
Tamim came to him and he said, "Get the glad tidings, O Banu 


. Tamim!" They said twice, "You have given us glad tidings. Now 


grant us somthing”. Then some people from Yaman came to him 
and he said, "Get the glad tidings, O people of Yaman if the Banu 
Tamim do not accept it". They said, "We have acccpeted it, 
O Messenger of Allah and come to you to ask you about this 
matter”. He said, "There was Allah and there ws nothing else 
besides Him. His throne was on the water and He wrote down 
everything in the Preserved Tablet (adh-dhikr) and created the 
heavens and the earth". Suddenly, someone called out, “Your 
she-camel has ascaped, O Ibn Husayn," so he went for it but could 
not trace it out because of the mirage. He lamented, “By Allah, 
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I wish that I had abandoned it".® In some versions, the words, 
"Then He created the heavens and the earth" also appear. @ 


Abu Hurayrah -% narrated that the Prophet & took him by 
his hand and said, "Allah created the earth (soil) on Saturday and 
the mountains on Sunday the trees on Monday and the Makruh 
(disliked) on Tuesday and the light on Wednesday and He 
scattered the beasts on Thursday and He created Aadam after the 
asr on Friday. This last creation was created in the last moments 
of Friday between th easr and the night. 


He also narrated that the Prophet & said, "O Abu Hurayrah, 
surely Allah created the heavens and the earth and that which is 
between them in six days. Then He turned to the arsh on the 
seventh. And He created the soil on Saturday".® And he narrated 
the rest of the hadith (as the preceding). This hadith is also 
confirmed by Ka'b Ahbar  . However it has some strangeness 
because it specifies the days too while speaking of the creation 
and this does not agree with the Qur'an which is explicit that the 
earth was created in four days and the heavens in two days and 
that the heavens were created from smoke that must have been 
the steam arising from the excessive stirring of water which was 
caused by Allah's power as mentioned by Isma’il Abdur Rahman 
Suddi Kabir on tha authority of Abu Maalik, Abu Salih, Ibn 
Abbas, Murrah Hamdani and Ibn Mas'ud and others in reference 
to the verse. (2 : 29. al-Bagarah) 


He said: 


Allah's arsh was on the water and He created nothing before the 
water when He decided to create the creatures, He brought out 
smoke from the water. It rose above the water and was high above 
(Arabic sama), so it was named +’ (sama, heaven). Then the 
water dried up and became solid earth a single solid earth. Then it 
split and became seven earths in two days (Sunday and Monday). 
He created the earth on a fish and it was "nun" which Allah has 
called 55725155 Lid 5. (Nin, by the pen and by that which 
they inscribe). (68 : 1) 

The fish was on the water which was on a ledge which was 
on the back of an angel who was on a rock which was on 
(solidified) air. Luqman spoke of this rock that it is neither in the 
heaven nor on the earth. The fish stirred and was restless, so the 


@ Bukhari # 3190,3191, Tirmidhi # 3951, Ahmad 4/426, (Tirmidhi # 3951) 
@ Bukhari # 7418 (also: 4365,4386) Nasa'i. 
© Muslim # 27 (2789), Ahmad 2/327. © Nasa'i (commentary). 
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earth shook. So, He firmly fixed the mountains and it became 
steady. Allah created the mountains on Tuesday with the 
advantages that accrue from it. On Wednesday. He created the 
trees, the water, the cities and the ruins. Then He split the heavn 
into seven heavens in two days, Thursday and Friday. 


Why Friday : 

Friday (#-~—» Jumu'ah) is so named because on this day 
Allah brought together the creation of the heavens and the earth 
(Jama ¢~*) and inspired every heaven with its command.® In 
every heaven, He created its angels, oceans, mountains and what 
no one besides Him knows. Then He adorned the heaven with 
stars which became its adornment and protection from the devils. 
When He finished what He wished to create, He turned to the 
arsh. 


In this transmission Suddi t+ iz—, has introduced much 
strange material and plently of it is borrowed from Judaica. Ka'b 
Ahbar 4 embraced Islam in the times of Umar # and used to 
narrate the tales of the people of the Book and Umar & heard 
him in order to reconcile him to Islam. It was through him that 
most of the junk of Isra’iliyat (Judaica) spread among the Muslims 
though Umar ibn Khattab & had rejected most of his narrations 
and prevented their circulation among the Masses. 


Mu'awiyah said about Ka’b Ahbar, “(He was one of the 
most truthful of the people of the Scripture), yet we detected 
certain falsehoold in his information". @ 


We have narrated that which many of the senior scholars of 
our predecessors have narrated following it with ahadith that 
confirm their truth or reject them as false, leaving some neither 
confirmed nor rejected. And Allah is our Helper and on Him do 
we rely. 

Abu Hurayrah narated that Allah's Messenger & said, 
“When Allah completed the creation, He inscribed in His Book 
that is with Him above (or,on) the arsh: Certainly My mercy 
prevails over My anger”. © 


@ Friday is jumu'ah while bringing together is jama. 

@ Bukhari 7361. 

© Bukari#3194,7404, Muslim 14 (2751), Ibn Majah # 4295, Ahmad 2/258,358, 
2/313, 2/433. 
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ABOUT THE SEVEN EARTHES 
Allah says : 
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Allah is He who created seven heavens, and of the earth their like. 
The Command descends among them, so that you may know that 
Allah has power over everything and that Allah encompases 
everything in (His) knowledge. (65: 12) 


- 


Abu Salamah ibn Abdur Rahman had a dispute with some 
people over a piece of land. So he went to Sayyidah Ayesha 
+4, +, and mentioned it to her. She suggested, "O Abu 
Salamah, avoid (disputes of the) land, for Allah's Messenger & 
had said, ‘If anyone takes even a span of land unjustly, his neck 
will be encircled with seven erath".® This hadith is also narrated 
by Saalim from his father that the Prophet& said,"If any person 
usurps a piece of land unjustly then he will be swallowed down 
the seven earths on the Day of Resurrection". Abdur Rahman 
ibn Abu Bakrah narrated on the authority of his father that 
Allah's Messenger & said, "Time has completed its circle (to come 
back to) its from on the day Allah created the heavens and the 
earth. The year is made up of twelve months".© This explains 
the verse quoted above (surah at-Talaq, 65:12). The months are 
twelve now as they were in Allah's Book in the beginning. Sa'eed 
ibn Zayd ibn Amr ibn Nufay narrated that Arwa brought her 
dispute with him over a piece of land to Marwan. Sa'eed said 
that he would no do such a thing after having heard the Porphet 
& say, "If anyone usurps a span of land unjustly then his neckwill 
be bound with seven earths on the Day of Resurrection".® 


Ibn Mas'ud narrated that he asked Allah's Messenger & 
which injustice was the greatest. He said, "A yard of land that a 


© Bukari # 2453,3195, Muslim # (142) 1612. 
@ Bukari # 3196,2454, Ahmad 2/99. 

© Bukari # 1741, Muslim (31) 1697, Ibn Majah # 233, Darami # 1916, 
Ahamd 5/40. © Bukari # 3198. 
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Muslim usurps from his brother. One does not take a stone from 
the earth but it is tied round his neck on the Day of Resurrection 
right up to the bottom of the earth. And no one knows its bottom 
except He Who created it".® 


A similar hadith is narrated by Abu Hurayrah 4® and Ibn 
Abbas ®. These ahadith come down to us through successive 
generations, establishing the seven earths, each above the other. 
The lower one is in the center of the upper and the lowest is solid 
and not hollow. Its center holds the weight and whatever is 
thrown from any side ends up there if no obstacle stops it. It is not 
agreed if there is space between every two or there is a continous 
mass. But, the apparent is that there is an empty distance between 
every tow earths in the light of the verse of at-Talaq. (65: 12) 


Abu Hurayrah@ narrated that while they were with Allah's 
Messenger & a cloud passed overhead. He asked, "Do you know 
what it is?" They said, "Allah and His Messenger know best". He 
said, “Al-Inna". The angels of the earth drove it to those of Allah's 
slaves who neither thank Him nor pray to Him. Do you know 
what is that above you?” They said that Allah and His Messenger 
knew best. He said, “The high blind waves, and preserving 
ceiling. Do you know how much distance is there between you 
and it?" They said, Allah and His Messenger know best". He & 
said, "A journey of five hunderd years". Then he asked them if 
they knew what was above that and they submitted that only 
Allah and His Messenger knew. He & said, "A journey of five 
hundred years till it counts to seven heavens. Do you know what 
is beyond that?" They submitted, “Allah and His Messenger 
know best". He & said, "The arsh. Do you know how much after 
is it from the seventh heaven?" They said, “Allah and His 
Messenger know best". He & said, "It is a distance of five 
hundred years journey. Do you know what is that below you?” 
They said that only Allah and His Messenger knew. He said, "The 
earth and do you know what is below it?” When they gave the 
same answer, He said that there is another earth under it and 
asked them if they knew the distance between the two and on 
their identical answer he said "A journey of seven hundred 
years". He counted seven earths (in this way) and said, “By Allah, 
if you were to suspend one of you to the lowest seventh earth, he 
would surely fall down". He recited the verse : 


© Ahmad 1/396. © Ahmad 2/388, 2/433, 2/387. © Tabarani. 
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He is the First and the Last and the Manifest and the Hidden, and 
He is the Knower of everything. (57: 3) @ 


A hadith of like content is narrated by Abu Dharr # too.® 


Previously, in the description of the arsh, we read the 
Quranic verses and ahadith. There is no disagreement on that. 
There are as many earths too, as we have read. However, some of 
the scholastic theologions read the hadith about the ‘seven earths 
being tied to the neck’ that they are the seven regions of the earth. 
But, this idea contradicts the Quranic verses and the ahadith. 
Similarly, many People of the Book say, and some of our Ulama 
narrated from them, that this earth has a layer of dust and soil. 
Beyond it is a layer of iron followed by stones and rocks of 
sulphur, and so on. There is no authenticated saying of the 
Prophet& about it and so it is rejected. Similarly, the athar pur- 
ported to be from Ibn Abbas is rejected, "In every earth of hte 
creation, there is the duplicate of what is in this earth, even 
Aadam dete and Ibrahim p»~i1+ like these Prophets p>» 
here". It is from the Isra'ilyat (Judaica), and is tranmitted by Ibn 
Jarir «te iz, and Bayhagi. 


Mountains : 

Anas ibn Maaliké narrated that the Prophet& said, "When 
Allah created the earth, it began to sway. So, He created the 
mountains and put them on it and it became steady. The angels 
marvelled at the creation of the mountains and said, 'O Lord, is 
there anything in your creation stronger than the mountains’. He 
said, ‘Yes, the iron’. When they asked Him if anything was 
stronger than iron, He said, 'Yes the fire’. They asked if anything 
was strongher than the fire, He said that the wind was stronger 
and they asked, 'O Lord is there anything in your creation 
stronger than the wind?’ He said, "Yes". The son of Aadam who 
gives sadagah with his right hand concealing it from his left".® 


The geographers have given the number of the mountains 
on the whole earth. They have described their sizes, heights and 
ranges but that would be too lengthy here. 


@ Tirmidhi # 3298, Ahmad 2/370, Abu Hatim, Ibn Jarir. 
@ Bazzar, Bayhaqi. © Tirmidhi # 3369, Ahmad 3/124. 
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And among the mountains are streaks, white and red, of diverse 
hues and (thers) ravenblack. (35:27) 


This fact is obvious to an on looker all over the world. And 
Allah has also mentioned the Judi®. It is a mighty mountain to 
the east of Mt Ibn Umar by the Tigris. It is towards Mosul, and it 
is a journey of three days from its south to north, and it takes half 
a day to reach its peak. It is green because there are 5)! ook trees 
on it, spreading up to the village Ath-Thamanin. It is said also 
that the descendant of the survivors of the deluge in the ark of 
Nuh ->it- live here. Many exegetes mention this. 


SECTION 
ON OCEANS & RIVERS 
Allah says: 
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And He is the One who has subjugated the sea so that you may eat 
fresh meat therefrom, and may take out from it ornaments you 
wear, and you see the boats cleaving through it, and so that you 
may seek of His bounty and that you may be grateful and He 
placed mountains on the earth, lest it should shake it with you and | 
rivers and tracks, so that you may find the right way. And (He 


Me 


@ Hud, 11:44 (al-Judi «> y= is named). 
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created signs. And through stars they find the right path. Then, is 
He Who creates (everything) equal to one who deos not? Would 
you still pay no heed? And if you count the bounties of Allah, you 
cannot count them all. Surely, Allah is Most-Forgiving, very 
Merciful. (16:14-18) 
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And the two seas are not alike, this one is sweet, saturating, 
pleasant to drink, and that one is saltish, bitter. And from each, you 
eat fresh meat and derive ornaments that you wear., And you see 
the boats therein cleaving through water, so that you may search 
for His grace and that you may be grateful. (35 : 12) 
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And He is the one Who joined the two seas-this is sweet, very sweet 
and this is bitter, very bitter-and made between them a buffer and a 
barrier, prohibited (to cross over). (25 : 53) 
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He has set forth the two seas that meet together, while aes 
them there is a barrier they do not transgress. (55: 19-20) 


The two seas are the saltish and bitter, and sweet and 


pleasant which are the rivers flowing through lands for the good 
of the people. This is what Ibn Jurayj and others said: 
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And among His signs are ships in the sea, like mountains. If He 
wills, He may stops the wind, so they will stand still on its back. 
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Surely in this there are signs for everyone who is ever patient, fully 
grateful. Or He may desroy them because of what they earned, and 
may overlook many. (42 32-34) 
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Did you not see that the ships sail through the sea by the grace of 
Allah, so that He shows you some of His signs? In that, indeed, 
there are signs for every man of patience and gratitude. And when 
they are covered by waves like canopies, they pray to Allah, having 
faith purely in Him. Then, once He brings them safe to the land, 
some of them are (still) balanced. And no one denies Our signs 
except every ungrateful traitor. (31 : 31-32) 
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(18 441: 35) 
Surely, in the creation of heavens and earth, and the alternation of 
night and day, and the ships that sail in the sea with what benefits 
men, and the water Allah sent down from the sky, then revived 
with it the earth after its being dead, and spread over it of each 
creature, and in the turning of winds, and in the clouds employed 


to serve between heaven and earth : there are signs for those who 
have sense. (2: 164) 


Allah recount His favours to His slaves through the oceans 
and the rivers that He created for them. The oceans surround all 
the regions of the earth-and on its shores grow various kinds of 
food for mankind of a saltish, bitter taste. There is wisdom in this, 
for, were it sweet, it would have corrupted the air because of the 
animals that die therein, while this kind is good for the health of 
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the children of Aadam -»—«_1+ . When the Prophet & was asked 
about the ocean, he said, “Its water is pure and what dies a 
natural death therein is lawful food".® 


As for rivers, their water is sweet, pleasant and a refeshing 
drink to those who desire, it. Allah has made it to flow through 
earth from one place to another, a provision for his slaves. Rivers 
are large and small according to need. Geographers have 
enumerated the oceans, seas and rivers and their sourses and 
mouths and their destinations. The description of these people 
speaks of the wisdom and evidences of the powers of the Exalted, 
Createor. Allah says : » j=2<ii_ >i By the sea (brimful and surging, 
or) swarming(52:6). There are two explanations for this: 


(1) The sea under the throne mentioned earlier in the hadith 
al-aw‘al, it is above the seventh heaven and from it rain will 
descend before the resurrection, reviving the dead in their graves. 
Rabi ibn Anas prefers this opinion. The word 'sea’ or ‘ocean’ is 
generic and applies to the kind itself and includes all the oceans 
on earth. This is what the majority hold. 


The Swarming Sea ) pr—JS\_ >): 


Different opinions are expressed for it meaning. Some say 
that it is filled up’. Others say that it will be kindled with fire on 
the Day of Resurrection and will surround the people at the 
gathering place. This is as we have mentioned in our tafsir the 
interpretation of Alié, Ibn Abbas#, Mujahid and others®. 
Yet others say that it is a prohibibed, protected and guarded sea 
so that when it is in spate and rough, it quakes the earth with it, 
and drowns them. Walibi reported this from Ibn Abbas and it 
is the saying of Suddi, etc. It is supported by the hadith narrated 
by Umar ibn Khattab that the Porphet& said, "There is no 
night when the sea does not seek permission of Allah, Mighty 
and Glorious, three times to drown them (the earth and all over 
it). But Allah, Mighty and Glorious, restrains it"®. This is also 
reported through Ishaq ibn Rahawiyah. 


This indeed is Allah's blessing on His slaves that He has held 


back the evil of the sea lest it transgress on them. Rather, He has 
subjugated it to them so that it bears their ships which transport 


@ Maalik in Muwatta hadith # 12 in al-Taharah, Tirmidhi # 69, Nasai # 59, 
Ibn Majah # 386, Darami # 729, Abu Dawud # 83, Ahmad # 2/237, 361, 393. 
@ Ibn Jarir Tabari 22:458. © Ahmad 1/43. 
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their trade merchandise and other things to different lands. He 
guides them through it with His creation in the heaven and earth, 
the stars and the mountains which are guiding signs for them. He 
has also created therein for them the fine and precious pearls and 
rubies which are not found elsewhere but in it. He has created 
therein also strange animals that He has made lawful for them 
unless they are dead, as He says: 
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Lawful to you is the game of the sea and the eating thereof. (5 : 96) 


The Prophet said, "Its water is pure and what dies a natural 
death therein is lawful food".® 


He also said, "Two types of animals that have died a natural 
death and two types of blood are made lawful to us. The two that 
die a natural death are the fish and the locust and the two types of 
blood are the liver and the spleen".® 


Abu Hurayrah narrated in a murfu manner that Allah 
spoke to the western sea and He spoke to the eastern sea. He 
askes the western, “I will put over you some of My slaves, how 
will you behave with them?’ It said, “I will drown tham". He said, 
"I will instil fear in your surroundings,", and He made it devoid 
of jewels and stones and game. He asked the eastern sea the same 
question and it said, "I will carry them on my hand and be to 
them like a mother to her offspring". So He gave it jewels and 
game®. 

However, only Abdur Rahman ibn Abdullah ibn Amr 
reported this hadith from Suhayl and he is one whose narration is 
rejected. Actually, two sacks were discovered on the day of 
yarmuck and they were full of writings of the peoples of the 
Scriptures, containing both recognised and rejected material. 
These people freely circulated their tales mostly Judaica. 


The scholars tell us of the geography, of the dimensions of 
the earth, the seas, the rivers, the mountanins, the plains, the 
various regions, the countries, the plants, the mines and the trade 
merchandise. They say that all the earth is covered with the 
mighty water save one-fourth of it. This is Allah's favour that He 


@ Maalik, Tirmidhi, Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, etc. as detailed earlier. 
@ Ibn Majah # 3314, Daraqutni # 25/hunting, Ahamad 2/97. 
© Bazzar from teh book of Baghdadi. 
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has restrained water from this much to enable life, plants and 
fruit to flourish thereon. 
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And earth He laid it for the creatures, wherin are fruits, and 
palm-trees, having sheaths, and the grain in the husk and fragrant 
plants, which then of the bounties of your Lord, will you belie? 
(55 : 10-13) 


They say that the earth was divided into three zones more or 
less. The Bahr Muhit al-Gharbi also known as the ugiyanus 
(Atlantic Ocean) surrounding the western lands has islands. It is a 
difficult ocean, not possible to traverse easily because of its 
violent waves and winds. There is no game (fashing) in it and it 
produces nothing. To its south lies the mountainous range 
al-Oamar the source of hte River Nile and it is almost on the 
equator. There are some islands but their coasts are deserted. The 
ocean spreads to the east and the north up to the Chinese sea and 
the Indian ocean. Then going past the land of China, it veers to 
the south touching the wall of Yajuj and Majuj (Gog and Magog). 
Then it curves and straightens past unknown lands, extending 
westward touching the northern lands and Russia. It continues to 
flow west and southwards to fine land ending for up towards the 
(By eantire empire Sham and Rome) touching the various cities 
including Constantinopole. 


The eastern ocean is a source of many seas that have plenty 
of islands. It is said that in the Indian ocean there are one 
thousand islands, seven hundred of which have cities and 
buildings. This is called Bahr Akhdar (green sea) and to its south 
is the Chinese ocean. To its west is the Yaman Sea and to the 
north is the Indian ocean. To their south is the unknown. 


There are mountains between the Indian Ocean at distances. 
Ships sail through the mountain passes carrying merchandise in 
the same way as it is transported on land. 
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And We placed firm mountains on the earth, lest it should shake 
with them, and We places therein ravines to serve as ways that they 
may be guided. (21 : 31) 

Batlimus one of the kings of India wrote in his book 
al-Majasti, which Mamun had translated in Arabic, all about trhe 
seas and ocean. He wrote that there is only one ocean in reality 
but is named differently after the lands in the neighbourhood9. 
They are the Bahr Qalzum (Red Sea) near Aylah, the Persian Sea, 
Bahr Khazar, Warnak, Rum, Bantash, Azraq, etc. Among these are 
two streams and this is among the wonders of the world, for, 
every rinning water is sweet but not this and all of it is stagnant, 
saltish and bitter. 

Geographers assert that it is round in shape, or, as others 
say, triangular. It is not joined by any other sea but is by itself 
being eight hundred miles long and six hundred miles wide or 
more than that. 

The tides are high in the beginning of the month and at their 
peak by the fourteenth. Then the low ebb commences till the end 
of the month. 

The rivers of the world are also mentioned, their mouths and | 
their ultimate destinations. But, it is not for us to go into those 
details. We shall mention only the rivers still running and 
mentioned in the ahadith. 


| 
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@ Perhaps Claudius Ptolemaeus, astronomer, mathemetician, geographer of 


Alexdria (2nd century CE) who wrote Almagest (Megale syntaxis tes 
Astronimias). Websters Biogrophical Bictionary. 
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Allah is He Who created the heavens and the earth and sent down 
water from the heaven, then brought forth therby fruits as 
sustenance for you, and He subjected to you the ships which sail 
inthe ocean by His command, and He subjected to you the rivers, 
and He subjected to you the sun and the moon constant upon their 
courses, and He subjected to you the night and the day, and He 
gave you all what you asked. If you count Allah's blessing, you 
cannot reckon them. Surely man is evil-doer, ingrate. (14 : 32-34) 


Four Rivers : 


Maalik ibn Sasa’ah 4 narrated that when he mentioned the 
Sidratul Muntaha, @ Allah's Messanger && said, "And four rivers 
orignated at its root, two being apparent and two hidden.......The 
two hidden rivers are in Paradise and the apparent ones are the 
Neel (Nile) and the Furat (Euphrates).@ Bukhari said that they 
are not in the world except with the same name. 


Abu Hurayrah 4 narrated that Allah's Messenger & said 
"Sayhan, Jayhan,® the Furat and the Nile are all rivers of Paradise. 


Abu Hurayrah also narrated the Prophet's & saying that 
four rivers emerge from Paradise: the Furat, the Nile, Sayhan and 
Jayhan. © 

Allah knows best, but we understand that these rivers 
resem- ble the rivers of Paradise in their characteristcs, taste, flow 
and nature. This is what is told in another hadith narrated by Abu 
Hurayah 4 that Allah's Messenger & said, "Al-Ajwah is from 
Paradise. It has an antidote for poison".® This means that it 


@ Lote tree of the utmost boundary. 

@ Bukhari # 3207, Muslim # (164) 264, Ahmad 4/208. This is from the 
lengthy hadith about the Mi'raj. 

© Muslim # 2839(26), Ahmad # 2/289. The rivers are Sarus, Pyramus, 
Euphrates and Nile. Either these rivers have some qualites of the rivers of 
Paradise or the terrories of Islam would extend to these lands where they How 
and those who use them will enter Paradise. Muslim, English translation V 4, 
P1481, Ashrat Lahore. 

© Ahmad # 2/260, 201. 

@ Al-Ajwah is a kind of date. Tirmidhi # 2066, 2068, Ibn Majah # 3455, 
Darami # 2840, Ahmad # 2/301, 2/511. 
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resemble the fruit of Paradise, not that it is the yield of Paradise: 
Likewise, the Prophet .# said, “Fever is because of the severity of 
the heat of hell. So, Cool it with water.® He also said, "When 
fever becomes sevee, cool it with water, for its severity is from the 
severity of the heat of hell".@ Thus, in the same way the sources 
of these rivers have a resemblance the earth. 


As for the Nile, it has no match or linkness on the earth. It 
begins at the white mountains, at Qumr on the west of the 
equator towards the south and is sweet throughout. Other 
springs join it and five rivers pour out in to the sea with it and six 
tributaries flow from it. They all emerge as one, the Nile, and pass 
by Sudan and Ethiopia, and through its main city Dumqulah 
(now Dungulah in southern Sudan) to Aswan and the cities of 
Egypt. It irrigates the drought areas of Ethiopia and makes the 
land fertile. This is what is described in Allah's words: 
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Have they not seen that we drive the water to the barren land, then 
we bring forth thereby crops whereof their cattle and themselves 
eat? Will they not then see? (32 : 27) 

Then the Nile extends past Egypt a little and divides into 
two at Shatnuf, the western division pouring down into the 
saltish sea. The eastern division divides again into two at Jawjar 
and its western wing goes by the west of Dimyat and into the sea 
while the eastern passes through Ashmun in to the eastern sea of 
Dimyat, celled Buhayrah Tunis and Buhayrah Dimyat. Through 
out, the river is pleasant and a beauty. It has a very acceptable 
water. 


Ibn Sina said that it has peculiarities lacking in water all over 
the world. It travels a very long distance from its origin to its 
estuary. It flows over rocks and pebbles but they do not prick and 
have neither seaweed nor sticking mud. It is not renderred green 
with stone or pebbles because of its sound quality and sweetness 
and pleasantness. It is full and plenty in the days of scarcity in 


@ Bukhari # 3263, Muslim # 86 (2214), Ahmad # 6/355. 
@ Ahmad # 2/134. 
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other rivers. As for those who claim that it originates at a higher 
source, they live in imagination. 

Abdullah ibn Lahya’ah reported from Qays ibn Hajjaj: When 
Amr ibn Aas <@ conquered Egypt, its people came to him while 
their calendar month Bunah had begun. (They were the qubtis or 
copts) They said, "O Amr ! This our Nile has a pattern and it does 
not flow without observing it". He asked them, “And, pray, what 
is that?" They said, “when it is the twelfth night of this month, we 
seek a virgin young woman from her father and mother and 
induce them to give her to us. We adorn her with robes and 
garments and fragrance, the best that we can get and then we cast 
her into this Nile". Amr 4% said to them, "This cannot be done in 
Islam. Islam abolishes whatever was before it". The month set in 
and the Nile stopped flowing altogether. Amr # wrote about it to 
Umar ibn Khattab 4 who responded that he was enclosing and 
card in his letter which he should cast into the Nile. Amr 4 read 
the inscription on the card: “From the slave of Allah, Umar, the 
amir ul-Mu'minin, to the Nile of Egypt. To proceed! If you had 
been flowing at your will then do not flow. But if Allah, the One, 
the Dominant, is the One Who causes you to flow then we ask 
Allah to make you run". Amr 4 cast the card into the Nile 
That was Saturday morning and the Nile began to flow and Allah 
made it rise sixteen cubits high in one night and He severed that 
practice from the Egyptians till today. 


As for the Furat (Euphrates), it originates north uplauds of 
Rome. It Meanders through Malatyah (or Mala'tiyah), Shamshat, 
Bayrah and winds to the east to Balis and Qal'ah Ja'bar, over to 
Raqgah and to northern Rahbah. Then it veers to Aanah, to Heet 
and then to Kufah. Then it pours into Fada in Iraq and several 
tributaries flow from it and many rivers join it. 


As for Sayhan, it is also known as Sayhtn. It begins from 
Rome from the north-west to the south-east. To its west flow 
Jayhan in the land Arman, known these days as Sa’is. It was the 
first Islamic country in the hands of the Muslims. When the 
Fatimids were here in Egypt and Syria and they lost to the 
enemy, this place was also lost to them. It has now been three 
hundred years that it is in enemy hands. We pray to Allah to 
return it to us with His Power and Might. Then Sayhan and 
Jayhan merge and flow as one river pouring into Sea of Rome 
between Ayas and Tarsus. 
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As for Jayhan, it is also called Jayhun while common name is 
Jahan. Its source lies in Rome and it winds through Sa'is from 
north to South and flows very near the Euphrates. Then it merges 
with Sayhan and they as one river into the sea between Ayas and 
Tarsus. 


SECTION 


Allah, the Exalted, says : 
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Allah is He who raised up the heavens without any pillars you see, 

then mounted He the Throne and subjected the sun and the moon, 

each one running (its course) to an appointed term. He ordains the 

affair. He makes plain His revelations so that you may be 

convinced of the meeting with your Lord. And He is (Allah) Who 
spread out the earth and placed therein firm mountains and rivers. 
And of all fruits, He placed therein two kinds. He makes the night 
cover the day, Surely in that are signs for a people who reflect. And 
on the earth are adjoining tracts, vineyards, and cornfields, and 
groves of date-palm, clustered and single, (all) watered with one 
water, yet some we make to excel others in taste. Surely in that are 
signs for a people who understand. (13: 2-4) 
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Or, who has cerated the heavens and the earth, and sends down 
water for you from the heaven? So with it We cause to grow 
orchards of delight-it is not possible for you to cause the trees to 
grow thereof. If there a God with Allah? Nay, they are a people 
who deviate (from the right path!). Or, who has made the earth a 
fixed abode, and placed rivers in its midst, and placed thereon firm 
mountains, and placed a barrier between the two seas? Is there a 
God with Allah? Nay, most of them know not! (27 : 60-61) 
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He is (Allah) Who sends down water from heaven, which provides 
drink for you and by it (grow) the trees on which you feed your 
cattle. And thereby He causes to grow for you crops, and olives, 
and date-palms, and grapes and all (other) fruits. Surely in that is a 
sign for a people who reflect. And He subjected to you the night 
and the day, and the sun and the moon, and the stars are subjected 
by His command. Surely in that are signs for a people who 
understand, and whatsoever He has created for you in the earth of 
diverse hues, surely in that is a sign for a people who are admo- . 
nished. (16 : 10-13) 

Allah, the Exalted, mentions that He created on the earth the 
mountains, the trees, the fruits, the plains and the uneven lands. 
He created different kinds of creation in the plants and the 
animals in cities and the deserts, on dry land and in the seas. 
They point out to His greatness, power, wisdom and mercy to His 
creatures. He made it easy for the beasts to get their sustenance 
which they cannot do without during the nights and days, 
summers and winters, in the mornings and evenings. 
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This is as Allah says : 
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And there is not a creature on the earth but upon Allah rests its 
sustenance, and He knows its dwelling place and its repository. 
Everything is in a book manifest. (11 : 6) 

Umar ibn Khattab# narrated that he heard Allah's 
Messenger & say, "Allah created one thousand species, seven 
hundred of them in the seas and four hundred on the land. The 
first of these species to perish will be the locusts. When they 
perish, they will be followed like the whole system when its 
thread snaps".® 

However, one of the sub-narrators of this habith, Ubayd ibn 
Waaid, has been rejected as weak by Abu Hatim, Ibn Adi, Fallas, 
Bukhari, Abu Zar'ah, Ibn Hibban and Daraqutni. 


And Allah says : 
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And there is not an animal in the earth, not a bird flies on its two 
wings, but they are communities like yourselves. We have not 
neglected anything in the Book (of Decrees). Then to their Lord 


they shall be gathered. (6 : 38) 


@ Hafiz Abu Ya'la, Dur ul-Manthur, Suyuti 1/13. 


CHAPTER 


Mention of the creation of the heavens 
and what is in them of the signs 


We have stated that the creation of the earth preceded the 
creation of the heaven. 


This is as Allah says : 
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He is (Allah) Who created for you all that is in the earth. Then He 
turned to the heaven and fashioned it as seven heavens. And He is 
the Knower of everything. (2:29) 
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Say, "Are you indeed those who disbelieve in Him who created the 
earth in two days, and do you set up rivals to Him? That is the Lord 
of the worlds". And He set therein firm mountains high above it, 
and blessed it , and He ordained therein its diverse sustenance in 
four days, alike for (all) seekers. Then He turned to the heaven 
when it was smoke and said to it and to the earth, "Come both of 
you, willingly or unwillingly!” They both said, "We come 
willingly". Then He ordained them as seven heavens in two days, 
and revealed in every heaven its command. And we adomed the 
lower heaven with lamps, and made it guarded. That is the decree 
of the Mighty, the Knower. (41 : 9 - 12) 
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Have you not considered how Allah created seven heavens one 
above another, and placed the moon therein for a light, and placed 
the sun for a lamp? (71 ; 15-16) 
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What, are you the harder in creatoin or the heaven. He built" He 
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and brought forth its bright morn. And after that He s | 
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Blessed is He in whose hand is the Sovereignty, and He has power 
over everything, who created death and life, that He may try you, 
which of you is best in conduct. And He is the Mighty, the 
Forgiving, who created the seven heavens, one above another. You 
will see not in the creation of the Compassionate any disparity. So 
return your gaze again, do you see any flaw? Then return your 
gaze again and yet again, your gaze will come back to you a based, 
while it is aweary. And certainly We have adorned the lower 
heaven with lamps and We have made them (as) missiles for 
pelting Satans, and We have prepared for them the chastisement of 
the blazing Fire. (67: 1-15) 
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And We built above you seven strong firmaments, and We 
appointed (the sun) as a dazzling lamp. (78 : 12-13) 


Allah is He Who created seven heavens, and of the earth their like. 
The Command descends among them, so that you may know that 
Allah has power over everything, and that Allah encompasses 
everything in (His) knowledge. (65 : 12) 
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Blessed is He Who has set in the heaven constellations, and has set 
among them a lamp (sun) and an illuminating moon. And He is 
(Allah) Who has made the night and the day to follow (each other) 
in succession, for him who desires to be admonished, or desires to 
be grateful. (25 : 61-62) 
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Surely We have adorned the lower heaven with an adornment, the 
stars, and guarded it against every rebel Satan. They cannot listen 
to the Exalted Assembly, and they are pelted from every side, out 
cast, and for them is an everlasting chastisement, except him who 
snatches away a (word) stealthily, then pursues him a piercing 
bright flame. (37 : 6-10) 
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And certainly We have set in the heaven constellations and 
adorned it for the beholders, and guarded it from every accursed 
Satan, but any that gains a hearing by stealth is pursued by a 
manifest flame. (15 : 16-18) 
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And the heaven We have built it with night and We are Extenders 
(of it). (51 : 47) 
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And We made the heaven as a roof well-protected, yet they turn 
away from its signs. And He is (Allah) Who created the night and 
the day, the sun and the moon, each floating in a orbit. (21:32-33) 
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And a sign for them is the night, We draw forth therefrom the day, 
then behold, they are in darkness, and the sun runs its course for its 
determined (orbit). That is the decree of the Mighty, the Wise, And 
the moon, We have ordained its phases till it returns like an old 
withered palm-stalk. It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor 
does the night outstrip the day. And each along an orbit they float, 
(36 : 37-40) 
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He is the Cleaver of the dawn, and He has made the night for a 
repose, and the sun and the moon for a reckoning. That is the 
ordaining of the Mighty, the Knower. And He is (Allah) Who has 
set for you the stars, that by them you may be guided in the depths 
of darkness of the land and the sea. We have detailed Our 
revelations for a people who know. (6 : 96-97) 
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Surely your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth 
in six days, then mounted He the Throne. He lets the night cover 
the day seeking it speedily, and the sun and the moon and the stars 
are subservient, by His command. Beholds! His are the creation and 
the command. Blessed be Allah the Lord of the worlds. (7: 54) 


There are many other verses on ths subject, we have spokeni 


on them in the tafsir (exegesis). 


The piont is that Allah informs of the creation of the heavens 


and their mighty expanse and altitude. They are extremely 
beautiful, splendid, perfect and brilliant. 


He says : 
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By the heaven full of paths. (51 : 7) 
and: 
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So, return you gaze again, do you see any flaw? Then return your 
gaze again and yet again, your gaze will come back to you abased. 
(17 : 3-4) 
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Meaning, abased and disgraced on not finding any defect. 
Rather, Allah has adorned it with stars. 


as He says : 
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By the heaven with its constellations. (85: 1) 


It is also said that this verse refers to the sentry post from 
which meteors are hurled at eaves-droppers, and there is no 
contradiction in the two sayings. Allah, the Exalted. 


Says : 
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This says that it is decoratd with stars, comets and heavenly 
bodies like the sun, the moon, the planets, and it preserves its 


enclosures from the intrusion of the devils. This is the adornment 
as, indeed, Allah says elsewhere: 
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Bukhari said in the Brook gli ce, (Beginning of the creation) 


tha Qatadah said the stars are created for three reasons: 
adorning the heaven, missiles to drive away the devils, signs to 
guide the travellers. So, if anyone tries to derive any other 
interpretation then he commits a mistake, wastes his energy and 
time and occupies in that which his knowledge does not encom- 
pass.@ As for the verse of surah al-An'‘am. 
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If anyone taxes his brains to interpret in a way other than the 
three and says that the movements of the stars influence 
happenings on the earth then he is mistaken. The sayings of such 
people are often their imagination and lies. Allah says that He 
created the seven heavens one above the other. The astronomers 
differ on whether they are piled up over each other or separated 
by a space (and distance) between them. The second opinion is 
correct. According to a hadith narrated by Abbas ibn Abdul 
Muttalib, Allah's Messenger asked, "Do you know what 
distance separates the heaven and the earth?" The Sahabah 
+— Ui_,—», said, "Allah and His Messenger know best”. He said 
"There is between them a distance of five hundred years and 
between every two heavens there is a distance of five hundred 
years and the thickness of each heaven is a distance of five 
hundred years.O 

In the hadith of al-Isra (the ascension) narrated by Anas, 
the Prophet & also said that he found in the heaven over the 
earth, Prophet Aadam p41. Jibril ate said to the Prophet&, 
"This is your father, Aadam". So he offered him the salaam and he 
responded to it, saying, "Welcome to my son! you are a good 
son”. Then he climbed to the second heaven. Then.. the third, the 
fourth, the fifth, the sixth and the seventh. Each time he 
indicated that there was a distance between every two heavens. 
"Then he took us up till we came to the eighth heaven. He asked 
that it should be opened and somone asked, "Who is this?” and so 
to the end of the hadith.@ This substantiated our statement 
(about the heavens). 


Ibn Hazm, Ibn Munir, Abu Faraj ibn al-Jawzi and other 


scholars say that the heavens are circular globes as is apparent 
from Allah's words : 
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Each floating in an orbit. (21 : 33) 


Hasan «Je tia, said, “They revolve". Ibn Abbas compared 
them to a spindle in their orbit. There is evidence for this in the 
setting of the sun every evening in the west and its rising in the 
east every morning. 


@ Abu Dawud # 4723, Tirmidhi # 3320, Ibn Majah # 193, Ahamd 1/206. 


© Bukahri # 3570,6788, Muslim # 160,1912, and 259(162), Tirmidhi # 1645, 
Nasai # 3171, Ahmad 3/148, 3/149, 3/240, Muwatta Maalilc # 39 in Book Jihad 
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The Sun: 

Abu Dharr -@ narrated that the Prophet & asked him when 
the sun had set, "Do you know where has it gone?” He said that 
Allah and His Messenger knew best. The Prophet& said,"It goes 
till it prostrates under the Throne and seeks permission. It is 
given the permission (to rise again). It will happen that it will 
prostrate but that will not be accepted from it and seek 
permission but it will not be given permission. It will be said to it, 
‘Return whence you have come’. So it will rise from the place of 
its setting. 

This is what Allah says: 


a A ed A es, 74027 » ous < a8. 
pale bl pass AUS Ia 6 on etl” 


(TARY: 5) 


And the sun runs its course for its determined (orbit). That is the 
decree of the Mizhty, The Wise. (36 : 38) © 


Abu Dawud transmitted the like of it.@ 


The does not contradict our statements about the heavenly 
bodies and does not seggest that the Throne is spherical as some 
think. It also does not suggest that the sun climbs up above the 
heavens from our side to prostrate. Rather, it sets from our sights 
which is its orbit. At noon when it declines, it is nearest to the 
Throne, while, in the fourth heavens, at midnight, it is furthest 
from the Throne and prostrates and seeks permission. But, we do 
not see it. We do see its declination and setting to wards the west 
thereafter. When Allah will decide that it should rise in the west, 
it will prostrate as per practice and seek permission to rise as it 
was wont to, but no permission will be forthcoming. It will 
prostrate again but permission will not be given. The night will 
prolong and it will plead, "O Lord, the dawn is getting nearer 
while the orbit is long”. It will be told, "Return from where you 
have come”. So it will rise from the place of its setting. When 


people see it, they will all believe. 
This is was Allah's words : 


UN nr Oe) der B74 a7e) 5 37 94,74 2» if 
es Gla ELS I JG be Et BSS SGU ns Y” 


(VOA RY: els Vy 


@ Bukhari # 3199, 4802, 7424, 4733, Muslim # 250 (159), Tirmidhi # 3227. 
@ Abn Dawud # 4002. 
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To believe them shall not benefit a soul that never believed before, 
or had not earned any good by its belief. (6 : 158) 


This explains Allah's words: “ Vile cer) Gps PAN a 
Translated above (36 : 38) 

This is when it will be commanded to rise from its setting 
place. It is also said that [Ls i=: - its determined orbit or term] is 
the place where it prostrates below the Throne. It is also said that 
(ys ase ] is the extreme point in its orbit which is the limit of the 
earth. 


Day / Night : 
Ibn Abbas #% recited the words : [ “J 52.35 Gp ten = | 


And the sun runs without a determined (orbit or term). 


It moves on and prostrates while moving. Neither does it 
catch up with the moon nor does the night outstrip the day. Each 
floats along an orbit. This is as Allah says in another verse (7 : 54): 
He lets the night cover the day seeking it incessantly. The sun, the 
moon and the stars are subservient by His command. Are not the 
creation and the command His? Blessed is Allah, Lord of the 


world! 


Allah says : 
ie oe in A. om 2 04442 0, 4 “77 39 oh ede 
VS SI Gh 55 Sy SH SIGN SS Shee Fug 1) ee Coll 5” 
(AY AY: Ody 


And He is (Allah) Who has made the night and the day to succeed 
each other that he who desires may remember or who desires may 
be grateful. (25 : 62) 


In other words ‘this pursues that' and ‘that pures this’. It is as 
the Prophet said, " When the night comes from here and the 
day goes away from there, and sun sets, the one who fasts breaks 
it'.O 

So, the time is determined, divided between night and day 
and there is nothing else between them. 


@ Bukhari # 1954, Muslim # 51-1100, Abu Dawud # 2351, Tirmidhi # 698, 
Darami # 1700. 
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This is why Allah says : 
ply Ass Js BG a5 GU hbase” 


(YA 49: Od) ae NE al IS 
He merges the night into the day and He merges the day into the 
night, and He has subjected the sun and the moon-each running its 
course for an appointed time. (31 : 29) 

He merges one into another, taking from the lengthy to add 
to the shorter to balance them. The nights before spring are leng- 
thy and the days short. The nights go on losing hours to the days 
till they strike a balance in the beginning of spring. The days go 
on gaining hours as the nights lose them till the end of spring. 
Then, the affair reverses and the days give in to the nights till 
they strike a balance in the beginning of autumn. The nights 
begin, again, to lengthen and the days to shorter till the end of 
autumn when the process begins to reverse little by little. This 
cycle repeats itself every year. 

So, Allah says : 


Abie wane Pate 
ie ier eae. “ 4 Es ” 
(As aYI: O + tel) pa Hels je) lio | aJ% 
And to Him belongs the alternation of the night and the day. 


(23 : 80) 


He has absolute authority over all that, the Sovereign Who is 
neither opposed nor prevented. Thus, it is on three occasions 
when the heavens, the stars, the night and the day are mentioned 
that these words are repeated : 


CATAN:plsYly —“ abd 2 ja) Aas SUS” 
That is the ordaining of the Mighty. The Knower. (6:96, 36:38, 41:12) 
He is The Mighty Who dominates everything and every- 
thing is indebted to Him and subjugated to Him, and none 
prevents Him and none can overpower Him. He is The wise. The 
Knower of everything Who determines everything to a system 
that does not differ and is not disturbed. 


Time: 


According to a hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah  , Allah's 
Messenger & said that Allah says, "The son of Aadam hurts Me 
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when he derides time, although I am Time. I My Hand is all 
authority. I alter night and day.@ According to a version: "For, | 
am Time. | alternate his night and his day. 


The scholars, like Shafi'i te i ~~, , Abu Ubayd al-Qasim ibn 


Salaam «J di i, and others say that to deride time is to complain, 


"Time has done this to us. O Time, you may perish! May the 


children be orphaned and women be widowed!" But, Allah says : 


(Ae a ] "Iam time”. He appoints it. So He is the Doer of that 
which is ascirbed to time. Time is a creation but the Doer of that is 
Allah. Thus the reviler abuses the Doer of that and deems that 
time is responsible. Allah is the Doer, the Creator of all things. the 
Authority over everything as He says, "I am the Time. In my 
Hand is the affair. I alternate his night and his day". 


This is as the saying of Allah : 


“7952 4% we 


ABE a teal SY (eal ATWO oy 
SUES ie SUS ¢ 55 0S i BLS 5 AN Dts 
a 3 7 y d an 
rit JF et NING — N35 32 ddiyples ean 
Se 55 IS 5 55 te) GN a as 
CUS 5 B55 SN & EEC a cod ¢ 
(VY-Y1: OSI: ae JT) Ole 
Say, "O Allah! Sovereign of the Dominion! You give 
dominion to whom You will and take away dominion from 
whom You will. You exalt whom you will and You abase whom 
You will. In your hand is the good. Surely, you have power over 
everything. You make the night to merge into the day, and You 
make the day to merge into the night. And you bring forth the 
living from the dead, and you bring forth the dead from the 


living. And You give sustenance to whom You will without 
measure’. 


Sie Vales sles 05585 1555 Sal Mee Gt J coh 8” 
Cal eats © Gaby Vi ios “ah GE Cty Se 


@ Bukhari # 4826, Muslim # 2-2246, Abu Dawud # 5274, Ahmad # 1/272. 
@ Muslim # 3-2246. © Ahmad # 2/272. 
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(1-0 OLY: ip) O58 0 OY UV) 
He is (Allah) who made the sun a radiance, and the moon a light, 
and measured out stages for it, that you may know the number of 
the years and the reckoning (of time). Allah created not (all) this but 
with truth. He makes (His signs manifest for a people who know. 


Surely in the alternation of night and day, and all that which Allah 
has created in the heavens and the earth, there are signs for a God 


fearing people. (10: 5-6) 


This discloses that He has differentiated between the sun 
and the moon in their lights, shapes, times and orbits. He made 
the sun a shining , bright, powerful light with a radiant surface, 
and the moon dimmer in its light and cooler and benefitting. He 
appointed its phases so that it begins the month as a small 
crescent with little brightness because of its nearness to the sun 
and relative weakness so that its light is dimmer on the second 
night than on the first, whereafter it goes on increasing till it is 
perfect on the fourteenth night. Again, it dwindles, night by 
night, till the end of the month when it returns to what it had 
been in the beginning, and the cycle begins a new on the first of 
the new month. We know the months from the moon while we 
know the nights and days from the sun and thus we distinguish 


the years and centuries. 
Allah says: 
SAE Valles Jes 55591555 5abN5 he GB Ja Coll 58” 
(CAN: iy) loos 525) 
He is (Allah) who made the sun a radiance, and the moon a light, 


and measured out stages for it, that you may know the number of 
the years and the reckoning (of time). (10 : 5) 


ifaw 2 aia ie; Jat es ol N55 J es” 
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And we made the night and the day as two signs. Then we obli- 
terate the sign of the night, and make the sign of the day sight- 
giving, that you may seek bounty from your lord, and that you may 
know the numbering of the years, and reckoning (of time). And 
everyting we have expounded in detail. (17 : 12) 


“hy Wes Nye a “ab Si 6 Silay 
(VAL aN: ad) 
They ask you concerning new moons. Say, They are (to reckon) 
periods of time for man kind and (to determine the period) for haijj. 
(2: 189) 
The scholars place the planets in different heavens, like the 
moon in the heaven above the earth the first heaven, the sun in 
the fourth and so on. But some others maintain that all of them 


are in the frist heaven though some may be above the other. They 
cite the following verses for their observation: 


dv , aa (7 Aire er 43 te ve ed 4 3ohe 
wh Ue ge GL 5 eta GAN SON G5 SS” 


(0 4M): ih 
And certainly we have adorned the lower heaven with lamps and 
we have made them (as) missiles for pelting satans. (67 : 5) 


SONS AS) 


rte fa “2 
Aten Toe BAS SS Bei Bo Ses 
—* ald jp jis DNs ie 5 tess GU 

(VY QYI: eLyai) 


Then He ordained them as seven heavens in two days, and revealed 
in every heaven its command. And we adorned the lower heaven 
with lamps, and made it guarded. That is the decree of the Mighty, 


the Knower. (41 : 12) 


They contend that the seven heavens nay all the eight 
revolve with their cargo of stars, planets and comets in a reverse 
spin from hte west to the east. The moon completes its orbit in a 
month and the sun, which is in the fourth heaven, in a year. Their 
‘orbits do not clash and the distance of the fourth heaven, and the 
path of their orbits overlap twelve times in a year. As for Zuhal 
(or Saturn), which is said by same, to be in the seventh heaven 
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(though others place all celestial bodies in the first), it completes 
its orbit in thirty years. In terms of the lowest heaven it is like 
three hundred and sixty times. 


Gates of Damascus : 


Some popele have spoken at length on the heavenly bodies, 
their sizes, nature, orbits and so on. They have then tried to relate 
their inflence on the earth but most of them know little. 
The Greeks used to reside in Syria before the times of Prophet 
Eesa p> «1 , and had gone very deep into this study. They had 
built the city of Damascus with its seven gates. At the top of each 
gate, they had erectd a temple on the pattern of the seven planets, 
everyone worshipping in his temple and praying to it (the star). 
Historians have thrown light on this fact, particularly the 
compiler of Kitabus-Sirr al-Maktum. The polytheists,. the sabi'in 

in among them, worshipped the stars. 


Allah says: 


G5 EW ams Falls FEI S145 IS ale 55” 
HIRE sheer a <2 bi SHE CP Myo; <i 
(TY 4YI: - La) 


And of His signs are the night and the day, the sun and the moon. 
Prostrate not your selves unto the sun nor to the moon, but 
prostrate yourselves to Allah who created them, if it is , in truth, 
Him whom you worship. (41 : 37) 


Allah says in the Qur'an that the hudhud (or the hoopoe) in 
formed Prophet Sulayman ¢»—) «1 + about Bilquis, the queen of 
Saba, and her army in Yaman and what happened there : 


? Sete AE 

Jee’ p36 W568 IS be E55) Dette 
sacle eb sion iusphe apis hiss 
eA peo tale e Aides AED Nhe 27 
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I found a woman ruling over them, and she has been given of 
everything, and she has a Mighty throne. I found her and her 
people prostrating to the sun, instead of Allah, and Satan has made 
their deeds alluring to them, and has barred them from the way, so 
they are not guided, so that they prostrate not themselves to Allah, 
who brings forth what is hidden in the heavens and the earth, and 
He knows what you conceal and what you reveal. Allah! There is 
no God but he the Lord of the Mighty throne. (27 : 23-26 -a 
prostration must be made here) 


A e329 Sees acme Oi Gide 

5 NESS STING Fm tg Stes ejaslls Sails 
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Have you not seen that unto Allah prostrates whosoever is in the 
heavens and Who soever is on the earth, and the sun and the moon, 
and the stars, and the mountains, and the trees, and the animals, 
and many of mankind? And there are many of them on whom 
chastisement is justified. And the one whom Allah abases, there is 
none to honour him, Surely Allah does whatsoever He wills. (22:18, 
a prostration must be made here). 


dence 5 - der 24% 9 
ENG geod of Me ho 8 5A Le 55 
PN 305 oy) gt hj dy Sies eh aes 
2p 236+ a7 On| Wie oor 
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a3 be cte2e- 
(0+ -£A OWS: fowl * Ss bd 24 
Have you not observed the things which Allah has created, their 
shadows inclining to the right and to the left, prostrating before 
Allah, while being lowly? To Allah prostrates whatsoever is in the 
heavens and whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the 
earth of the living creatures, and (also) the angels, and they show 
not arrogance. They fear their Lord above them, and do what they 
are commanded. (16 : 48-50 , a prostration must be made here). 


jaa, ples Kis HESS BN oy oy ee Nine 
(Veal: sey . “ JLeNl 
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And unto Allah prostrate all who are in the heavens and the earth, 
willingly or unwillingly, as (also) do their shadows in the morning 
and the evening. (13 : 15, a prostration must be made here). 


Wet 5 515° ABS AM ed Ne i” 
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The seven heavens and the earth, and whosoever is in them, glorify 
Him. And there is not a thing but glorifies Him with His praise, but 
you understand not their glorification. Surely He is ever 
Forbearing, Forgiving. (17: 44) 


There are many other verses on this subject. 
Sun to Moon: 


The noblest of the heavenly bodies observed are the stars 
and the most noble and prominent of them are the sun and the 
moon. The Khalil (who is Allah's friend Prophet Ibrahim poi 1+ 
pointed out to the falsehood of believing them to be deities. 


ots a~z# a #7 4 Seats I “7 4 # Ne - a7< 
Y IG Jus 755 his IG 055165 J ale > cb” 
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So when the night outspread over him, he saw a star. He said, "This 
is my Lord". But when it set, he said, "I love not the setters". (6:78) 


"Setters" who "disappear". 


Jwr 3 


ee 
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(V4_VY 29! : Ls) 


Then, when he saw the moon rising, he said, "This is my Lord". But 
when it set, he said, "If my Lord does not guide me, I would 
certainly be of the people gone astray". Then, when he saw the sun 
rising he said, "This is my Lord, this is the greatest!" But when it set, 
he exclaimed, "O my people, surely I am quit of that you associate 
(with Allah, Surely I have turned my face; as a man of pure faith, to 
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Him Who originated the heavens and the earth, and I am not of the 
associators”. (6 : 77-79) 


Clearly, therefore, these celestial bodies-the stars, the sun 
and the moom-are not Divine. They are all subservient and 
cannot do anything on their own. They have to follow the course 
determined for them without trespassing or neglecting anything. 


This is why Allah says : 


VG AAU Chaat FE SUNG IN abl 505” 
Tria Se ol Aas 8 aie iN aD bri, i 
(YY AY): cai) 


And of His signs are the night and the day, the sun and the moon. 
Prostrate not yourselves unto the sun nor to the moon; but 
prostrate yourselves to Allah who created them, if it is, in truth, 
Him whom you worship. (41 : 37) 


It is established in a hadith narrated by Ibn Umar & Ibn 
Abbas 4 and (Sayyidah) Aysha 4+ 4li,,2, ans others that Allah's 
Messenger & said, “Surely, the sun and the moon are two of the 
(several) signs of Allah's The Mighty, The Glorious. And they do 
not eclipse on the death or the birth of anyone".® Abu Hurayrah 
4» narrated that the Prophet & said, “The sun and the moon will 
be folded up on the Day of Resurrection". 


Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet & said, "Surely 
the sun and the moon will be agitated in hell on the Day of 
Resurrection". Hasan@ asked, "What is their religion?” He 
protested, "I narrate to you the Prophet& hadith and you ask 
about their religion".6 Bazzar said that there was just this one 
line of transmission from Abu Hurayrah & and Abdullah 
ad-Danaj did not narrated from, Abu Salamah except this hadith, 
both being sub-narrators. 


Another hadith one of whose sub-narrators is Ragashi who is 
weak is narrated by Anas that the Porphet& said, "The sun 
and the moon will be agitated and deformed in hell.© Ibn 
Abbas said about (\:A\ ) L538 ju13) that the heavenly bodies 


@ Bukhari # 1044, Muslim # 1-91, Nasa'i # 1474, Maalik in Muwatta # 1 in 
Kitab Salatul Kusuf, Ahmad # 3/374. 
@ Bukhari # 3200. © Bazzar. © Abu Ya'la. 
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will be rolled up on the Day of Resurrection in the sea and a 
westerly wind will be sent and the fire will burn them".@ These 
aathar point out that the sun and the moon are creations of Allah. 
He created them when He willed, and treated them as He chose. 
He has a reason for destroying them and an over-ruling wisdom. 
None can ask Him what He does through His knowledge, 
wisdom, power, will. He enforces His will and wisdom which 
none can reject or prevent or overcome. 

Here Ibn Kathir «1 + ia_-, has reproduced from the 
beginning of Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Yasar's Kitab us sirah, the 
poetry of Zayd ibn Amr ibn Nufayl on the creation of the 
universe and the celestial bodies. But Ibn Hisham said that it 
belongs to Abu Sult. It is a beautiful presentation of praise of 
Allah and a declaration of His unity. It ends on a note of prayer, 
seeking forgiveness and blessings. 

We know, therefore, that the fixed stars and the revolving 
bodies are all creation of Allah as, indeed. 


He says: 


Cd 
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And revealed in every heaven its command. And We adorned the 
lower heaven with lamps, and made it guarded. That is the decree 
of the Mighty, the Knower. (41:12) 


Harut & Marut: 

As for the story of Harut and Marut meeting Zuhrah, a 
woman, and teaching her the great name of Allah whereby she 
turned into a star (Venus), it is perhaps from the Judaica. Or, Ka’b 
al-Ahbar may have narrated it to some of the tabi'in as a parable 
of the Bani Isra’il. 

There is a hadith narrated by Ibn Umar in which the story 
is mentioned at length and it says that Zuhrah was personified for 
them as the most beautiful woman of all human beings. The two 
of them came to her and invited her to submit her body to them. 
And then the story follows. 


© Ibn Abu Hatim. © Ahmad 2/134, Ibn Hibban. 


THE STORY OF THE CREATION 67 


It is also transmitted by Abdur Razzaq in his tafsir as narra- 
ted by Ibn Umar, Hakim in Mustadrak and Ibn Abu Haatim in 
his tafsir both as narrated by Ibn Abbas, Abu Bakr Bazzar 
reported from Ibn Umar, through two lines of transmission 
both having a weak set of sub-narrators. It says that the 
Prophet & said, "There was a cruel tithe-collector whom Allah 
turned into a meteor". However, the authorities have rejected 
some sub- narrators in the chain. 


The Galaxy or Milky Way and the Rainbow 


Ibn Abbas narrated that Heraclius wrote to Mu'awiyah 
that if they still possessed some knowledge of prophethood, he 
must answer him about the majarrah (Milky way), the qaws 
(rainbow) and about the buq'ah or the spot which the sun does 
not reach except for an hour (or a short while). These questions 
nonplussed Mu'awiyah < who sought the help of Ibn Abbas # . 
He wrote to Mu'awiyah # that the (.-»5) rainbow was a pro- 
tection for the people of the earth against drowning while the 
(¢~+) milky way or galaxy was the gate of the heaven from which 
the earth was split (to pour rain on the people of Nuh pe). As 
for the (#42) the place on which the sun shines for only an hour of 
the day, it is the sea that emerges from the Banu Isra'il®. 


Jabir ibn Abdullah narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, 
"O Mu'adh, I am sending you to a people who follow the 
Scriptures. If you are asked about the majarrah that lies in the 
heaven then say that it is the saliva of the snake that is under the 
Throne"® . However, this is a completely rejected hadith. It is 
fabricated. A sub-narrator Fadl ibn Mukhtar known as Abu Sahl 
Basri was an inventor of hadith and is rejected by the authorities. 


Allah says : 


C585 — SL C28 US BSS FASS ah 
Mg cae Selah Suits ci iS NG” glory de I 
(YN ORY ss) Jabs Jad a4 4 i Pip teers yee 
He is (Allah) Who shows you the lightning, for fear nd for hope, 
and He brings up the heavy clouds. And the thunder glorifies Him 


@ Tabarani, Bukhari in al-Adab ul-Mufra # 766,767 (English translation Darul 
Isha'at, Karachi). @ Ibid 
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with His praise and the angels too, in awe of Him. And He sends 
the thunderbolts and smites with them whomsoever He will, yet 
they (the disbelievers) dispute about Allah, and he is Might in 


prowess. (13:12-13) 
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In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation 
of the night and the day, and (in) the ships that sail on the ocean 
(laden) with that which profits mankind, and in the water which 
Allah sends down from the sky then revives thereby the earth after 
its death and scatters therein all kinds of animals, and in the change 
of the winds, and the clouds made subservient between heaven and 
earth surely there are signs for a people who understand. (2 : 164) 


Clouds : 

Ibrahim ibn Sa'eed ae diz, reported that his father reported 
that a Shaykh of Banu Ghaffar narrated that he heard Allah's 
Messenger & say, "Surely Allah raises the cloud and it utters the 
best of sounds and it laughs the best of laughs". 


Musa ibn Ubaydah ibn Sa’'d ibn Ibrahim said, “Its utterance 
is the thunder and its laugh is the lightning”. 
Muhammad ibn Muslim disclosed that they learnt that the 


lightning is an angel that has four faces : a human face , a face of 
an ox, a face of an eagle and a face of a lion. When it wags its tail, 


that is the lightning.® 
Thunderclap : 


Saalim reported his father (Ibn Umar 4) as narrating that 
when Allah's Messenger heard the thunder and the 


thunderclap he prayed : 
—“ Hs J5 ie, A G5 ek, Liles 9 tabi 


@ Ibn Abu Hatim. 


o Ahmad 5/435. 
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O Allah, do not kill us withYour anger, and do not destroy 
us with Your punishment, but preserve us before that.® 


Abu Hurayrah narrated that when he heard the thunder, 
the Prophet& prayed : 


Gos 2 rey MEIN es 52 5 - 743 
Glorified is He whom the thunder glorifies with its praise.@ 
Ali said that he used to pray : 
oi see, a rs 


Glory be to Him whom you glorify. 
Ibn Abbas, Aswad ibn Yazid, Tawus and others also 
narrated the like of it. Abdullah ibn Umar stppped speaking 
when he heard a thunderclap and prayed: 


M astise 2 383 UNG i AEN ee yee Sin” 

Glory be to Him whom the thunderclap glorifies with praise. 
And the angels glorify in awe of Him). And, he said, "This is a 
stern warning for the earthling".® 

Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 
"Your Lord says: If My slaves were to obey Me, I would pour on 
them rain by night and cause the sun to rise on them by day. And 
when they hear the sound of thunder, they must make mention of 
Allah, for it does not afflict one who remembers". 


© Tirmidhi # 3450, Ahmad 2/100,102, Nasai in Ama al-Yawn.Wal Layl, 
Haakim in Mustadrak 4/286, Bukhari in al adab al Mufrad # 721. 


@ Tabari. 
© Maalik im Muwatta # 26 in Kalam Chapter (II) 


© Ahmad 2/283, 359 


CHAPTER 
Mention of the creation of the angels 
and their characteristics 


Allah the Exalted, says : 
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And they say: "The Compassionate has taken an offspring. He is 
glorified. Nay, they are honoured servants. They precede Him not 
in word, and by His command they act. He knows whatsoever is 
before them and whatsoever is behind them, and they intercede not 
except for him with whom He is pleased, and in awe of Him they 
are fearful. And whosoever of them sould say, "Surely I am a god 
besides Him", such a one We would recompense with Hell. Thus do 
We recompense the evildoers. (21: 26-29) 
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The heavens may wellnigh be rent asunder above them, while the 
angels glorify the praise of their Lord and ask forgiveness for those 
on earth. Behold, surely Allah He is the Forgiver, the Merciful. 
(42 : 5) 
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Those who bear the Throne, and those who are around it glorify the 
praise of their Lord and believe in Him and ask forgiveness for 
those who believe, (saying) "Our Lord! You embrace everything in 
mercy and knowledge, so forgiven those who repent and follow 
Your way, and protect them the chastisement of the Hell-fire. Our 
Lord! and admit them in Gardens of perpetual bliss which You 
have promised them and those who were righteous of their fathers, 
and their wives and their offspring. Surely you are the Mighty, the 


wise. (40 : 7-8) 
YA5 leds oud Ss dhe Gil \375e2 os” 
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But if they are arrogant, yet those who are with your Lord glorify 
Him nignt and day, and they aren never wearied. (41 : 38) 
(Prostration must be made here) 
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And those who are in His presence are not too arrangant to worship 
Him, not are they weary. They glorify (Him) by night and day, they 
flag not. (21 : 19-20) 
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And there is none of us (angels), but has an assigned station, and 
surely we are ranged in ranks; and surely we glorify Him. 
(37 : 164-167) 
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And we (angels) descend not but by the command of your Lord. To 
Him belongs whatsoever is before us, and whatsoever is behind us, 
and whatsoever is between these and your Lord is never forgetful. 


(19 : 64) 
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And surely over you are (appointed) guardians, noble wirters. They 


know whatsoever you do. (82 : 10-12) 
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And none knows the hosts of your Lord but He (74, : 31) 
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And the angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying), 
"Peace be upon you, for that you persevered-how blessed is the 


abode of the hereafter!. (13 : 23-24) 


é 


55 EAA Oe - Bb F ate A Do oh 
Bj STI Jes 255 oS) bi LSS” 


JS clea 5) © TEL ha tig € O59 ENG ee 


(VAM 2 bb) "bg 
All praise belongs to Allah, the Originater of the heavens and the 
earth, the Appointer of the angels as messengers having 'wings' 
two, three and four. He adds to the creation what He will. 
SurelyAllah has power over everything. (35:1) 
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And on that day the heaven will be rent asunder with claouds, 
and the angels will be sent down-a grand descending. The 
sovereignty of that day shlall be True (sovereignty) belonging to 
the compassionate, and it shall be a hard day for the disbelievers. 
(25 : 25-26) 
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And those who hope not for a meeting with Us say, "Why have the 
angels not been sent down to us, or why we see not our Lord?" 
Certainly they are too arrogant of themselves and have greatly 
exceeded the bonds in revolt. On the day they see the angels-no 
glad tidings there would be that day for the guilty. And they (the 
angels) will say, "There is a barrier forbidden. (25 : 21-22) 


PARA SII Saoh Noe 5 41-55 SMe MIG SIF 32” 
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Who soever is an enemy to Allah and His angels His Messenger, 


and Jibril and Mikail, then surely Allah is an enemy to the 
disbelievers. (2 : 98) 
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O you who believe, save yourselves and your families from a fire 
whose fuel is mankind and stones, over which are (appointed) 


angels, stern strong, who disobey not Allah in what He commands 
them, but they do what they are commanded. (66 : 6) 


There are many verses describing the angels with strength of 


worship and nature, great sight and appearance, and variety of 
look. 


Allah says : 
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And when Our Messenger came to Lut, he was perturbed on their 
account and distressed for them, and he said, "This is a distressful 
day”. And his people came to him, running to wards him; and 
before then they had been doing evil deeds. (11 : 77-78) 


Lut’s pale People: 


We have mentioned in our tafsir that which many of the 
ulama have mentioned that the angels appeared to them as 


THE STORY OF THE CREATION 75 


beatiful young, men to test them. The people of Lut »» J). __1 + 
succumbed to the temptation and invited punishment on them 
selves, and Allah seized them a mighty, powerful seizing. In the 
same way, Jibril ;>>~i.1+ came to the Prophet & in many different 
forms. Sometimes he came as Dihyah ibn Khalifah Kalbi 4, 
sometimes as a villager and sometimes in his own appearance in 
which he is created. He has six hundred wings and every two 
wings are as apart as the distance between the east and the west. 
The Prophet & saw him in this form twice, once descending from 
the heaven to earth. He also saw him near the Sidrat ul-Muntaha 


(lote-tree of the utmost limit), near to which is the Garden of the 
Abode. 


Allah says : 
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Taught him by one of might power, one vigorous. So he stood 


straight, while he was on the uppermost horizon. Then he drew 
nigh and hung down, suspended. (53 : 5-8) 


He was Jibril ><. . We have mentioned it in the tafsir from 
more than one sahabi # . They include Ibn Masud 4 , Abu 
Hurayrah #, Abu Dharr 4 and Sayyidah Ayshah i++ ii .2,. 
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Till he was within two bows’ length or even nearer. Thus did Allah) 
reveal to His servant that which He revealed. (53 : 9-10) 


The servant was Muhammad && . 
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And certainly he saw him yet another time, by the lote-tree of the 
utmost boundary, nigh to which is the Garden of the abode when 
that which shrouds shrouded the lote-tree, the eye swerved not, nor 
swept away. (53 : 13-17) 
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Sidratul Muntaha : 

We have mentioned the ahadith of al-Isra in the surah 
subhan (al-Isra or Bani Israil # 17) that the Sidrat ul-Muntaha is in 
the seventh heaven, and according to a version, its roots are in the 
sixth and branched extend to the seventh where what covers it, 
covers it with Allah's command. It is said that the nur (light) of 
the Lord, Mighty and Glorious covers it; or a golden spreading; or 
different kinds of colours unrestricted; or the angels; or the light 
of Allah, the Exalted, so that none can describe its beauty and 
nature. There is no contradiction in these sayings. Perhaps they 
all describe it from different angles. The Prophet & said (in the 
hadith of Mi'raj). "Then I was taken up to the Sidrat ul-Muntaha. 
And behold! Its fruits are like the vessels of earthen ware".0 And 
according to a version, "like the vessels of earthenware of Hajar. 
Its leaves are like the ears of elephants. Behold! from its roots 
emerge two concealed rivers and two apparent rivers. The two 
concealed ones are in Paradise and the two apparent ones are the 
Nile and the Exphrates".@ This subject did up in the discussion 
of the creation of the earth and what it contains of the seas and 
rivers. Therein are the Prophe's & words, "And I was raised to 
the Bayt ul-Ma'mur. Behold! Everyday seventy thousand angels 
enter it but they do not return to it". There, he found Prophet 
Ibrahim ->~i«t« with his back to the Bayt ul-Ma’mur. It is on the 

seventh heaven of the same standing as the Ka'bah on earth. 


When Ali ibn Abu Talib 4 was asked about it, he said that it 
is a mosque in the (seventh) heaven and is called ad-Durah and it 
is in line with the Ha'bah and above it. It is the haram in the 
heaven as the House is on the earth and every day seventy 
thousand angels pray in it, never returning to it. This is how it is 
reported from Ali 4 through another line of transmission too. 


Baytul Ma‘mur: 

Ibn Abbas 4 narrated that Allah's Messenger & said "The 
Baytul-Mamur is in the heaven. It is called ad-Durah and it is 
above and like the Baytul-Haram, linear to it. Were it to fall 
down, it would drop on it. Seventy thousand angels enter it 
every day whereafter they are not seen at all. Indeed, it has 
sanctity in the heavens of the same degree as the sanctity of 
Makkah"@, meaning, Makkah’'s sanctity on the earth. The same is 


@ Ibn Kathi describes the fruit as Jie! _~ 55 (Peaks of Mountains), F.N. P 65. 
@ Bukhari # 3887, 3207, Muslim # 259-162, 262-165, Nasa'i # 449, Ahmad # 


4/207, 3/128. © Tabarani 
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reported by Awfi, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Rabi'ibn Anas. Suddi and 
others. One day Allah's Messenger & said to his Sahabah 
p+) 2), "Do you know what the Baytul-Ma'mtr is?" They said, 
"Allah and His Messenger know best." He said, "A mosque in the 
heaven, linear to the Ha'bah so that if it dropped down, it would 
fall over it. Every day, seventy thousand angels pray in it. When 
they go out, they do not return to it". 

Dahhak presumed that it was built by a group of angels 
called the jinns of the tribe of Iblis on whom be Allah's curse. 
They were known as sadnah,@ and they served it. 

Some others say that there is a house in every heaven 
frequented by the angels to worship therein. They go to it by 
turns just as the earthlings frequent the Baytul-Atiq for hajj every 
year, and for umrah all the time, and for tawaf (circumambulat- 
ion) and Salah every moment. 

Sa'eed ibn Yahya ibn Sa'eed al-Amawi wrote in the begin- 
ning of his book. The Maghazi, that Abu Ubayd narrated from 
Mujahid, "The haram is sanctified in the seven heavens and the 

seven earths and it is the fourth of the fourteen Houses. There is a 
House in every heaven and on every earth. If they would fall, 
some of them would fall on others. "Mujahid said that they are in 
line. Abdullah ibn Amr 4 said, "Surely the haram is sacred in the 
seven heavens as it is on earth. And indeed, the Baytul Maqdis is 
sacred in the seven heavens as it is on earth." It is as some poet 
has said that He Who raised the heaven built for it a House with 
Story supports, and very long. 

The house in the heaven is Baytul-Izzah, and the angel who 
is the leader there is Isma’il. On this basis, the seventy thousand 
angels that enter the Bayt ul-Ma'mur every day, not again getting 
an opportunity to enter it till the end of time, are the inhabitants 
of the seventh heaven alone. 


This is why Allah asys : 
Ay “cf @ fier 2948 S690 “7-9 
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And none knows the hosts of your Lord but He (74 : 31). 


Heaven Squeaks : 
Abu Dharr # narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, "I see 
what you do not see and I hear what you do not hear. The heaven 


© Servants of the Kabah. © Qatadah &. 
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squeaks and it has a right to squeak. There is not in it space 
enough to keep four fingers but an angel is prostrating on it. If 
you know what I know, you would laugh little and weep much, 
and you would not enjoy the women on the beds but would 
ascend up to the altitudes, raising voices in supplication to Allah, 
the Mighty, the Glorious. Abu Dharr expressed the wish, "By 
Allah! I wish that I was a tree chopped down".® 


Jabir ibn Abdullah & narrated that the Prophet & said, 
“There is not in the seven heavens space so much as of a foot, a 
span or a palm but there is an angel standing in prayer, or an 
angel in prostration, or an angel bowing".® On the day of 
resurrection, all of them will say, ‘We could not worship You as 
was the right of Your worship, except that we did not assosiate 
anything with You". 


These two ahadith prove that every inch of space in the 
seven heavens is occupied by angels worshiping Allah in one way 
or the other. They are engaged perpetually in worship, in glori- 
fying Him and in chanting supplication, in whatever Allah has 
commanded them to do. They have different degrees in the sight 
of Allah. 


He says : 
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And there is none of us but has an assigned station, and surely we 
are ranged in ranks; and surely we glorify Him. (37: 164-166) 


The Prophet & asked, “Will you not stand in rows as the 
angels stand before their Lord?" They enquired, "How do they 
stand in rows before their Lord?". He said, "They complete the 
first row and arrange the row". He added, Allah has given us 
excellence over the people by three things. He has made the earth 
a masjid (mosque) for us, and its soil pure and a means of 
purifying, and made our rows (in prayer) like the rows of the 
angel”.0 This is how they will come on the day of resurrection 
before the Lord, Mighty and Glorious in rows, 


© Tirmidhi # 2313, Ibn Majah # 4190, Ahmad # 5/173. 
© The text has ‘returning’. ® Tabarani. © Ahmad # 5/8, 106. 
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as He says : 


HZ Oe eee sitetic mes cree 
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And your Lord will come, and the angels as well, lined up in rows. 
(89 : 22) 


They will stand in rows before their Lord, Mighty and 
Glorious, on the day of resurrection. 


Allah says : 
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On the day when the Ruh (spirit) and the angels will stand in rows. 


They will not speak, except the one who is permitted by the 
All-Merciful and speaks aright. (78 : 38) 


Ruh : 

Here, the word Ruh (C4) means the children of Aadam 
p41 + . This is the opinion of Ibn Abbas 4 , Hasan and Qata- 
dah. It is also said that they are the angels resembling the children 
of Aadam »»—«_1+ in appearance. This is the opinion of Ibn 
Abbas 4 , Mujahid, Abu Salih and A'mash. It is held by Sha’bi, 
Sa’eed ibn Jubayr and Dahhak that it refers to Jibril pit . Some 
others say he is an angel called ar-Ruh in the measure of all the 
creation. Ibn Abbas 4% also said that he is an angel, the mightest 
of all angels in creation. 


Ibn Mas'ud # narrated that the Ruh is in the fourth 
heaven. He is greater than the heavens and the mountains and 
the angels. He glorifies daily twelve thousand glorifications. 
Against every gloification, Allah creates an angel who will form 
a row on the day or resurrection all alone.® But this hadith is 
very strange. 


Ibn Abbas narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger & 
say, Allah has an angel which, if told to swallow the heavens 
and the earths in one gulp, he would do so. He glorifies thus: 
(cS t—> Jbil_»—) . Glory be to You wherever You are”. This 
hadith also is very strange. 


© Tabari. © Tabarani. 
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Bearers of Throne: 

We have described the bearers of the Throne in the hadith of 
Jabir ibn Abdullah < that the Prophet & said, "I am permitted to 
distance between the lobe of his ear and his shoulder is a journey 
of seven hundred years".® According to a version: "the flight of a 
bird between them is seven hundred years".® 


Jibril: (>Use) 
In describing Jibril >» , Allah has said: 


(ORV emt) “cs! All Aga ale” 


Taught him by one of mighty power. (53 : 5) 

He has terrible strength. He carried the cities of the people of 
Lut p<. + that numbered seven together with the peoples in it 
who were nearly four hundred thousand. There also were beasts, 
little animals, fields, buildings and other things. He carried them 
up in a corner of a wing almost to the heaven where the angels 
could here the barking of their dogs and the crowing of their 
hens. Then he turned it upside down so that its top became the 
bottom. This is. the ‘mighty power’. Then as for Allah's words 
(33 one of vigour), they mean ‘beauty’ and a well- formed 
physique. 

This is as in another verse : 
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It is surely the word of a noble messenger. (69 : 40 & 81-19) 

Who is Jibril ->— i- , Allah's messenger, noble and 
beautiful to look and of moghty power, near the possessor of the 
Throne. He has a hight station in Allah's sight and he is obeyed 
by the heavenly beings. He is the trusted, and he was the envoy 
of Allah to His messengers ¢>~ carrying the revelation to them 
which was made up of true infomation and just laws. 
Accordingly, he also came to the Prophe t& in different from as 
we have stated earlier. He saw him in the form in which Allah 
created him twice. He has six hundred wings as_ narrated 
by Bukhari from Talq ibn Ghannam «1+ dii-, from Za'idah 

Shaybani«t- lii_-, who said that he adsked Zirr 1 Wii, about 
Allah's words: 


© Abu Dawud # 4727 


@ Ibn Abu Hatim. 
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(53: 9-10) already translated. 


He said that Abdullah ibn Mas'ud#s narrated to them that 
Muhammad &§ had seen Jibril ~~ and he had six hundred 


wings.® 

Abdullah (ibn Mas'ud#s) narrated, “Allah's Messenger & 
saw Jibril -»~it- in his (real) form and he had six hundred wings, 
each of the wings blocked the horizon, things of a variety of 
colours dropped from his wings, like pearls and rubies and what 
is known to Allah.® 

Ibn Mas'ud4 narrated about the verses : 
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That Allah's Messenger & said, "I saw Jibril 411+ having 
six hundred wings. There scattered from his hair a multi-coloured 
assortment of pearls and rubies”. 

Shugayq ibn Slamah —1+ii_-, said that he heard Ibn 
Mas'ud4 narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, "I saw Jibril 
near the Sidratul Muntaha. He had six hundred wings". Aasim a 


sub narrator, was asked about the wings. He said that some of the 
Sahabah .+¢ said, "The wings extend from the east to the west”. 


Ibn Mas'ud narrated that the Propheti® said, “Jibril came 
to me in a green garment, pearls hung down from it".® 
Abdullah (ibn Mas'ud 4) narrated about the verse : 
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(53:11) already translated. 


That Allah's Messenger saw Jibril -»~i._1+ wearing two 
robes, fulttering (his wings) which had covered the space between 


the heaven and the earth.© 

© Bukhari # 3232, 4856, 4857. @ Ahmad 1/395, Bukhari # 4858. 

© Ahmad 1/412. © Ahmad 1/407. © Ahmad 1/407. 
© Ibn Jarir Tabari. 
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Masrug reported that he asked (Sayyidah) Ayshal¢s li 2, 


"Does not Allah say": 
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And he did see him on the clear horizon. (81:23) and, 
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And, indeed he saw him another time. (53: 13) 


She said, "I am the first (person) of this ummah to have 
asked Allah's Messenger & about it and he said, "Indeed, he was 
Jibril >. . I did not see him in his form in which he is created, 
except twice. I saw him descerding from the heaven to the earth, 
barring (from view) whatever is between the heaven and earth 
with his huge physique”.® 

Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger & said to Jibril 
eyJi._L +, “Why do you not visit me oftener than you do?" So this 
verse was revealed : 


(112 491: ey) 


And we do not descend but with the command of your Lord to 
Him belongs what is in front of us and what is behind us @ (19:64) 


Ibn Abbas also narrated that Allah's Messenger was 
(always) the most generous of all people and he would be more 
generous in Ramadan than he was otherwise, when (in Ramadan) 
Jibril p>» ~1+ met him. He met him every night in Ramadan and 
taught him the Quran. Allah's Messenger & was more generous 
in (doing) good than the winds sent (by Allah).© 


Ibn Shihab « ii, narrated that Umar ibn Abdul Aziz& 
delayed the salah of asr a little while. So, Urwah 4 said the him, 
"Know that Jibril came down and led the salah in the Prophet's & 
presence”. Umar 4 remarked, "Careful what you say, O Uwrah!' 
He said that he heard Bashir ibn Abu Mas'ud¢ say that he heard 
Allah's Messenger & say, “Jibril-»i.1+ came down and I prayed 
with him. Again, I prayed with him. Again, I prayed with him. 


@ Bukhari # 3234, 3235, 361, Muslim # (177) 287, Ahmad 6/236. 
@ Bukhari # 3218, 4731, 7455, Ahmad 1/231. 
® Bukhari # 6,3220, Ahmad 1/231. 
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Again, I prayed with him. Again, I prayed with him. He counted 
five salahs with his finger. 


Israfil: (plate) 


Israfil-4—).__1_~ is one of the bearers of the Throne. He will 
sound the trumpet three times at the command of his Lord. The 
first of those will cause a terrible commotion. The second will 
bring about a universal swooning and the third will cause a 
resurrection as we will see in this book at the appropriated place 
by Allah's help and enablement. The sur or trumpet is a horn in 
which he will blow. Each of its circle wil be like what is between 
the heaven and the earth. And there is in it a hollow for the souls 
of the creatures. When Allah will command him to blow for the 
resurrection and he blows, the souls will emerge glowing the 
while. Allah will say, "By My Honour and Glory, let every soul 
return to its body which it had been occupying in the world". So, 
they will enter the bodies in their graves. They will rush into 
them as poison spreads on the sting. The bodies will gain life and 
the graves will be split up for them. Thus, they will come out of 
them and go swiftly to the place of gathering as we shall see it 
later. 


This is why Allah's Messenger& said, “How can I be at 
peace when the one deputed with it has put the trumpet to his 
mouth, bent his forehead and awaits when he is permitted to 
blow it". They asked, "What should we say, O Messenger of 
Allah?" He said, "say }53\ e535 UIs Allah suffices us and He 
is the best of Guardians. We place our trust in Him".® It is 
narrated by Abu Sa'eed Khudri#». He also quoted the Porphet & 
as saying that on his right is Jibril and on his left is Mika’il pi.© 


Ibn Abbas @ narrated that while Jibri 1 -»1.1+ was with the 
Prophet & , the horizon of the heaven split and Israfil Xi 
came to the Prophet& and said, "O Muhammad, Allah has 
commanded you to choose between being a human Prophet or an 
angel Prophet". The Prophet & disclosed to the sahabah that 
Jibril >) 1+ advised him by gestures and he understood that he 
should choose to remain a human being. That angel ascended 
with the answer to the heaven and the Prophet & asked Jibril 
erwiate, "Who is he, OJibril?" He said, "He is Israfil Xie. 
Allah crearted him when He did, and between him and the Lord 
are seventy curtains of light which he cannot approach without 


© Bukhari # 521, 3221, Muslim # 166, 610, Nasai # 495, Ibn Majah # 668. 
@ Tirmidhi# 2431, Ahmad 3/73. © Ahmad 3/9,10. 
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fear of burning down. There is the tablet before him. When Allah 
permits him to do domething in the heaven or on earth, the tablet 
is raised and he draws his forehead, has a closer look. If it 
concerns me, he commands me to act. If it concerns Mikail >) 
then he directs him to do it. If it is a command for the angel of 
death, he passes on the command to him". I asked Jibril -»)_1 
what his responsibilites were and he said, "I am over the winds 
and the hosts”. I asked about Mikail -»~)1+ and he told me that 
he was reponsibile for the plants and cultivation and the rain. 
About the angel of death, he said "He is in charge of extracting 
the souls and I do not presume that he will come down before the 
coming of the last Hour and I find nothing in me but fear for the 
Hour".® This Hadith is strange from this line of transmission. 


Sayyidah Ayshah t+ «li, narrated that when he woke up 
in the night Allah's Messenger & used to say : 


PIT NN EU JiNeN5 Sat Se25 Jer 25 AL 
423 | IF US Dobe Sa RAS CSG ENG el Le 
ya 2 TCH CP Ney ok? oe LOA FAA Ah he 
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“ Jae ss - ’ 
Teas, Fuca 4-2 ( 
O Allah Lord of Jibril, Mikail and Israfil, Originator of the heavens 
and the earth, Knower of the unseen and the apparent! You do 
decide between Your slaves in that which they do differ. Guide me 
with Your command from that in which is difference to that which 
is true. Surely, You guide whom You will to the straight path. 


It is stated in the hadith of the sur that Israfil >i. will be 
the first whom Allah will revive after the swooning that he might 
blow the trumpet. And Muhammad ibn Hasan an-Naqgash said 
that Israfil -»)~_1+ was the first angel to prostrate, hence he was 
deputed with the preserved tablet. 


Allah says: 
Av nen Renin S 34+ ed Wh Oo 4 
aM Se Lipo yg sg De SUS 5” 


CAA AY : 6,45) 
Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels, and His Messengers 
and Jibril and Mikail. (2 : 98) 


@ Tabarani. 
@ Suhayli in At-Tarif wal Alam bima abham fil Quaran minal-alam. 
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He coupled it with the angels because of their nobility. Jibril 
iat isa mighty angel, so his mention precedes the others. 
Mikail -»).1+ is in charge of rain and the plants, and he enjoys a 
position with his Lord, Mighty and Glorious. He is among the 
noble and close angels. Abu al-Yaman narrated from Ibn.Abbas# 
that Ammar ibn Ghaznah Ansari —+Jiin_-, narrated that he 
heard Humayd ibn Ubayd 1+ ii_-, , the freedom of Banu 
al-Mualla say that he heard Thabit Banani 4 narrate on the 
authority of Anas ibn Maaliké that Allah's Messenger & said to 
Jibril >). «, “Why is it that I do not ever see Mikail laugh?" He 
said, "Mikail has not laughed since the Fire was created".® These 
angels, who find favourable mention in the Quran and the sahih 
Ahadith are named in the Porphet's# Prayer : 


64217 F717 1% e432 o- os" ” 
=“ Sail’ Se 5 ber 25 eel 
O Allah Lord of Jibril, Mikail and Israfil. 


Jibril »»\.1+ came down with guidance to the Messengers to 
propagate it to their peoples. Mikail is reponsible for rain and the 
plants whereby sustenance is provided in this world. He had 
assistants who carry out his commands. Thry drive the winds and 
clouds as desired by the Lord, Mighty and Glorius. We have 
narrated that no drop of rain falls down from the heaven without 
an angel accompanying it to guide it to its place on earth. 
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Israfil ;-»).—1+ is deputed over trumpet on which the dead 
will be raised and gathered and recompensed for their deeds. 
Here someone is forgiven and rewarded. There another is 
punished, and mourns and wails. Jibril 11+ will have accomp- 
lished his task of guiding. Mikail »».1+ will have discharged his 
duty of disbursing the provision. And Israfil »»i.1+ would have 
done the work entrusted to him. 


Angel of death: 

As for the angel of death, his name is not mentioned in the 
Qur'an ahadith. Some aathar 1 name him as Izr'ail i+. Allah 
knows best. 


Indeed, Allah says: 
HOPES MELE 5 Gt oh db S58 J” 
(V1 UY: btm!) 
© Ahmad 3/224. 
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Say, "The angel of death, who has been given your charge, shall 
take your souls, then you shall be returned to your Lord". (32 : 11) 
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He has assistants who extract the soul of a person from his 
body and leave it at the throat. The angel of death takes it with his 


hand, not letting it go for so much as the blink of an eye till it 


is 


taken from him and thrown into the shroud in which he is 


wrapped. 


This is as covered in Allah's words: 


“Fe M5 GU 3S 6 i Ji yal SpA) 28 
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Allah confirms those who believe with the firm word in the life of 
this world and in the hereafter. (14 : 27) 


Then he ascends with it. If the person was righteous then the 


gates of the heaven are opened for it, otherwise they are shut to it, 


and it is thrown on the earth. 
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And He is the Omnipotent over His servants, and He sends 
guardians over you till death approaches any one of you, and our 
messengers take his soul and they neglect not. Then they are 
restored to Allah, their Protector, the Just. Behold, His is the 
judgement; and He is the Swiftest of reckoners. (6 : 61-62) 


Ibn Abbas 4, Mujahid and others said that the earth is in the 
hands of the angel of death as though a platter from which he 
picks up whatever he likes to eat. We have mentioned, indeed, 
that the angels of death come to a person in accordance with his 
deeds. If he is a beligver, the angels come to him with (shining) 
face and white garments, and a pleasant nature. But if he is a 
disbeliever then the opposite prevails. We seek refuge with Allah, 
the Mighty, from that. 


Ja'far ibn Muhammd « «tii, narrated on the authority of his 
father that Allah's Messenger & saw the angel of death near the 
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head of an ansar man. He said to him. "O angel of death be mild 
to my companion. Hs is a believer". The angel of death 
responded, "O Muhammad! Be satisfied and let your eyes cool! I 
am mild with every believer. Know that there is not on the earth a 
house of mud or hair, on land or sea, but I explore them five 
times every day til I am aware of their young ones and old ones 
like they are of themselves. By Allah, OQ Muhammad, were I to 
intend to extract the soul of a mosquito. I would not be able to do 
it till Allah gives the command to extract it". 


Ja‘far ibn Muhammad Sadiq + ii_-, said that he had learnt 
that the exploring was done at the times of the salah. Thus, as 
death approaches one who was careful of his salah, the angel 
comes close to him and the devil is dismissed from him, and the 
angel prompts him (4) J) 1.» ai Vi aI) in that difficult time. 
This hadith is mursal and questionable. We have narrated the 
hadith of sur from Abu Hurayrah4p in its entirety. It contains the 
words; And Allah will command Israfil to blow the trumpet of 
swooning and he will blow it. 

So, all in the heavens and on the earth will swoon, except 
those whom Allah wills (to spare). When they are exterminated, 
the angel of death will come to Al-Jabbar (the Omnipotent) and 
say, 'O Lord, the dwellers of the heavens and the earth have 
died except those you have spared. He will ask though He knows 
who they are, Who remain? The bearers of your throne remain, 
and Jibril and Mika’il remain. He will say, let Jibril >»). 1+ and 
Mikail die. 

Then the throne will speak to Allah and exclaim, "O lord, wil 
Jibril and Mikail die? Allah will say, Queit! I have decreed death 
for all that are under My Throne. So, they will die. The angel of 
death will come to Al-Jabbar and say, 'O Lord! Jibril and Mikail 
have ded. Though He knows. Allah will ask, who remain? He 
will say. You the Ever-Living who never dies remain, the bearers 
of Your throne remain and I remain. Allah will say. Let the 
bearers of My throne die. They will die. Allah will command the 
throne to take the trumpet from Israfil pit . 

The angel of death will come and say, 'O Lord! Indeed, the 
bearers of Your throne are dead. Allah will ask-though He knows 
it, who remain? He will say, “You, the Ever-Living who never 


© [bn Abu Hatim. 
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dies remain and I remain. Allah will say, You are a creature of My 
creation. I created you for what I intended. So die! Then none 
will remain except Allah, the One, the Dominant, the Alone, the 
Independent Who begets not was begotten, and there is none 
co-equal with him. He is the last as He was the first".® And he 
mentioned the hadith in its entirety. In a version, there is some 
additional material which is gharib (strange). It is that Allah says, 
You are a creature of My creation. I created you for what | 
intended. So die a death whereafter you will never revive.® 


Harut & Marut: 


Of the angels who are named in the Qur'an are Harut and 
Marut, as stated by many of the predecessors. Many stories are 
narrated about them in innumerable aather (narrations oattri- 
buted to the sahabahs), most of them Judaica. 

Ahmad narrated a hadith about them from Ibn Umarés , as 
did Ibn Hibban. I doubt its authenticity and it is what has come 
down from Ka'b Ahbar 4 . We will see it. We have seen that 
zuhrah (the Venus) was a woman whom they wished to have and 
she refused unless she was taught the great name. They taught it 
to her and she because a star by chanting it. 

Haakim also narrated it in his Mustadrak from Ibn Abbas#. 
He places it in the time of Prophet Idris p+ . It is also said that 
it happened in the times of Prophet Sulayman -»~i.1« ibn Dawud 
pile . We have spoken.on it in our tafsir. 

In short, this is the best of the Judaica from Ka'b Ahbar 4 as 
transmitted by Abdur Razzagq in his tafsir. This has the most 
correct line of tansmission and has the most authentic narrators. 


Then follows an explanation of Allah's words " 


(+ ¥ ai: oad) . Sy» he Sih Led fuy 
And what had been sent down to the two angels. (2 : 102) 


Ibn Hazm 4 said that they were two tribes of the jinn. But 
this is strange and allien to the words. Some people read the 
words: [Ath 1255 U3] with as kasrah under (J-Laam) to render 
two kings (who were turned into two asses of Persia.© This is 
what Dahhak said. Some people say that they were two angels 


0 Tabarani, Ibn Jarir, Bayhagi. 
@ AlI-Tawalat of Abu Musa al-Madini. 
© Malik is a king, malikayn two kings 


from the heaven but Allah's decree for them overtook them and if 
the information about them is correct then their case is identical 
to Iblis (the devil). But, the truth is that they were of the jinns. 


Munkar Nakir : 

Among the angels named in the hadith are Munkar and 
Nakir ->i41+ . They are mentioned in the ahadith relative to the 
questioning in the grave. Indeed, we have narrated about the 
questioning against Allah's words: 


foil 85 GU apc BH Jed y lan Gal’ Neg” 
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Allah confirm those who believe with the firm word in the life of 
world and in the hereafter, and Allah sends astray the evildoers; 
and Allah does what He will. (14: 27) 


They are the trial of the grave, entrusted with questioning 
the dead in the grave about his Lord, his religion and his Prophet. 
They test both the righteous and the sinner. They will be fright- 
ening in appearance and have a very terrible voice. May Allah 
save us from torment of the grave and may He confirm us with a 
firm word. Aameen! 


Angel of Mountains : 

(Sayyidah) Ayshah \_+-~4\ ,»,, wife of the Prophet #, 
narrated that she asked the Prophet & , "Have you ever faced a 
day more severe than the day of Uhud?" He said, "Indeed, I have 
experienced at the hands of your tribe what I have. And the most 
sever I exerienced from them was the day of al-Aqabah when I 
persented myself to Ibn Abd Yalil ibn Kulal. He did not respond 
to me in what I intended, so I departed and I was grived (as 
apparent) on my face. I did not seek a rest till I was at Qarn 
Tha'alib. Here, I raised my head and, belold! a cloud had given 
me shad. I looked, and there, indeed, was Jibril. He called me, 
saying, ‘Surely, Allah has heard the words of your people to you 
and what they responded to you with. He has, indeed, sent to you 
the angel of the Mountains that you may command him 
(to execute) what you wish (to do) to them’. The angel of 
the mountains called me with salaam to me and then said, 
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'O Muhammad! Say what you wish. If you wish, I will turn on 
them al-Akhshabayn.® I said, ‘Rather, I hope that Allah raise 
from their loins those who worship Allah alone and associate 


none with Him.® 


SECTION 


Kinds of angels: 

The angels may be divided also according to the kinds into 
which Allah had made them. Thus, we have spoken of the bearers 
of the Throne. Of them there are those who are around the 
Throne. They and the bearers of the throne are the most noble of 
the angels. They are the mugarrabun, or the near ones. 


Allah says : 


Be Signs hack Wy5 0 12 38 “2 Ali <e sera” 
CVVY aI: clus) 
Al-Masih disdains not to be a servant of Allah, nor do the angels 
who are near to Him. (4: 172) 
They include Jibril -»—i< and Mikail p> . Allah says 
that they seek forgiveness for the believers behind their backs. 
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And ask forgiveness for those who believe, (saying). "Our Lord! 
You embrace everything in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those 
who repent and follow Your way, and protect them from chastise- 
ment of the Hell-fire. Our Lord! and admit them in Gardens of 
perpetual bliss, which you have promised them and those who 
were righteous of their fathers, and their wives and their offspring. 


@ Al-Akhshabayn are two mountains of Makkah, Abu Qays and Al-Ahmar. 
@ Bukhari # 3231, 7389, Muslim # (1796) 14. 
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Surely you are the Mighty, the Wise. And guard them against evil 
deeds, and whomsoever you guard against evil deeds that day, you 
have indeed taken him into mercy, and that is indeed the mighty 


triumph. (40: 7-9) 


When they have this pure nature, the angels love them. The 
Prophet & the truthful and the comfirmed-said, "When person 
prays for his brother behind his back, the angel says A’ameen, and 
for you the like of it".® 


Perpetual worshippers : 

And among the dwellers of the seven heavens are they who 
are engaged in worship always-by night and by day, by morning 
and by evening. 


Allah says : 


(Ye Wels _“ Sajal V5 JB oA” 
They glorify (Him) by night and day, (and) they flag not. (21 


- 20) 


There are those of them who in the bowing posture conti- 
nuously or the standing posture always, or in prostration perpe- 
tually. There are those of them who follow group after group to 
the Baytul-Ma’mur, seventy thousand every day who never get 
an opportunity to return to it again till the end of time. Some are 
appointed over the jinns and in showing hospitality to the 
dwellers providing dress, jewellery, houses, eatables, drinks and 
other things-such as no eye has seen and no ear heard of it and no 
heart even imagined. 


Keeper of Paradise : 


He is called Ridwan. Some are deputed over hell they are 
az-Zabaniyah (angels). They are nineteen and Maalik (Keeper) is 
their chief. 

They are mentioned in Allah's words : 


Soils Sieg? 5 ASI ge BALLW § Gall S55” 
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And those in the fire will say to the keepers of hell, "Pray to your 
Lord that He may lighten for us a day of chastisement. (40 : 49) 


© Muslim # 86 (2732), Abu Dawud # 1534. 
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And they will cry, "O Maalik (Keener Let your Lord ait an ha 
of us". He will say, "Surely you shall tarry (here)". Certainly we 
brought to you the Truth, but most of you are averse to the truth 


(43 : 77-78) 
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Over which are (appointed) angels, stern, strong, who disobey not 
Allah in what commands them, but they do what they are 


commanded. (66 : 6) 
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Over it are ninteen (angels). And We have appointed none but the 


angels to be wardens of the Fire. And We have not appointed their 
number but as a trial for those who disbelieve, that those who have 
been given the Book may be convinced, and that those who believe 
may increase in belief, and those who have been given the Book 
and the Believers may not doubt; and that those in whose heart is a 
disease and the disbelievers may say, What did Allah intend by this 
similitude?". Thus does Allah send astray whom He will, and guide 
whom He will. And none knows the hosts of your Lord but He. 
And this is noaght but an admonition to mortals. (74 : 30-31) 


Protection of mankind : 


These angels are appointed to protect the children of Aadam 
poiate. Allah says: 
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Alike of you is he who conceals the saying, and he who noises it 
abroad, and he who hides himself in the night, and he who goes 
freely by day. For him are (angels) attendant before him and behind 
him, who guard him by Allah's command. Surely Allah change not 
what is in a people, until they change what is in themselves, and 
when Allah intends evil for a people there is no turning it back; nor 
have they a protector besides Him. (13 : 10-11) 


Ibn Abbas 4% said about : 


aN i fs Shins ile : 69 BSG oye (Gh haan cles J” 
Attendent before him and behind him who guard him by Allah's 
command. 


That they are the angels. They protect him by Allah's 
command but when Allah's decree applies they leave him. 
Mujahid said that every person has an angel guarding him in this 
sleep and wakefulness from the jinn, the mankind and the beast 
of prey. Nothing comes to him, but the angel warns him except 
against what Allah has decreed to happen. 

Abu Usamah «+ «tii_-, said that there is no person without a 
defender who protects him throughout. Abu Mijlaz te dia_, 
reported that a man came to Ali 4 and warned him that some 
people intended to slay him. He said, "Surely, there are two 
angels with every one who protect him from whatever is not 
decreed for him. When the decree applies they go away from him. 
Death is, indeed, a well fortified shelter. 


Recorders of deeds : 
Among the angels are they who preserve the deeds of people. 
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Seated one on the right and one on the left, he utters not a word, 
but there is by him an observer ready. (50: 17-18) 


CV Yo) © OLY: les Yl 


And surely over you are (appointed) guardians, noble writers, they 


know whatsoever you do. (82 : 10-12) 


Mujahid narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, "Honour 
the noble writers who never part from you Save in two cases: 


when one is sexually defiled or when one relieves oneself. 


When anyone has a bath, let him screen himself by the side of a 
wall or his camel, or his brother may screen him".® Ibn Abbas 4 
narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, "Allah forbids you to 
strip. So show modesty before Allah and those noble writers who 
are with you. They do not leave you excepfin one of three cases: 


when you excrete, are defiled or have a bath. When one of you 
bathes in the nude, let him screen himself with his garment, or by 
the edge of a wall, or behind his camel".@ To respect them is to 
observe diffidence in their presence and not to do anything 
shameful that they are compelled to (observe and) record. Allah 
has created them noblenatured and of a good character. their 
nobility is apparent from a hadith recorded in numerous books 
and narrated by a number of the Sahabah ¢-+~ that the Prophet & 
said, "The angels do not enter a house wherein is a picture, a dog 
or a sexually defiled person".® According to a version narrated 
by Ali 4, and urine".8 According to a version narrated by Abu 
Saeed 4 “Angels do not enter a house where there is a picture 
and a representation".® Abu Hurayrah & narrated a similar 
hadith about a dog and a representation.9 Dhakwan reported th 
at Abu Hurayrah # narrated from him that the angels do not 
accompany travellers who have with them a dog or a bell.@ And 
Zurarah reported from him the like of it. 


' Abu Hurayrah #» narrated that the Prophet & said, "Surely, 
the angels recognise the children of Aadam". He thought that he 


® Ibn Abu Hatim Razi in his tafsir. © Bazzar 

© Bukhari # 5949, Muslim # 83 (2106), Abu Dawud # 4155, 5347, Tirmidhi 
# 2804, Nasa'i # 5353, Ibn Majah # 3649, Ahmad # 4/28, 29, 28, 183, 4/30, 
1/107, 3/90,1/104. Qtbid. Olbid. © Ibid. @ Muslim # 103 (2113), 
Abu Dawud # 2555, Tirmidhi # 1703, Darami # 2676, Ahmad # 2/262. 
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also said, "They recognise their deeds. When they see a person do 
a deed of obedience to Allah, they mention it among themselves 
and name the person. They say, 'To night so-and-so has 
succeeded’. "To night so-and-so has gained deliverance’. And 
when they see anyone be disobedient to Allah, they mention it 
among themselves and name the person, saying. 'To night he has 
perished’.® 
Abu Hurayrah#: narrated that the Prophet & said, "The 
angels follow each other among you the angels of the night and 
the angels of the day. They meet togather at the salah of fajr and 
at the Salah of Asr. Those (angels) who spent the night among 
you ascend to Him. He asks them-though He knows best-How 
did you leave My slaves". They say, ‘We left them while they 
were in the salah. And we came to them while they were in the 
Salah".@ Anas 4 narrated that the Prophet & said, "When the 
two angels ascend to Allah in the day, He sees in the beginning of 
the book of records and at the end of it, istighfar (seeking 
forgiveness). He says, 'I have forgiven My slave whatever is 
between the two ends of book of records’. 

In short, every person has two protecting angels, one in front 
of him and the other behind him, and two recording angels to his 
right and to his left, the first being the amir of the second. This is 
as in sarah Qaf: 
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(VA-V¥ OGY: 3) 
Translated above, (50 : 17-18) 


Consort angel : 

Abdullah ibn Mas id narrated that Allah's Messenger && 
said, "Everyone of you has a consort.from among the jinns 
(devils) and a consort from among the angels deputed over him’. 
The Sahabah ;-+* asked, "Over you too, O messenger of Allah?" He 
said, "Over me too, but Allah has helped me against him, so he 
does not advise me but that which is good".9 It is possible that 
this consort angel is other than the protecting one. He is in charge 


© Bazzar. © Bukhari # 555, Muslim # 210 - 632, Nasai # 485, Muwatta of 
Maalik # 82 in Kitab al-Qur'an, Ahmad # 2/257, 486. © Bazzar. 
© Muslim 69(2814), Darami 2734, Ahmad 1/285. They have ‘I am safe’ be fore 


‘so he does not 
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of guiding the person with Allah's permission to the good path 
just as the consort from among the devils spares no effort to 
mislead. And the innocent is he whom Allah protects. With Allah 
indeed, is all help. 


Angels at gates on Friday : 

Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, 
“When it is friday, there are at the gates of the mosque who 
record the people (arriving one by one) in the order of their 
arrival. When the imam sits down, they fold up their registers 
and come into listen to the mention of Allah".® This is how it is 
narrated here, but in the two sahih books it is also mentioned in 
other words.® 


The witnessing angels: 
Allah says : 
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And the recital of the Qura'an at dawn; surely the recital of the 
Qur'an at dawn is witnessed (by angels). (17 : 78) 


Ibn Masud 4 and Abu Hurayrah 4 have narrated that the 
Prophet & said about recital of the words of Allah that the angels 
of the night and the angels of the day witness it.0 

Abt Hurayrah# narrated that the Prophet& said, "The 
excellence of the salah with the congregation is twentyfive 

degrees greater then the salah offered individually. And the 
angels of the night and the angels of the day assemble at the salah 
of the fajr (dawn)". Abt’ Hurayrah 4 said, "Recite, if you like: 
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(YA QM seh) 
Translated above, (50 : 17-18) O 


© Bukhari 3211, Muslim 25 (856), Ahmad 2/263, 26 

@ Bukhari 929, Muslim 10 (850). 

© Ahmad 2/274,474, Tirmidhi 3135, Ibn Majah 670, Nasai. 
© Bukhari # 176, 4717. 
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The cursing angel : 


Abu Hurayrah 4 narrated that the Prophet & said, "When a 
man calls his wife to his bed but she refuses and he spends the 
night in onger the angels curse her till the morning.® 


Angels who say A‘ameen : 


Angels who say aameen: Allah's Messenger said. When 
the imam says aameen,‘say it, for if anyone's aameen 
synchronises with the aameen of the angels, he is forgiven his 
past sins".@ According to a version: "When the imam says 
‘aameen’ the angels in the heaven say ‘aameen’, so if anyone's 
‘aameen’ concurs with the angels 'aameen' then he is forgiven his 
past sins.O 


Abu Hurayrah > narrated that the Prophet & said, "When 
the imam says (i> /<)“dip_.2) say Gi <I AN5+%) . Thus, if 
anyone's saying coincides with the saying of the angles then he is 
forgiven what has past of his sins". © 


Roving angels : 


Abu Hurayrah 4 or Abu Sa'eed <4 the sub-narrator, A'mash 
is unsure who-narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, “Surely 
Allah has angels roving about the earth enquiring about study 
groups of men. When they find a (group of) people remembering 
Allah, they call each other ' Come to what you have been 
seeking!’ So they come to them spreading up to the heaven of this 
world. Allah asks them, "How did you leave My slaves, doing 
what?’ They say, 'We left them while they were praising you, 
extolling you and remembering you’. He asks, ‘Have they seen 
Me?’ They say, ‘No.’ He asks ‘How (will it be) if they see Me?” 
They say, ‘Were they to see you, the praise, extolling and 
remembrance would be more marked’. He asks, ‘What do they 
seek?’ They say that these people seek Paradise and He asks if 
they have seen it and they answer in the negative. He asks, ‘How 
(will it be) if they see it?’ They say that then their craving for it 
would be more marked and their desire more earnest. He asks, 
‘From what do they seek refuge?’ They say, From hell’, and He 


@ Bukhari # 3237, Muslim # 122 (1436), Abu Dawud # 214. 

@ Bukhari #780, Muslim #72 (410) narrated Abu Hurayrah@ . 

© Bukhari # 781, Muslim # 76 (410), Ahmad # 2/259, 449. 

© Bukhari # 796, Muslim # 71 (409), Abdul Dawud # 848, Nasai # 1064, 
Timidhi # 267, Ahmad # 1/259, Mawatta Kaalik # 47 : Kitab or Salah. 
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asks, ‘have they seen it?’ They say, 'No.’ and He asks how it 
would be if they see it and they say, ‘Then they will flee from it 
more and fear it more’. He says, ‘Be you witnesses that I have 
forgiven them’, They point out, Among them is a certain person, a 
sinner, who did not intend to join them but came only what he 
need’. He says, ‘They are a people whose co-sitter will not be 
miserable’. 


Angels who surround : 
Abu Hurayrah # narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, 
"As for him who removes from a believer an anxiety of the world, 
Allah, will remove from him an anxiety of the day of resurection 
And as for him who conceals a Muslim's faults, Allah will conceal 
his faults in this world and the next. And Allah continues to help 
the slave as long as the slave continues to help his brother. And, 
as for him who embarks on a path seeking knowledge thereby, 
Allah will make the path to Paradise easy for him because of it 
And no people assemble in a house of Allah reciting Allah's Book 
and studying it together but sakinah (peace and calm) descends 
on them and mercy envelops them and the angels surround them, 
and Allah mentions them to those with Him. As for him, whose 
deeds are delayed, his genealogy will not take him faster.® 
He and Abu Sa’eed 4 narrated that Allah's Messenger # 

said, “No people assemble to remember Allah without the angels 
surrounding them, mercy enveloping them and sakinah descen- 
ding on them. And Allah mentions them to those with Him.® 
There are many ahadith of this purport. Abu Darda 4 narrated in 
a marfu' manner, “Surely the angels lower their wings for the 
seeker of knowledge pleased with what he does".9 In other 
words they show humbleness to them as in Allah words : 


~ 2 3G 7 MLS Op 21 A arc 
(YEA sel Vl) “de> WG JU & Lx Lig asl” 
And lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy. (17 : 24) 
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And lower your wing to those who follow you as Believers. 
(23 : 215) 


© Ahmad # 2/251, 252, 1/252, 2/382, Muslim # 25/2269. 

© Muslim # 39 (1699), Ahmad 3 1/252, (Bukhari some of it # 2442). 

© Muslim # 39 (2700), Tirmidhi # 3378, Ibn Majah # 3791, Ahmad # 2/270 
© Abu Dawud # 3641, Ibn Majah 223, Ahmad # 5/196. 
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Traveller angels : 

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud 4 narrated that Allah's Messenger & 
said, "Surely Allah has angels who travel through the world 
that they may convey to me the salaam (salutation) from my 
ummah".® 


Angels created from light : 

(Sayyidah) Ayshah (4: <li ,-», ) said, "The angels were 
created from nur (light), the jinn, from somokeless fire and 
Aadam ¢>Ji «le from that which is described to you". 

Indeed, there are very many ahadith about the angels. We 
have narrated whatever Allah made easy for us to narrate. 


SECTION 


Excellence of angels over mankind : 

People do differ-on whether the angels excel over mankind. 
However, it is the scholastic theologians, the Mu'tazalah and their 
sympathisers who differ ori this question. 

Ibn Asakir writes in his Tarikh that Umayyah ibn Amr ibn 
Sa'eed ibn Aas «1+ Wii_-, was attending the assembly of Umar ibn 
Abdul Aziz 4 . A group of people were there. Umar «1+ din, 
remarked, "None is nobler in Allah's sight than the children of 
Aadam «Je . In support, he cited the verse : 


5 , 
- IZ 59 Ae 4 27 teu 75s 
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Surely those who believed and do righteous deeds; those-they are 
the best of creatures. (98 : 7) 


Umayyah ibn Amr. ii, agreed with him on this issue. 
But, Irak ibn Maalik said, “None is nobler in Allah's sight than His 
angels. They are servants of His homes and His messengers to 
His Prophet & ". He sought support from Allah's words : 
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© Nasai # 1283, Darami # 2774, Ahmad # 1/441, 452. 
© Muslin # 60 (2996), Ahmad # 6/168, 153. 
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asks, ‘have they seen it?' They say, 'No.' and He asks how it 
would be if they see it and they say, ‘Then they will flee from it 
more and fear it more’. He says, 'Be you witnesses that I have 
forgiven them’, They point out, Among them is a certain person, a 
sinner, who did not intend to join them but came only what he 
need’. He says, ‘They are a people whose co-sitter will not be 
miserable’. 


Angels who surround : 
Abu Hurayrah # narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, 
“As for him who removes from a believer an anxiety of the world, 
Allah, will remove from him an anxiety of the day of resurection 
And as for him who conceals a Muslim's faults, Allah will conceal 
his faults in this world and the next. And Allah continues to help 
the slave as long as the slave continues to help his brother. And, 
as for him who embarks on a path seeking knowledge thereby, 
Allah will make the path to Paradise easy for him because of it 
And no people assemble in a house of Allah reciting Allah's Book 
and studying it together but sakinah (peace and calm) descends 
on them and mercy envelops them and the angels surround them, 
and Allah mentions them to those with Him. As for him, whose 
deeds are delayed, his genealogy will not take him faster.® 
He and Abu Sa’eed 4 narrated that Allah's Messenger # 

said, “No people assemble to remember Allah without the angels 
surrounding them, mercy enveloping them and sakinah descen- 
ding on them. And Allah mentions them to those with Him.® 
There are many ahadith of this purport. Abu Darda 4% narrated in 
a marfu' manner, “Surely the angels lower their wings for the 
seeker of knowledge pleased with what he does". In other 
words they show humbleness to them as in Allah words : 


# é “ < 4 
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And lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy. (17 : 24) 
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And lower your wing to those who follow you as Believers. 
(23 : 215) 


© Ahmad # 2/251, 252, 1/252, 2/382, Muslim # 25/2269. 
© Muslim # 39 (1699), Ahmad 3 1/252, (Bukhari some of it # 2442) 

© Muslim # 39 (2700), Tirmidhi # 3378, Ibn Majah # 3791, Ahmad # 2/270. 
© Abu Dawud # 3641, Ibn Majah 223, Ahmad # 5/196. 
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Traveller angels : 

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger & 
said, "Surely Allah has angels who travel through the world 
that they may convey to me the salaam (salutation) from my 


ummah".® 


Angels created from light: 

(Sayyidah) Ayshah (Lyre abi “w—*) ) said, "The angels were 
created from nur (light), the jinn, from somokeless fire and 
Aadam ¢—Ji «le from that which is described to you".® 

Indeed, there are very many ahadith about the angels. We 
have narrated whatever Allah made easy for us to narrate. 


SECTION 


Excellence of angels over mankind : 

People do differ-on whether the angels excel over mankind. 
However, it is the scholastic theologians, the Mu'tazalah and their 
sympathisers who differ ori this question. 

Ibn Asakir writes in his Tarikh that Umayyah ibn Amr ibn 
Sa'eed ibn Aas «1+ «ii, was attending the assembly of Umar ibn 
Abdul Aziz 4 . A group of people were there. Umar «1+ in, 
remarked, "None is nobler in Allah's sight than the children of 
Aadam <1 . In support, he cited the verse : 
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Surely those who believed and do righteous deeds; those-they are 
the best of creatures. (98 : 7) 


Umayyah ibn Amr ii, agreed with him on this issue. 
But, Irak ibn Maalik said, "None is nobler in Allah's sight than His 
angels. They are servants of His homes and His messengers to 
His Prophet & ". He sought support from Allah's words : 
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© Nasai # 1283, Darami # 2774, Ahmad # 1/441, 452. 
© Muslin # 60 (2996), Ahmad # 6/168, 153. 


THE STORY OF THE CREATION 100 


Your Lord has not prevented you from this tree but that you twain 
should become angels, or that you twain should become of the 
immortals. (7 : 20) 

Umar ibn Abdul Aziz —1 «iii, asked Muhammad ibn Ka’b 
Qurazi < <lii—, what he thought of it. He submitted, "Allah made 
Aadam ¢>~i<1+ noble, and created him with His hand. He blew in 
him His spirit, and the angels prostrated to him. And raised 
from his offspring the Prophet and the Messenger, and those 
whom the angels visit". Umar ibn Abdul Aziz agreed with 
him and rated his own argument (above) as weak because the 
verse : slat 1651325) 2i0 5) (98 : 7)] was not specific to mankind, 
for, Allah has described the angels with faith [53335] and 
the jinns too [11 4: =) a Cal agh Gans G 5 ] and when we heard 
the guidance, we believed in it]. (72: 13) [> renee) and some 
among us are Muslims (72: 14) . 

I say that the best opinion forwarded in this regard is what 
Darami presented from Abdullah ibn Amr & . It is the most 
correct transmission. "When He created Paradise. The angels 
said. O our Lord, let us go it into that we may eat from it and 
drink (from it), for you have created the world for the children 
of Aadam pxi~1+. Allah said, I will not make the righteous 
offspring of those whom I created with My hand as those (for) 


whom I said Be and they were". 
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SECTION 


About creation of the Jinn and the . 
story of the Devil 


Allah, the Exalted, says : 
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He created man of a ringing clay like the potter's and He created 
the jinn from a smokless fire. Which then, of the bounites of your 


Lord, will youbelie? (55 : 14-16) 
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And certainly We created man of a ringing clay of mud moulded. 
And the jinn We created aforetime from smokeless fire. (15 : 26-27) 

Ibn Abbas 4% Ikrimah «1+ dii_-, Mujahid + tin, , Hasan 
te dii_-, and many others said about the words of (55: 15) 
[ys GL] that itis the tip of the flame. According toa 
version, the purest and the best of it? We have narrated a few 
lines ahead the hadith of (Sayyidah) Ayshah 4 «i 2, that the 
Prophet & said. "The angels were created from nur, the jinns 
from the smokeless fire and Aadarn »4—)«—1_+ from that which is 


described to you". 


Jinns before man: 

Many exegetes assert that the jinns were created before 
Aadam ->~«1+. Before that, the earth was inhabited by the hinns, 
and the binns (a creation akin to the jinns).@ Then Allah let the 
jinns drive them out and exterminate them. Thereafter, the Jinns 
inhabited the earth. Suddi explained in his exegesis that Ibn 
Abbas 4, Ibn Masud and some other sahaba 4 said that when 


© Muslim 60 (2996), Ahmad 6/153,168. 
© Lane's Lexicon under hinn, but not binn, demons perhaps, lughatul Hadith 


V. I P-153 : hinn is a black dog, or a lowcaste jinn, or a dog of the jinns, or a 
creation between jinn and man kind. And binn is also a creation. 
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Allah had finished creating whatever He wished, He turned to 
the Throne. He placed. Iblis over the angels of the world. He was 
among that tribe of the angels who are called the jinn. They are 
so-called because they were supervisors of Paradise and Iblis was 
one of them. It occured to him that Allah had given that Allah 
had given him that rank to distinguish him from the other angels. 
Dahhak reported on the aythority of Ibn Abbas that when the 
jinns created mischief on the earth and shed blood, Allah sent to 
them Iblis over the head of an army of angels who slew them and 
expelled them to the remote islands of the seas. 


Iblis Azazil : 

Muhammad ibn Ishaq reported from Ibn Abbas > that 
before he perpetrated sin, the name of Iblis was Azazil. He was 
among the dwellers of the earth. He was the foremost of 
worshippers among the angels and the best of their scholars. He 
was of their community known as the jinn. Sa’eed ibn Jubayr, 
said that he was Azazil and the noblest of the angels. He 
possessed four wings-® Ibn Abbas 4 said that Iblis was one of 
the noblest to the angels and of their most honourable tribe. He 
was the keeper of the Gardens and the chief of the first heaven as 
well as of the earth. He ruled over the area between the heaven 
and the earth.@ Sa'eed ibn Musayyib # said that he was the chief 
of the angels of the lowest heaven. Hasan Basri «te Wii, said that 
he was not among the angels even for a short while but was really 
ajinn as Aadam ¢>~i«l+ was really from mankind. Shahr ibn 
Hawshab «1+ <Uii._~, and others maintained that Iblis was from 

the jinns whom the angels had thrown out but he had learnt of 
some secrets and managed to go the heaven thereby.9 


Aadam pS le Created : 

They tell us: When Allah decided to create Aadam >i. 
that he might inhabit the earth, and his progeny after him, 
fashioned his body from it, Iblis, the chief of the jinns and the 
devoted of them to worship at the time, his name being Azazil, 
bagan to move round the body (in curiosity). He observed that it 
was hollow and lifeless, and he understood that he have no 
authority over this creature. He said, "If I have a say over you, | 
will destroy you but, if you have authority over me then I will 

disobey you”. When-as we will see-Allah blew in Aadam His 
spirit and commanded the angels to prostrate to him, Iblis was 


© Ibn Abu Hatim. @ Ibn Jarir © Ibn Jarir. 


— Oe i 


103 


THE STORY OF THE CREATION 


overewhelmed with jealousy and refused to prostrate. He said, I 
am better than him. You created me from fire while you created 
him from earth". He diso- beyed and rebelled aganist the Mighty 
and Majestic Lord. He erred in his speech and distanced himself 
from the mercy of his Lord. He fell down from the rank that he 
had earned through worship whereby he had resembled the 
angels, but he was not one of them because he was a creature 
from fire while they were made of light. His nature deceived him 
and compelled him to baseness and to revert to his fiery roots. 
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So the angels prostrated themselves togather. (15 : 30) 
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And when We said to the angels, "Prostrate yourselves before 
Aadam, they prostrated themselves, except Iblis. He refused, and 
showed arrogance, and so became one of the disbelievers. (2 : 34) 
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And when We said to the angels, "Prostrate you before Aadam", so 
they prostrated themselves, except Iblis. He was one of the jinn, so 
he transgressed against his Lord's command. Would you (O 
mankind) take him and his progeny to be your friends, instead of 
Me, while they are an enemy to you? Ill is that exchange for the 
evildoers. (18 : 50) 


Iblis exiled: 

So, he was sent down and forbidden to reside there, in tthe 
heaven. He was exiled to earth, degraded and dispised, desgraced 
and dislodged. He and those who follow him be they jinn or 
mankind are assured a place in hell. In spite of that, he leaves no 
stone unturned to mislead the children of Aadam in every 
possible way, waiting in ambush for them. Allah says : 
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See you this he whom you have honored above me? If you defer me 
to the day of resurrenction, I shall certainly uproot his progeny 
except a few". He (Allah) said, “Be you gone! Whosoever of them 
follow you-surely hell shall be your recompense, an ample 
recompense. And startle whom you can of them by your voice; and 
rally against them horsemen and your footmen and share with 
them in their possessions and children, and make promises to 
them-and Satan promises them nothing, except deceit. Surely over 
My servants you shall have no authority". Your Lord (O Prophet) 
suffices as a Guardian (for them. (17 : 62-65) 


More about Jinns: 


We shall narrate the story when relating the account of the 
creation of (Sayyidina) Aadam ¢»~i.1- . The fact is that the jinns 
are created from the fire. They are like the children of Aadam 
¢>Ji._te . They eat and drink and they procreate. There are among 
them believers and disbelievers. Allah informs us of this of in 
surah al-Ahgaf. 
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And when We turned towards you a company of the jinn, who 


wished to hear the Qur'an, and when they in itsO presence, they 
said, "Be silent". Then, when it@ was over, turned back to their 


® The recital © The reciting. 
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people, warning (them). They said, "O our people! Surely we have 
heard a Book which has been revealed after Musa confirming that 
which was before it, guiding to the truth and to a straight path. O 
our people! Respond to Allah's Summoner and believe in Him. He 
shall forgive you sins and shall protect you from a painful 
chastisement. And whosoever responds not to Allah's Summoner, 
he cannot frustrate (Allah) on earth, and he had no protectors 
besides Allah. Those are in manifest error". (46 : 29-32) 
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Say, "It has been revealed to me that a company of the Jinn listened 
to (the Quran), so they said, ‘Surely we have heard a wonderful 
Quran. It guides to rectitude, so we believe in it, and we shall not 
associate anyone with our Lord. And (we believe) that He-exalted 
be the Majesty of our Lord! has taken neither a consort nor a son, 
and that the foolish ones among us used to speak against Allah an 
outrage. And we thought that the mankinds and the jinn would not 
speak a lie against Allah. And that there were certain men of 
mankind who used to take refuge with certain men of the jinn, so 
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ne 
they increased the latter (jinn) in arrogant revolt (against Allah) 
And they thought as even you men (of the jinn) thought that Allah 
would not send anyone (as a Messenger), and that we sought the 
heaven but found it filled with strong guards and flaming fires 
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to this verse # MAS (eiSerS eVie Gj” they said, "And none of your 
bounties, O Lord, do we belie. For You is all praise”. 


Will jinns enter Paradise : 


And that we used to sit on places (nigh) therein to listen, but 
anyone who listens now finds a flaming fire in wait for him. And 
that we know not whether ill is intended for those on the earth, or if 
their Lord intends for them rectitude. And among us some are the 
righteous, and some of us are otherwise, we are sects following 
different ways, and indeed we think that we cannot frustrate Allah 
in the earth, nor can we frustrate Him by flight, and when we heard 
the guidance, we believed in it; and whosoever believes in his Lord, 
he shall fear neither loss nor oppression, and some among us are 
Muslims and some among us are deviators. So whoever submitted 
in Islam, they sought out recitude. And as for those who are 
deviators, they are fuel of Hell. (say) And if these (Makkan pagans) 
remain on the right path, We would certainly give them to drink 
abundant water, so that We might try them therewith. And 
whoever turns away from the remembrance of his Lord, He shall 
1-17) 


The scholars differ on whether the believing jinns will 
admitted to Paradise or the reward for their obedience will be 
that they are not punished in hell nothing more. The correct 

opinion is based on the generality of the Qur'an that they will 
enter Paradise : 
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And for him who fears the standing before his Lord, there shall be 
two gardens which, then, of the bounties of your Lord will you 
belie? (55 : 46-47) 

This is Allah's bounty and favour. Thus if Allah had not 
bestowed favour on them they would not have mentioned His 
promise of the bounty on them. This by itself is the evidence 
enough to settle the issue. But Allah knows best. 


thrust him into vehement chastisement. (72 


Their questions: 

We have mentioned against the exegesis of this surah 
(al-jinn, 72) and the entire account at the end of the surah, 
al-Ahgaf (46), the relative ahadith. According to some aathar, 
these were the jinn of Basra. They had passed by Allah's 
Messenger & while he was leading the Sahabah ;—+—~ in the salah 
at Batn Nakhlah in Makkah. They paused and listened atenti- 
vely to the recital. Then they assembled with the Prophets for a 
whole night and asked him about different things enjoining 
certain things and forbidding some. They asked him about the 
provisions and he said, “For you are the bones on which Allah's 
name is taken and all droppings and fodder of your beasts". He 
forbade the sahabah to cleanse themselves (from impurity) with 
these things, saying, "They are the provision of your brothers, the 
jinns". He also forbade them to urinate on thorough fares because 
they are residences of the jinns. The Prophet & then recited to the 
the surah ar-Rahnma. Whenever he came to the verse ¢‘l¢ oli” 
“ ogi S3 Lisg which, then of the bounties of your Lord, will you 
bélie? (55:13 this verse is repeated thirty-one times), the j jinns said, 
‘O our Lord, we do not belie anything of Your bounties. You are 
the Praised’. The Prophet& praised them over this attitude when 
he recited this surah to the people and they said nothing. He 
remarked, "The jinn indeed are bettrer than you. Each time I came 


Raise voice for adhan: 

Abu Sa'eed Khudri# said to the father of Abdur Rahman 
sa'sa'ah, Abdullah, "I observe that you are fond of the sheep 
and the desert. So when you are among your sheep and the desert 
and call the adhan for the salah, raise your voice while calling, 
for, no one hears the voice of the muadhdhain be a jinn or a 
human being or anything else without testifying for him on the 
day of resurrection".® Abu Sa'eed4 said that he heard it from 
the Prophet & . 

As for the disbelieving jinns, the devils and their leader Iblis 
the enemy of (Sayyidina) Aadam »»—)_1+, the father of mankind, 
they will go to hell. They tempted him and his offspring and 
Allah protected those who believed in Him and confirmed His 
Messengers and abided by their Shari'ah. It is as Allah says : 


“N55 BSG RL ds HF ae By 


© Tirmidhi # 3291, Ibn Jarir Tabari, Bazzar. 
@ Bukhari # 609, 3296, Ahmad # 3/35, 43. 
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Surely over My servents you shall have no authority". Your Lord 
(O Prophet) suffices as a Guardian (for them). (17 ; 65) THE STORY OF THE CREATION 109 
a 


oid ie And when your Lord said to the angels, "Surely I am creating a 


lay esag ls lis 5 i] e 2a ab ural pele c GIS da); “ mortal out of a ringing clay of mud moulded. So, when I have 


shaped him, and breathed into him of My spirit, fall you down 


- -is 2 @ -_ #3 DiS ie awe 
ae (gee Pos aN gS WI pars YI ghlt wu? ae J OLS before him prostrating. So the angels prostrated themselves all 


together, save Iblis. He refused to be among the prostrate. He 


(V\_Y¥+ OY: Ly) _& ‘ras Seo JS (le Mite (Allah) said, "O Iblis! What is the matter with you that you are not 


And certainly Iblis found true his conjecture about them, so they 
followed him except a party of the believers. Yet he had no 
authority over them, but that We might determine him who 
believed in the hereafter from him who was in doubt thereof. And 


among the prostrate?” He siad, "It is not for me that I should 
prostrate before a mortal whom you have created from ringing clay 
of mud moulded". He (Allah) said, "Then go you forth from here, 
for surely you are the one accursed. And surely upon you shall be 
the curse till the day of requital". He said, "My Lord, respite me 


then till the day they are raised". He (Allah) said, "Then surely you 
are of the respited to the day of a known time". He said, "My Lord! 


Atp- 4 2, Lp Pee bon, > BOR Se Sno? g Je 2 se 

{ EE 3: iJ: CG f aN eee al? Te 4) aN since you have beguiled me, I will certainly make (vices) alluring to 
CHS Are > del = weal ZI Yeo) cs co them. on earth, and I will beguile them all, except your servants 

cse among them, the devoted ones". He (Allah) siad, “This is the 


your Lord is Guardian over everything. (34 : 20-21) 


2 I= 9-7 


; SANA 1 405 AOE 
re 37 Y Js & 5; Bess 43 *Lags bp gs Jigs straight way with me, surely as for My servants, you shall have no 


s - 
Y ZY! 231 cI 76 lc : afi |. : authotrity over them, except the erring ones who follow you. And 
(YY Lich ely — «Sica gs Y gall si Spb ree Ui surely hell is the promised place for them all it has seven gates. To 


O children of Aadam! Let not satan tempt you as he brought each gate is assigned a portion of them. (15 : 28-44) 


your parents out of the Garden stripping the twain of their shame 
Surely he sees you he and his tribe, from where you see Allah has narrated this account in surah al-Bagarah, al-A'raf 


them not. Surely Ww e have made the Satans, the friends of those here in this surah, in surah Subhan, Taha and Saad. We have dealt 

who believe not. (7: 27) with it in detail in our book, the tafsir, praise belongs to Allah. We 

ae : i , will repeat it in the story of (Sayyidina) Aadam, Insha Allah. In 

BE SOs Les os ale 35 Aa Bof aloe zal SLD EL; JG 14 short, Allah has given respite to Iblis till the Last Hour a trial for 
bg this slaves. 


“7 6°98 + 
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pots Yet he had no authority over them, but that W ht det 
betes y es fe 4 ilG JG - ei 5S bib him who believed in the hereafter froch hinteineeee aa 
thereof. And your Lord is Guardian over everything. (34: 21) 
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It is an Allah says: 
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as he a EEECREA TION) IT 
Tet Z ee: He also narrated that the Prophet& asked Ibn Sayyad what 


A ce 34, ais 217 5 -ns 4 
o Gris J St Jes; : 2! toh he saw and he said that he saw a throne on water, or in the sea 
around which were snakes. The Prophet & said, "That is the 


a5 29, 2 348 AZ 
pare ost ys: | VES ] 
je i ree cre Le wy g throne of Iblis”.® 
(YY-YY OGY: peal yl) A similar hadith is narrated by Abu Sa'eed#.® Jabir ibn 
; Abdullah narrated that the Prophet & said, "Surely the devil 
had despaired of being worshipped by those who offer the salah, 


And when the matter has been decided, satan will say, “Surely 
Allah promised you a promise of truth; and | promissed you, then but he has not lost hope of sowing dissension among them. ® 
failed you. And IJ had no autuority over you except that I called you 

Jabir 4 narrated that the Prophet & said, "Surely, the devil 


and you answered me. So reproach me not, but reporoach 
yourselv es. I cannot help you, nor can you help me. Surely I deny has placed his throne on water. He sends armies to the peop 
your associating me with Allah aforetime". Sunely the evildoers for and the nearest of them to him in rank is one who causes the 
them is a painful chastisement. And those who believed and did greatest mischief. One of them comes to him and boasts, 'I did not 
righteous deeds, they shall be admitted to Gardens underneath cease with so till I left him saying this-and-that’. Iblis tells him, 
which rivers flow, abiding therein, by the leave of their Lord. Their ee sh-You have-not.done tt Anotherin hike 
greeting therein shall be ‘Peace!’ (14 : 22-23) o. By ah, You have not done anything’. Another of them 
comes to him and claims, 'I did not leave him before I caused a 
Iblis draws him near him and says, 


As for Iblis. Allah's curse be on him, he is alive till now and rift between him and his wife’. 
‘Excellent, you are'!"® or, ‘you deserve honour’). 


will survive till the last Hour. This is as per the Qur'anic text. He 

as é 2 he surface of the sea. He is seate 3e ah ; . 
nae ‘ EaneRS Re Sao ENG Se ODE: vee ont andiccnds We have cited this hadith in the tafsir against Allah's words : 
his armies out to the people to spread evil and mischief. 


Allah says : 
eZ 5 Ses Ta eae That by which a gs AG cause a separation tere een a man and 
(VI AY sell -“linws OLS” at) LS Ol “4 his wife. (2 : 102) 
This about sorcercy of the devils, be they human beings or 
jinns, practiced to bring about a rift between two friendly persons. 


The guile of Satan is ever weak. (4: 76) 
This is why Iblis is grateful one who does this. 


Iblis’ throne: 


His name before he committed the mighty disobedience was 
Azazil. This is what Naqqash said. His Kunyah was Abu Kurdus tk a 
" Allah the Majestic, the Glorious has revealed two surahs 


!) and this is why the Prophet & asked Ibn Sayyad, "What 
Cae ey Eve way ee a ye t known as al-Mu'awwidhatayn to ward off evil of different kinds 


do you see?" He said, "I see a Throne on the water". The Prophe ie are eee: 
& said to him, "Off with you. You cannot go beyond your limit". andits elects, particularly : 
He understood that the base was concealed and was uncovered to 3 waa wise 
ey aj) i ea 3461 

him in a confused state by the devils. The Prophet & meant to say 3; + ot - wt = Ab. Fe oe 
to him that he was cheap and wretched. 7 « pl; ron ips oll) 42 j opin ail, - pls if 

Evidence of his throne on water lies in the hadith narrated Say, "I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind, the King of mankind, 
by Jabir ibn Abdullah 4 that the Prophet & said. "The throne of the God of mankind, from the evil of the slinking whisperer , who 
Iblis is in sea. He sends his armies every day to cause mischief whispers in the hearts of mankind, whether he be from, among the 
among the people. The greatest in rank in his sight is the one who jinn or mankind. (114 : 1-6) 
cause the greatest mischief among the people".® He has also © Ahmad # 3/3888 © Ahmad # 3/97. 
narrated another version oft. © Muslim # 65 (2812), Tirmidhi # 1937, Ahmad # 5/313, 3/354. 

© Muslim # 67 (2813), Ahmad # 3/314,315. 


© Ahmad # 3/383. 


Mu’'awwidhatayn 


© Ahmad # 3/354, Muslim # 68 (2813) 


Anas narrated that the Prophet & said, "Surely, the devil 
runs in the son of Aadam like blood".® This hadith is narrated 
also by (Sayyidah) Safiyah bint Huyay 4~40i ,~, wife of the 
Prophet ¢ .@ 

Anas & narrated that the devil puts his nose on the heart of 
the son of Aadam. If he remembers Allah then the devil tarries 
but if he forgets, the devil swallows his heart and this is slinking 
the whisperer".® When a person remembers Allah, it throws out 

the devil from the heart. 


Allah says: 
(YEU: ag _“ Rome 13) J 35515 ” 


And remenber Allah when you forget Indeed, the companion of 
Prophet Musa ¢>—i 1 


nes AZ zt 7 e So 4 a iF 
CAV AY : igh) “05S 5! ON een Vial G4” 
And none but Satan made me forget it (18 : 63) 


We also see in the Qur'an: 


A i DPA ira HG Dy Gris 
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But Satan caused him to fortget to mention hin to his Lord. (12 : 42) 


This was the cup-bearer whom Prophet Yusuf ¢»—~_1+ had 
asked to remined his master about him but he forgot to do so. 
This forgetfulness is from the devil. As a result Prophet Yusuf 
¢>_Ji had to remain in prison for some more years. Afterwards, he 
remembered : 


4 2 , - @ vs 
S, 247-7 or -4 - 220 Se 
(£0 4S: Gey) Ae) dey 5S 9hg ges bmi oI JU” 
And he of the two who had been saved and after a long time 


recollected, said ........... (12 : 45) 


The verse is also recited 4! 4.; to mean ‘after forgetting’. This 
is what we have emphasised in our tafsir that the forgetful was 
the cup-bearer and it is the correct of the two opinions. 


Saying Bismillah: 
Abu Tamimah4 reported that a co-rider of the Prophet #& 
narrated that the Prophet's & camel stumbled with him and he 


@ Muslim # 23/2174. 
® Muslim # 24/2175, Bukhari # 2035, 3281. © Abu Ya'la. 
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eee CREATION eee 
(the co-rider) exclaimed, "May the devil perish!" The Prophet # 
corrected him, "Do not say, ‘May the devil perrish’ because if you 
say so, the devil feels elated and says, 'I knocked it down by my 
strength’. But, if you say ‘Bismillah jj -—~ ', the devil is humbled 
and becomes like fly".® 

Abu Hurayrah 4 narrated that the Prophet %& said, "When 
one of you is in a mosque the devil comes and despairs just as a 
man despairs of his beast so that when he stops it, he squeezes its 
halter or tightens its bridle’.@ Abu Hurayrah 2 added, “And 
you see it. The halter or ring is soft and mild as though it 
mentions none but Allah. But, the bridle causes mouth to open 
and he does not mention Allah, the Mighty, the Glorious. 


Evil eye: 

Abu Hurayrah@ narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 
"The evil eye is true (in that it has an effect). The dévil brings it 
and the jealousy of the son of Aadam p> ue". 


Wards of promptings: 

Ibn Abbas 4 narrated that a man came to the Prophet 
and said, "O Messenger of Allah, I find myself with such thought 
that it is dearer to me I should rather be impeded from the heaven 
than speak about it ". The Prophet & said, “Allah is the greatest 
Praise belongs to Allah who reduced the guile of the devil to the 
temptation".© 

Nasai also transmitted it. 


Who created your Lord : 

Allah's Messenger & said, “The devil comes to one of you 
and asks, ‘Who created tha:?' ‘Who created this ?’ And, finally he 
asks, ‘Who created your Lord?’ When he comes to that (question), 
seek refuge in Allah and terminate it. 


Allah says: 


aces 28 33 (5,5,,.23F2 yee Ta RR era 228 caches 
- O yar P1318 Ny SG bet Se GBs N31 gant pal OI” 
(Ys 1 a9: Gh eM) 
@ Ahmad # 5/59, 71. © Ahmad # 2/20. © Ahmad # 2/439. 
© Abu Dawud # 51112, Ahmad # 1/235, 340. 


® But! could not trace it. (Translator) 
© Bukhari # 3276, Muslm # 214 (134) 
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Those who are God-fearing, when an instigation from Satan 
touches them, they remember, so they are enlightened. (7 : 201) 


B15 Ey 55215 - cet Sy 5 Ay 552155 55” 
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And say, "My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the evil sugges- 


tions of the satans, and I seek refuge with You, my Lord, lest they 
attend me. (23 : 97-98) 


“is 77 in 
(Ye Fcc 


If a provocation from Satan provokes you, then seek refuge in 
Allah. Surely He is Hearer, Knower. (7 : 200) 


DB GIS) A eM Bh Dy LEG 5165 a S55” 
ZOAK arery iy Ae + 5 270 3 60. er 4 cd {- i ee 
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(Vs *-4A Sbkyl: bl) BY pit ay oh Spills CN 
So when you recite the Qur'an, seek refuge in Allah from accursed 
Satan. Surely he has no authority over those who believe and put 
trust in their Lord. His authority is only over those who take him 
for their friend and associate other gods with Him. (16 : 98-100) 


Abu Sa'eed#s narrated that Allah's Messenger used to 
pray: 


ry eg ood 72? el ae led 7 47 2 @ . Jat, 
= 428i 9 8 9 0508 Op parry) OU) ip aba) arent! Wy 9 561 
I seek refuge in Allah, the All-Hearing, All-Knowing from accursed 


devil from hamzm nafk hnafth, his evil suggestion (hamz) his 
puffing up nafth), and his spitting (nafth). 


The like of it is also reported by Jubayr ibn Mut'im 4% 
Abdullah ibn Mus'ud#, Abu Umamah Bahili# . This is 
elaborated in a hadith that his hamz is the death, which is 
strangulation and trampling. His nafth is arrogance and his nafth 
is poetry. 

Anas narrated that when the Prophet && went to the 
lavatory, he prayed : 


© Abu Dawud # 775, Ahmad # 3/49, 50. 
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I Seek refuge in Allah from the foul male devils and foul female 
devils.® Many ulama seek refuge from both male and female 
devils. 


Abu Hurayrah 4% narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, 
"And he who comes to the privy must hide himself. If he does not 
find anything except a mound of sand then let him use it, for, 
devil plays with private parts of the children of Aadam. Whoever 
does it, has done good but whoever does not do it, there is no 
harm in it.® 


Cure for anger : 


Sulayman ibn Surad 4 narrated that two men reviled one 
another in the Prophet & presence while they (the companions 4 
were sitting with him. One of them reviled the other so angrily 
that his face turned red. The Prophet & said, "I know an 
expression which if he utters then that w hich he finds himself in 
will vanish. If he says : [* ole sts je 5 ”| (I seek refuge in 
Allah from the accursed devil’. So, they told the man, "Did you 
not hear what the Prophet & says". He said, "I am not mad.® 


Using left hand : 


Ibn Umar 4 narrated that the Prophet & said, “None of you 
must eat with his left hand nor drink with his left hand, for, the 
devil eat with his left hand and drinks with his left hand.© 


(Sayyidah) Ayshah ~~ ti», narratted that Allah's Messen- 
ger & said, “If anyone eats with his left hand, the devil eats with 
him. And if anyone drinks with his left hand, the devil drinks 
with him".® 

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet & saw a man 
drinking in a standing posture. So he said, "Vomit". The man 
asked, "Why?" The Prophet &% asked him, "Would it please you if 
a cat drank with you?" He said, "No" He said, "Indeed, he was 
drinking with you who is worse than the cat’.© 


© Ahmad # 3/101, 282, 373. Bukhari # 142, 6322, Muslim # 122 (375). 

@ Abu Dawud # 35, Ibn Majah # 337, Ahmad # 2/371. 

© Bukhari # 3282, 6115, Muslim # 109 (2610), Abu Dawud # 4780, Tirmidhi 
#3516, Ahmad # 5/240, 6/394, Nasai. 

© Ahmad # 2/80, Muslim # 106 (2020). 

© Ahmad # 6/77 © Ahmad # 2/301. 
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, 
“Were he who drinks while standing to know what is in his belly, 
he would vomit it out".® 


On entering home : 

Jabir @ narrated that the Prophet & said, "When a man 
enters his home and mentions the name of Allah while going in 
and while eating, the devil says (to his accomplices) that there is 
no lodging for the night and no meal for them in that place. But, if 
he enters without mentioning the name of Allah while going in, 
the devils says, "You have found lodgings for the night’. And if 
the man does not mention Allah at his meals then the devil 
boasts, ‘You have found lodings for the night and an evening 


meal.@ 


When salah is not offered : 

Ibn Umar > narrated that Allah's & Messenger said, When 
the edge of the sun rises, leave the salah till it is fuly risen. When 
the edge of the sun disappears, leave the Salah till it is set fully. 
And do not let the rising of the sun and its setting be the times of 
your salah, for rises between the two horns of the devil".® 


Fitnah from the east : 

Ibn Umar narrated that he saw Prophet & point to the 
east while saying, “Ha! surely the fitnah is (from) here! Surely, the 
fitnah will rise from where the edge of the sun rises". 


Between sunlight and shade : 

The Prophet & disallowed that anyone should sit partly in 
the sunlight and partly in the shade, saying, "It is the devil's 
sittting”.® Allah says: 

2 ee Pe i Se 
_é srddatet I 52g als galb” 


Its spathes are as they were heads of Satans. (37 : 65) 


They are the devils, not serpents as some assume. Indeed, 
people attach ugliness to the devil and beauty to the angel-. 
The women did say when they saw the beauty of Prophet Yusu: 
prASale. 


@ Ahmad # 2/283, Abu Razzaq. 
© Muslim # 103 2083, Abu Dawud # 3765, Ibn Majah # 3887, Ahmad # 3/383. 
© Bukhari # 3272/3, Muslim # 291 (829), Nasai # 570. 

© Bukharii # 3279. © Baghawi in the Sunan # 3335, Ahmad # 2/383. 
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Allah Blameless! This is not a mortal. This is none else than a noble 
angel. (12 : 31) 


Keep children Indoors in the evening : 

Jabir narrated that the Prophet #& said, "When night 
begins, keep your children indoors for the devils spread out that 
hour. But, when it is an hour old, let them go about. Shut your 
doors, mention the name of Allah and put off your lights and 
mention the name of Allah and shut your waterskin, and mention 
the name of Allah and put some cover your vessels, and mention 
the name of Allah, even if you put something across over it".® 

The version of Ahmad also has, "Surely the devil does not 
open what is closed”. @ 

Jabiré narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, “Shut your 
door, cover your utensils, tie up your water skins, and put off 
your lights, for, devil does not open closed doors, nor uncover 
coverings, nor open water skins. And indeed the mouse sets the 
house on fire on its in mates". © 


Approaching wife : 
Ibn Abbas 4 narrated that the Prophet & said, "If one of 
you decides to approach his wife and pray : 


“247.0 6,9" i AR OD “9 > au 
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(O Allah, keep us away from the devil and keep devil away 
from what You provide us), and if they get a child, then the devil 
will not harm it and will not overpower it. © 

He also narrated a hadith of like nature with (45) py In the 
name of of Allah) before the supplication : O Allah keep us away 
from the devil, and keep the devil away from what You grant us). 
The devil will not harm their offspring if they have any. © 


® Bukhari # 3280. © Ahmad # 3/319. 
© Meaning that it drags and overturns the burning lantern which might raise 


the fire (Mishkat). 
© Bukhari # 141, 3283, Muslim # 116 (1434), Abu Dawud # 2161, Tirmidhi # 


1098, Ibn Majah # 1919, Darami # 2212, Ahmad # 1/286. 
© Bukhari # 3271. 
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Devil's knots : 

Abu Hurayrah& narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, 
"The devil ties three knots at the back of one of you when he is 
asleep. He stamps each knot at its place, "You have a long night, 
so sleep". If he waked up and mentions Allah then knot is untied, 
and if he performs ablution then another knot is untied. Again, if 
he offers the salah then all the knots are untied. So, he comes to 
the morning active and fresh, otherwise he’awakes in the 
morning in a bad shape and lethargic”. @ 

Abu Hurayrah #% narrated that the Prophet & said, "When 
one of you gets up sleep performs ablution, let him clrar his nose 
three times snuffing water into it because the devil spends the 
night in his nostrils".@ 

Abdullah narrated that a man was mentioned before the 
Prophet & as having slept through the night and awakened in 
the morning. He said, "That's a man in whose ears (or ear) the 
devil passed urine".® 

Abu Hurayrah 4 narrated that the Prophet & said, "When 
the call for the salah is announced, the devil flees and he passed 
wind audibly. When it is over, he returns, but when the call is 
repeated (as the iqamah), he flees again and when it is over, he 
returns and interferes between the man and his heart, prompting, 
‘Remember this. Remember that!’ so that the man does not 
remember whether he has offered three or four (units). When he 
does not recall whether he has offered three or four, he must 
make two prostrations of forgetfulness (and correction)". 


Anas # narrated that the Prophet & said, "Close together in 
the rows (of the salah because the devil stands in the gaps".8 He 
also narrated a similar hadith adding, "keep the necks parallel, 
for, by Him in Whose hand is the soul of Muhammad, I see the 
devil enter the gaps in the rows as though he were a bird". © 

Abu Sa'‘eed # narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, 


“When anyone passes before you (while you are in the salah), 
prevent him. If he insists, Prevent he is none but the devil". ® 


© Bukhari # 1142, Muslim # 207 (776), Abu Dawud # 1306, Ibn Majah # 1329, 
Ahmad # 2/43. 8 Bukhagi # 3295, Muslim # 23 (238), Nasai # 90. 

© Bukhari # 3270, 1144, Muslim # 205 (774). He did not get for the salah khari 
# 1144). © Bukhari # 608, 3285, Muslim # 19 (389). 

© Ahmad # 3/154. © Ahmad # 3/360. 

© Bukhari # 509, 3274, Muslim # 259 (505), Abu Dawud # 697. 
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Abu Najab Sulayman narrated that when Ata ibn Yazid 
Laythi <@ was offering the salah, he walked in front of him but he 
prevented him.® 


Abu Sa'eed Khudri 4 narrated that Allah's Messenger && 
stood up in salah of fajr. The recital seemed to be hard on him. 
When he finished the salah, he said that the devil persistently 
interfered with his salah, so he strectched out his hand and did 
not cease to strangle him till found his saliva between his thumb 
and the next finger. Had it not been for the prayer of his brother 
Sulayman 341, the devil would have seen the morning tied by the 
pillar of the mosque and children of Madinah would have played 
there. So, whosoever of you can prevent an intruder between him 
and the giblah, must do so".® 


Abu Hurayrah # narrated that the Prpphet & offered the 
salah of fajr and then said, "The devil came to me to cause 
mischief and interrupt the salah, but Allah made it possible for 
me to overpower him". 


We find in the Qur'an : 


¢ 
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My Lord, forgive me and bestow on me a kingdom such as may not 
suit to anyone after me, surely You are the Bestower. (38: 35) 


Abu Hurayrah 4 narrated that the Prophet && said, "A 
demon from the jinns came to me last night-or words to the 
effect"-to interrupt me in the salah, but Allah enable me to 
overcome him. I had an intention to bind him to a post of the 
mosque till mornining that all of you might see him. But I 
remembered the words of my brother Sulayman : 
¢ 


72 A A | bey ye . PP I fe SD MOD Day. 
= si si: . . it ee, 8 2 
ei) 26 (Sin Coy J>y Y rey col pAb 5” 


(YoY: 2) .“ Ju 
(38 : 35) © 
@ Ahmad # 3/82, Abu Dawud # 699. 
@ Ahmad # 3/82, Abu Dawud # 699 only the quotation. 


© Bukhari # 461, 3284, Muslim, Nasai. 
© Bukhari # 461, 4808. 
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The sub-narrator Rawh said that the demon went away 
disgraced. 

Abu Darda narrated that Allah's Messenger & stood up 
in salah and they heard him say : [4:_. ii__, 3,_¢/ ] I seek refuge in 
Allah from you) and then thrice : [S¢ 4 i, 4::f ] I curse you with 
Allah's curse). Then he stretched out his hands as though he took 
something. When he had finished the salah, the Sahabah -¢+ Ui 2, 
asked him, "O Messenger of Allah, we heard you Say in the salah 
something that we never heard you say before this, and we saw 
you stretch your hand (why)?" He said, "Iblis, the enemy of Allah 
came with as flame of fire to put it on my face. So, I said: (I seek 
refuge in Allah from you) three times. Then I said: (I curse you 
with Allah's perfect curse), but he did not go away. Then I 
intended to seize him and, by Allah, were it not for the prayer 
of our brother, Sulayman -»__J -, he would have the 
morning tied up (to a post) and the children of Madinah would 


have found a plaything".® 
mart 2a os by 2 ets Se 25g 
- J)39 ID S55 V5 GANS A RIG SS 
(TY 241: Old) 
Let not the life of this world beguile you, nor let the arch-beguiler 


beguile you concerning Allah. (31 : 33) 
, of5 “y 0-2 ee 6 - 635 354 olges- » T-n 28 in 
= att: 4¢@ IF 
(1491: bb) = yhanl ae) 
Surely, Satan is an enemy to you, so take him for an enemy. He 
only invited his party to be companions of the blazing Fire. (35 : 6) 


The devil will not spare pains to ruin mankind. He will 
make his best effort towards that in every circumstance, his 
movements and his inaction. Ibn Abu Dunya has compiled a 
wonder book on this subject-Masa‘d ash-Shaytan.@ 


The Prophet & used to pray: 
“ Siete sno? 7 far, yt - J a\3ts 
aS JI Le et hss OI AL 35615 
And I seek refuge in you lest the devil should bewilder me in the 
hour of death.© 
© Muslim # 40 (542), Nasai # 1216. 


© Abu Dawud # 1552, Ahmad # 3/426, Narrated by Abu Yasar. 
® Abu Dawud # 1552, Ahmad # 3/426, Narrated by Abu Yasar. 
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It is also reported that the dey] said : 


, DA OAM ef DOO, | 
. Lusrl AGA Pea ncitcre apo euiele 
SS Oe IIS DSS 5 tie Si? 
O Lord-by your Might and by your Glory-I will not pe to beguile 
them as long as their souls are in their hae é pal 


Allah said : 
“ SA eaneS IG Oh eset ia LS py 
— Sait 6 9) ECG SSE choy 
By My Might and by My Glory, I will not cease Folforoivelthen 
long as they seek My forgiveness x 


The devil's touch: 


Allah said." 
2, 26324 73h, 6 ORO eee in nen een 
Oyiae oS dat Aige~¢ Bil 6S yall aall Ses 3 el \” 
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Satan threatens you of poverty, and enjoins you unto indecency, 

while Allah promises you forgiveness from Himself, and bounty. 
And Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing. (2 : 268) 


Allah's promise is true and confirmed but the devil's threat is 


false. 
Ibn Mas'ud 4 narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, 
"Indeed, the devil has a sway over the son of Aadam, and the 
angels has a sway (over him). The devil's sway is to incite him to 
evil and reject the truth. The angel's sway is to invite him to piety 
and confirm the truth, so he who finds that, know that it is from 
Allah and must praise Him. And be who experiences the other, 


must seek refuge from the devil". He then recited : 


EY ey eee Par 204, a 2sseee 24h, 35s 2a 28 iy 
@ yline oS des ally oe gL naly 655 Gail (Sng 5 
4 34, ge 


Dred s 2 


= asa smeancemie 
(2: 268)@ (WARY :4id) “Teale Geely ally 


We did mention in the commentary on surah al-Baqarah that 
the devil flees from the house where it is recited. In the 
commentary on the ayat al-kursi we mentioned its merits: if 


© Tirmidhi # 2988. 
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anyone recites it in the then night the devil does not approach 
him till morning. 
Merit of an expression : 

Abu Hurayrah > narrated that Allah's Messengers said, "If 


anyone says in the day, a hundred time: 


JS Me 5 LAIN TG HES SO 3 9 5585 IS” 


a ent) store 

(There is no God but Allah, the One, Who has no partner. To 
Him belongs the kingdom and to Him belongs all praise. And He 
is over all things Powerful), then it is for him like setting free ten 
slaves, a hundred pieties are recorded for him, and a hundred 
sins are obliterated from him, and on that day, he will be 
protected from the devil till evening. And none will present 
anything better than him, except one who does more than that".® 


Devil touches everyone : 


Aby Hurayrah & narrated that the Prophet & said, "The 
devil touches with his fingers every child of Aadam on its birth 
on its cheeks except Eesa son of Maryam ¢>—Ji «+ whom he went 
to touch but happened to touch the curtain".@ 


Yawning: 
He also narrated that the Prophet & said, "Yawning is from 


the devil. So, if anyone of you gets the urge to yawn, he must 
suppress it as far as possible. But, if one of you says ha (while 
yawning) the devil laughs".® According to a version: "When one 
of you yawns, he must restrain it as much as he can, for, the devil 
gets in”. 

Abu Hurayrah 4 narrated that Allah's Messenger & said, 
“Surely, Allah loves sneezing but dislikes yawning. When one of 
you says haha, the devil is happy and laughs from his inside".® 


© Bukhari # 3293, and 6403, Muslim # 28 (2691), Tirmidhi # 3474, Ibn Majah 
# 3798, Ahmad # 2/302, 4/60. © Bukhari # 3286. 


© Bukhari # 3289, Muslim # 56 (2994), Tirmidhi # 370, Abu Dawud # 5028, 


Ahmad # 2/428, (see Upbringing children in IslamP.186, Darul Isha’at, Karachi. 
© Muslim # 57 (2995), Abu Dawud # 5027, Tirmidhi # 370. 


© Tirmidhi # 370, Ahmad # 2/260, Upbrining of Children In Islam P.186, 


Nasai. 
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Masrug narrated that (Sayyidah) Ayshah \~ «i 2, asked the 
Prophet ## about one who looked here and there in the salah. He 
said, “It is the stealing. The devil steals from the salah of one of 


you". 


True dream : 
Abu Qatadah narrated that the Prophet 


dream is from Allah while a bad dream is from 
So, if one of you has a bad dream that he fears, let him spit on his 


left three times seek refuge in Allah from its evil".® It will not 
harm him afterwards. 


said, A good 


ih 
the devil 


Do not point weapon : 
Abu Hurayrah #¢ narrated that Allah's Messenger % said, 
“None of you must point a weapon to wards his brother. He does 
not know that the devil might take it in his hand and he may end 
up in the pit or hell". 
Allah, the Exated, says: 


¢ 


s 
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And certainly we have adorned the lower heaven with lamps and 
we have made them (as) missiles for pelting Satans, and we have 
prepared for them the chastisement of the blazing fire. (67:5) 
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Surely we have adorned the lower heaven with an adornment, the 
stars, and guarded it against every rebel satan. They cannot listen to 


the exalted Assembly, and they are pelted from every side, outcast, 
and for them is an everlasting chastisement, except him who 


© Bukhari # 751, 3291, Abu Dawud # 909, Tirmidhi # 590, Nasai # 1197, 


Ahmad # 6/106. 
@ Bukhari # 3292, Muslim # 4 (2261), Abu Dawud # 5021, Tirmidhi # 2277, 


Ibn Majah # 3909, Ahmad # 4/309, 5/300. 
© Bukhari # 7072, Muslim # 126 (2617), Ahmad # 2/317. 
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snatches away a (word) stealthily, then pursues him a piercing THE STORY OF THE CREATION 125 


bright flame. (37 : 6-10) 
right flame. ( Soothsayers : 


(giles L; a aR ea ECTS Besa OB te Ccording to a narration, (Sayyiddah) Ayshah4 said that the 
J 2 3 - cab eis ray ws 3 people asked the Prophet & about the soothsayers. He said, 
pags Ake - "They are nothing". They said, "O Messenger of Allah, these 
=p Ore ee, “SU Oe a) Ba oy 2 oy people tell us of something and sometimes that turns out to be 
CVALV TOUS: od!) trne”. He said, That is the word from the true which a jinn 
snatches and coos into his friend's ear like the cooing of the hen. 

And certainly we have set in the heaven constellations and adorned And they mix a hundred lies with it".® 


it for the beholders, and guarded it from every accursed satan, but : 
any that ore a hearing by stealth is pursued by a manifest flame When Allah decrees something : 


(15 : 16-1 Abu Hurayrah 4 narrated that the Prophet & said, “When 
ae . s ae Allah decrees an affair in the heaven, the angels flutter their 

oF et) Opthos 5 tO Cas es Hivipe Slt 4 4) ESS 4” wings in humble submission to this word as though a chain on a 
“ fet2g smooth stone. And when the terror subsides from their hearts, 

(VAY YY OLY: Lact) — bi; ja) co they ask, what did your Lord say? They (the others) say to the one 

who asked, The truth. And He is the High, the Great.© Then the 
eavesdroppers listen to it, and the eavesroppers are one above the 
other like this," and Sufyan (a subnarrater) described it with his 
r palm, and turned it and spread his fingers apart, "So one hears 
And concerming the jinns, He says : the word and passes it on to the one below him who conveys it to 
Se ae “., the one below him till it is conveyed on the tongue of the sorcerer 

us Big wicy (Ss Lo55 Ci Gide 5s eS) inj Ul, or the soothsayer. Sometimes, the missile strikes him before he 

4c conv _ys it (below) and sometimes he conveys it before it strikes 

Fj 5a) Uys Ape som 54 oon ors 5 he peal Jclis Ugis de him, and he lies with it a hundred lies. And it is said, Did he not 

Say to us on such-and-such a day such-and-such a thing but he 

(4-4 OS: can) is confirmed because of the word that was heard from the 


And the satans have not brought it down. It behoves them not, nor 
have they power to do (it). Surely they are banished from hearing 


it. (26 : 210-212) 


And that we sought the heaven, but found it filled with strong heaven”.© 
guards and flaming fires, and that we used to sit on places therein And Allah says : 
to listen, but anyone who listens now finds a flaming fire in wait for 
4+4s 44 ” 


him. (72 : 8-9) ets oid S343 DUBE S fall O53 58 psy 


Angels in clouds : nities Giese S gdcge til iypaeeny eel oe piped 
(Sayyidah) Ayshah & narrated that the Prophet & said, st; ouoy Gove Bes 

While Fy are in As clouds, the angels conv a ae affairs "OR gl Guts och 5 Jay Okey uss ed 

that will transpire on earth. The devils overhear a word 
(or exprssion) and whisper it in the ears of the sooth sayers just as 
the bottle pours out. They add to it a hundred words (of their And whosoever blind himself to the admonition of the com- 
own).® This is how the description of Iblis is transmitted from passionate, we assign to him a satan, and he becomes his comrade. 
Layth sic ia, and of the engels from (sayyidah) Ayshah # . 


(TATA GUY: 35 3 


® Bukhari 6213 Muslim 123(2228), Ahamad 6/87. 
; ® The Qur'an, Surah Saba 34 : 23. 
of RESIN CENY SA) @ Bukhari 4701,4800,7481 (Muslim 124 (2229) similor) Timidhi 3223, Ibn 


Majah 194 
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And surely they bar they from the (right) way, while they think 
they are rightly guided, until when he comes to Us, he will say, 
“Would that there had been between me and you the distance of the 
two easts!" So, evil is the comrade! (43 36-38) 


Hj US PUBS” 
(Yo zi: Las) 


And we have assigned to them comrades, so they have made 
alluring for them what is before them and what is behind them 

(41 : 25) 
- r - - “fe - 
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His companion will say, “Our Lord! I did not cause him to rebel, 
but he was in far error”. He (Allah) will say, "Wrangle not in my 
presence, and indeed I sent you before the warning. The word is 


not changed with me, nor do I wrong (my) servants". (50 : 27-29) 
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And thus did we appoint to every Prophet & an enemy satans of 
men and jinn, inspiring one another with glided speech, all as a 
delusion. And had your Lord willed, they would never have done 
it, so leave them alone with what they are forging; and that the 
heart of those who believe not in the hereafter may incline thereto, 
and that they may delight therein, and that they may earn the 


same (evils) which they wish to earn. (6 : 112-113) 


We have mentioned previouely under the characteritics of 
the angels the hadith of Ibn Mas'ud -@ that the Prophet & said, 
"There is not one of you without a comrade from the jinns and 
a comrade from the angels, deputed over him. "The Sahaba 
++ Ui 2, asked, "And you, too, O messenger of Allah?" He said, 
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"And | too. But Allah helps me against him, so he does not 


suggest to me anything but good". 


Ibn Abbas-8e narrated that the Prophet & said, “There is not 
one of you but a comrade from the devils is appointed over him' 
They asked him if he too was included in that and he said, "Yes, 
but Allah helps me against him, so I am safe ‘0 


(Sayyidah) Ayshah \_4—~ «ii _—», narrated that one night the 
Prophet # went out from her and she was jealous about him. 
Soon he came and obser ed what she was doing and asked, 
“Perhaps, O Ayshah 4 «ti +, , you are jealous?" She said, “And 
why should one like me not be jealous of one like you". He said, 
"Has your devil seized you?" She asked, "O Messenger of Allah, is 
there a devil with me?" He said, “Yes”. “And with every human 
being?” She asked, He said, "Yes", and she asked “And with you 
O Messenger of Allah?" He said, "Yes. But, my Lord helps me 
against him and I am safe".® 


Abu Hurayrah - narrated that the Prophet # said, "Surely, 
the devil of the believer seizes him by his forelock just as one of 
you seizes his camel by its forelock in the journey”.8 Thus the 
devil overpowers him and overawes him. 


And Allah says about Iblis: 
one’ « - peat lle pal SEN ep Asda 
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He (Iblis) said, "Now because you have caused me to err, I will 
certainly sit in ambush for them on your straight way. Then I will 
1inly come upon them from before them and from behind 
and from their right and from their left, and you will not 

nost of them grateful. (7 : 16-17) 


Saburah ibn Abu Fakih «1+ <ii_—,, narrated that he heard 
Allah's Messenger & say, "Surely the devil waits for the children 
of Aadam on the paths. Accordingly, he waits for him on the path 
of Islam, asking, 'Will you submit and forsake your religion and 
the religion of your fore-fathers? But, he disobeys him and 


© Muslim # 69 (2814), Ahmad # 1/385. 
© Ahmad # 1/257. 
© Muslim # 70 (2815), Ahmad # 6/115. 
© Ahmad # 2/380. 
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submits (to Islam). He (the devil) also waits for him on the path of 
the hijrah (migration for Allah's sake) asking man, ‘will you 
emigrate and leave your land and your sky? Indeed the muhajir 
(emigrant) is like the horse on a tether. But he disobeys and 
emigrates. Then he waits for him on the path of jihad which is 
striving with body and wealth. He asks, ‘will you fight and be 
killed that your wife may marry (another) and your wealth may 
be divided? But he disobeys and wages jihad". Then Allah's 
Messenger && said, "Hence, if anyone of them does that, then it is 
upon Allah to admit him to Paradise. And if he is slain, then it is 
upon Allah to admit him to Paradise. And if he is drowned, then 
it is upon Allah to admit him to Paradise. And if his animal 
breaks his neck, then it is upon Allah admit him to Paradise".® 


Jubayr ibn Mut'im ~—1—~<ii_—, reported having heard 
Abdullah ibn Umar 4 say that Allah's Messenge & never 
omitted to make these supplication when it was morning and it 


was evening : 
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O Allah, I ask you for security in this world and next. O Allah, I ask 
you for forgiveness and safety in my religion, my wordly affairs, 
my family and ~y wealth. O Allah, conceal my faults and protect 
me from that which I fear. O Allah, protect me from in front of me, 
from behind me, from my right, from my left and from above me 
And I seek refuge in your Might lest I be taken unawares from 


beneath me. 
Waki' said about it (the last) that it meant ‘being swallowed 
by the earth’.@ 


@ Ahmad 3/483 
@ Abu Dawud # 5074, Ibn Majah # 3871, Nasai # 5532, Ahmad # 2/25 


GLOSSARY 


The meanings given below are those in which 
the terms have been used in the data. 


adhan 
arsh 
azazil 


bayt ul-ma'mur 


eed 


falak atlas(or athir) 
firdaws 
iblis 


ista 


kursi 

Lawh mahfuz 
madaris 
madrasah 
Maalik 


mi'raj 
mu'adhdhin 
mu'awwidhatan 


Ramadan 
Ridwan 

ruh 

Sidratul muntaha 


Shaytan 
Zabaniyah 


call to prayer. 
throne of Allah 
former name of iblis before he was 
expelled. 
a house in the heaven exactly above 
the world's baytAllah, seventy 
thousand angels enter it every day 
whereafter they do not enter it again 
festival (1st Shawwal, 10th Zul Hajjah 
and Friday). 
ninth heaven. 
highest place in paradise and central 
the devil 
night journey to the heavens and Bayt 
ul-Maqdas. 
chair of Allah. 
the preserved tablet. 
pl. of madrasah. 
religious institution. 
chief of angels over hell, keeper of 
hell. 
ascension to the heavens. 
one who makes the call to prayer. 
Surah 113 and 114 (last two) of the 
Quran. 
Islamic month of fasting, 9th month. 
angel over paradise. 
spirit, soul. 
it is in the seventh heaven where the 
Prophet was taken in his mi'raj. 
Satan. 
angels over hell. 
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PROPHET’S SAYINGS 
A B 


Be mild to my companion...: 87 


ajwah from paradise. ..: 42 
Allah created one thousand species 47 eG 
Allah created the earth (soil)...: 30 Convey from me, even a verse 13 
Allah recorded destiny of the creatures...: I 

16 


Allah says, “The son of Aadam...: 58 I see what you do not see: 77 


If anyone takes a span of land: 32f 


133 


Story of creation 


N 


None of you must eat with his left hand 
L1Sf 


S 


two types of... natural death... blood 
lawful: 39 


W 


.see secks permission to drown: 38 
Sun and moon will be agitated in hell 
65 


it 


There is not in the seven heavens 
space 78 
Times has completed its circle: 32 


When Allah completed the creation...: 31 
When Allah created the earth: 34 

When you ask for paradise...: 20 

Will you not stand... as angels 


Y 


Your Lord says, “If My slaves obeyed 
Me: 69 
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This is the translation of the initial 


portion of al-Bidayah wa an-Nihaya, 


a great book of Allamah Abul Fida 
Isma‘il ibn Kathir . He was a 
prominent scholar of Islam and Islamic 
history, and an exegate of the Quran. 
He has based this work on the Quran 
and ahadith. The book tells us how 
this creation came into existence from 
nothing. We learn in it about the earth 
and the heavens, paradise and hell, 
the angels, the iblis and the jinns. He 
has cited the verses of the Quran 
extensively and quoted the ahadith 
exhaustively. A comprehensive index 
is appended to the translation. 


